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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFATRS 


COLUMBIAN-PANAMANIAN CANAL DETAILS REPORTED 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 24 Oct 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text] Pacific Coast, 23 Oct--Mauricio Obregon, chairman of the Colombian 
Oceanographic Commission, said today that the Columbian-Panamanian canal, 
which is currently in the study stage, could cost from $2 to 3 billion. 


Among the advantages of building this canal Obregon emplasized that “it will 
unite the two countries in their struggle for a better future and the develop- 
ment of their technologies.” 


Obregon, who accomoanied President Betancur on his surprise tour of the 
Pacific coast, explained that the canal project would consist of the following: 
it would enter through the Atrato River; would follow the Cacarica River to 

the continental divide, which is the first thing that would have to be removed 
with machinery, comparable to the earth-removal operation carried out 

BO years ago in the building of the Panama Canal, to which end 50 steam shovels 
were used. 


He added that this gives the impression the project is not for now; however, 
he noted that the equipment now being used at El Cerrejon can move a similar 
volume of earth every year, more or less; therefore, this does not represent 
& major problem. 


Continuing with the course of the canal, he pointed out that the Arato and 
Cacarica Rivers will have to be dredged, after which would come the removal 
of the continental divide, a matter that is not too difficult, according to 
initial on-site inspections. Then comes the dredging of the Tuira River, 
through which the course of the canal will proceed to the Gulf of San Miguel, 
in Panama. 


Obregon said that the project is being studied in greater detail by a Columbian- 
Panamanian commission which will meet next month in Panama. 


He also said that preliminary estimates indicate that 3 years of study and 4 
or 5 years of construction in stages will be required. The first stage re- 
portedly will consist in facilitating the passage of small vessels. 

















Advantages 


Mauricio Obregon emplasized the following advantages for construction of the 
canal, among others: first, the ease with which the project can be undertaken; 
second, the fact that this is a Colombiari-Panamanian project, which unites us 
and makes it possible to work together with our engineering and equipment, 
third, this project does not exclude any cther project. for example, ranama 

is continuing to study another canal parallel to the present > and 
° 


hes Cian Cin 


ad 
Columbia is continuing study on its Atrato-Truando canal, which is a continua- 
tion of part of the Atrato that would now te utilized. 
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COLOMBIAN DAILY REFUSES GUATEMALAN GUERRILLA DEMAND 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 22 Oct 83 p 6-B 


[Text] The families of two women being held by the Rebel Armed Forces (FAR) 
of Guatemala asked EL TIEMPO yesterday to publish as an advertisement that 
group’s manifesto in order to secure the release of the kidnapped women. 


The request was made by a representative of Antonio Rios Montt and Juan Jose 
Velasco Mejia, to whom the editors of this daily communicated its policy of 
not yielding to the pressures of any national or international guerrilla 
group which seeks the dissemination of proclamations or communiques in ex- 
change for the release of individuals. 


In spite of our position--to which we have demonstrated our steadfastness on 
previous occasions--for purely humanitarian reasons this daily is publishing 
excerpts of the FAR declaration, with a warning that we are doing so for the 
purposes of information. 


Maria Elena Rios Montt, a member of former President Efrain Rios Montt's 
family, and Celeste Aida Mejia Vicores, a member of the family of the present 
Guatemalan chief of state, Gen Oscar Mejia Victores, were kidnapped by the 
FAR on 29 June and 10 September 1983, respectively. 


Among the demands of the rebel group to release the kidnapped women is that 
its proclamation be published by the Guatemalan press and the dailies EL 
TIEMPO and EL UNIVERSAL, of Caracas, among other important South American 
newspapers. 


According to the rebel group, the Rios Montt and Mejia Victores women were 
kidnapped with a view to ransoming three of its activists who were captured 
by the Guatemalan army in March and June 1983. 


Under the headline “Declaration of the Rebel Armed Forces in response to the 
interventionist escalation of the Reagan government in Central America and 
the role of the Guatemalan army in it,” the guerrilla organization condemns 


the policy of the United States in Central America and declares, "It is obvious 
that if there were no U.S. aid to the genocidal regime of El Salvador that 
regime would have been overthrown by the Salvadoran people headed by their 
vanguard, the FMML [Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front]." 








The FAR adds, "In Guatemaléswhich is experiencing an economic, political and 
social crisis and where the revolutionary movement, far from disappearing, 
is growing and advancing every day with the massive incorporation of the 
people, the present government is also receiving support and aid from the 
U.S. Administration, without which it would not be possible for it to 
maintain itself in power, in the midst of the sharp contradictions which 
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The FAR goes on to say, “The military coup which replaced Rios Montt with 
Gen Oscar Mejia Victores as the new chief of state is one more expression 
of the failure of counterinsurgency plans in Guatemala.” The FAR adds that 
Rio Montt's failure will be repeated by Mejia Victores. 


The FARK mentions the peace initiatives and proposals of the Sanidinistas 
and Salvadorans and holds the Reagan Administration responsible for the 
negative results of this situation. 


FAR calls upon democrats, progressives and intellectuals of the 
d to oppose the intervention of U.S. imperialism in Central America. 
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MILITARY FORCES TO RECEIVE TRAINING AT CREM 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 11 Oct 83 p 3 


/Text/ The head of the Honduran Armed Forces, General Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, 
announced yesterday that members of the Peruvian, Venezuelan and Guatemalan _ 
armies would receive training at the Regional Military Training Center /CreM/ 
in Puerto Castilla. 


General Alvarez Martinez did not specify the date these new soldiers would 
arrive, but it will be the first time that troops from outside Central America 
will come to Puerto Castilla to be trained by the Green Berets assignec to CREM 
since last June. 


Up to now, CREM has instructed 1,600 Salvadoran soldiers in the antiguerrilla 
movement and a smaller number of Honduran soldiers, mainly from the Fourth 
Infantry Battalion headquarters at La Ceiba. 


In addition, General Alvarez Martinez denied that the latest military summit 
meeting in Guatemala had worked out a so-called “military axis” between that 
country, Honduras and £1 Salvador, which is also known as the “North Triangle.” 


The Honduran military leader confirmed that the Central American Defense Council 
/conpeca/ is being reactivated. This is a military organization that was 
practically dismantled in 1969 when Honduras and £1 Salvador were involved in 
the 100-hour war. 


General Alvarez Martinez also said that the core of guerrillas who were operating 
in the eastern department of Olancho had been completely exterminated. 


General Alvarez Martinez denied that Honduras is an occupied country, and he 
assured that the U.S. military presence does not affect national sovereignty, 
and that the Ahuas Tara II maneuvers only entail training the armed forces. 


9805 
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BRIEFS 


COLUMEBIAN TRADE WITH ARUBA--The lack of a maritime transport structure and 
failure to ensure the delivery of orders are factors which have caused the 

loss of markets for Colombian products, particularly with Aruba. A delegation 
of Colombian journalists, which has just made a visit to Aruba at the invi- 
tation of the authorities of that island's government, established the fact 
that a great variety of products which could be imported from Colombia are 
being purchased in Miami because of the problems cited. In our case, there 

is no guarantee of deliveries earlier than 1 or 2 months, while U.S. companies 
receive delivery from one day to the next. Aruba purchases coffee and meat 

in particular from Colombia; however, the volume and value cf the trade is 
minimal. Now an intensive campaign is being conducted to promote tourism on 
that island, which has suffered the consequences of the foreign exchange crisis 
in Venezuela. Health is another sector in which there are bilateral relations; 
however, the trend here is also downward due to increased costs of medical 
services in Colombia. One of the government of Aruba's agents, Efrain M. de 
Kort, commissioner of finance and economy, is planning a visit to several 
Colombian cities in the next few weeks with a view to making several contacts 
designed to establish better ties. [Excerpt] [Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in 

Spanish 28 Oct p 14A) 6143 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ECONOMIC PROBLEMS TERMED SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO NEW GOVERNMENT 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 30 Oct 83 Sec 3a pp 1, 4 
[Article by Javier Garcia Labougle: “Argentina in Two Elections"] 


[Text] The government elected in today's general elections will take charge 
of a country with conditions very different from those of the country 
which the last constitutional government took over 10 years ago. 


The seriousness of the problems affecting the present Argentine economy and 
society are a challenge to the future civilian government: to govern demo- 
cratically but with economic rationality. 


What is the present economic situation? What was the economic situation 
like in 19737 


Over the last 30 months, the Argentine economy has suffered a major recession 
as part of an intense process of adjusting the foreign trade balance and 

it was undoubtedly more intense because of the public's constant unfavorable 
expectations, which led tc a crisis following the war over the Malvinas Islands. 


The first half of 1983 showed signs of economic recovery and restoration 

of the foreign trade balance, although a strengthening of this trend cannot 
be confirmed in view of the major weaknesses exhibited by the economy in 
its markets. 


The economic recession, rising high inflation and the foreign debt are problems 
requiring a prompt solution, whereas the danger of economic expansion, which 
could lead to hyperinflation, looms menacingly on the near horizon. 


In the light of their figures, let us look at each of these features and 
also at their condition 10 years ago when the previous civilian government 
took charge. 


Economic Activity 
Following these years of recession, the GDP [gross domestic product] shows 


a cumulative decline of 14 percent and is more intense in the industrial 
sector, where it is 20 percent. The recovery noted in the first 6 months 














of this year has not offset the aforementioned decline. The current per 
capita GDP is approximately 10 percent less than it was in early 1973. 


The figures also show that unlike the present situation, in the early months 
of 1973 the economy was growing at an annual rate of approximately 3.5 percent, 
after having grown during the two previous years. 


The situation of the domestic factors of total demand, on which the recovery 
plans of the majority parties are usually based, is as follows: The cumulative 
drop in consumption is 16 percent; its per capita level is 14 percent lower 
than that of 1973. The rate of investment, 1i.e., the rate of increase in 
productive capacity, is 16 percent, representing one of the lowest levels 

in Argentina's development. The rate was 22 percent in 1973. 


The recovery of these variables is limited by existing high inflationary 
pressures, 


An increase in consumption and/or investment, which would cause more inflation, 
would nullify their recovery effects. 


Inflation 


This is certainly the touchiest feature of the present economic situation 
and perhaps the costliest to solve permanently, given existing sectoral pres- 
sures in the effort to distribute income. 


The presence of deficit spending close to 10 percent of the GDP, with the 
danger of a monetary expansion, is also maintaining the latent possibility 
of hyperinflation, especially in the face of the strong drop in the amount 
of money. 


The monthly inflation rate in September exceeded 20 percent, averaging approxi- 
mately 340 percent over the last 12 months. If we project that monthly rate 
on an annual basis, we obtain an inflation rate of more than 1,000 percent. 


This situation again contrasts with that of April 1973, with a monthly inflation 
rate of 4 percent, an annual rate of 170 percent, and a projected annual 

rate of 65 percent. It should be remembered, however, that at that time 

there were trade restrictions on beef, whose price was subject to strong 

upward pressures. 


The greatest existing inflationary pressure today is the level of deficit 
spending, a significant portion of which is represented by the payment of 
interest on the foreign debt. 

On the Foreign Front 


The foreign debt, amounting to 40,000 billion pesos today, considering only 
that recorded, is equivalent to approximately 60 percent of the GDP. 


Payment of this debt will require its renegotiation and the production of 
considerable exports, for which the existence of a high actual exchange rate 








seems inevitable. On the other hand, the restriction of imports limits the 
possibilities of a recovery. The public's confidence in the new government 
will be decisive in this regard. A recent development should be considered, 
where in spiteof the official dollar's value having risen by a factor of 
about 60 over the last 30 months, while prices rose by a factor of about 30, 
there is a gap of between 60 and 70 percent between the official dollar and 
the parallel dollar. With less confidence, higher exchange rates are re- 
quired to achieve the same results. 


The foreign debt was not a problem, nor a decisive or limiting factor, in 
1973. 


There was a significant gap between the parallel dollar and official exchange 
rates, a phenomenon which is inevitable with the existence of multiple and 
restricted currency exchanges. International reserves at that time, in April 
1973, amounted to $890 million (approximately $2,000 million at present). 
Available reserves are currently estimated at $300 million. 


As a favorable factor for economic prospects, the excellent agricultural 
season should be noted, which will produce about 40 million tons of grain 
in an international context of sustained price recovery. 


Distribution of Income 


This is a feature of essential importance, considering the confidence which 
the majority parties have in the income policy. 


Real wages, after declining sharply during the preceding year, are showing 
a significant recovery during the present year, although their level is below 
what it was in 1973. 


Business profitability was favored by last year's financial reform, which 
made it possible to liquidate its liabilities. The credit restrictions imposed 
during 1983 may have partly affected those results. 


The regulated interest rate has proved to be negative in real terms, with 
the resulting drop in the liquidity index, currently around 12 percent 
(M2/CDP); it was about 20 percent 10 years ago. 


The simultaneous existence of high deficit spending and an economic decline 
amplify the inflationary effect of monetary expansion, making it difficult 
to generate the liquidity needed for interest rates to go down. 


The Questions 


Recession, inflation, foreign indebtedness, achieving an equitable distribution 

of income--this is the overall situation which the new government will inherit, 

a situation that may grow worse to the extent that the transition period 

between today's elections and the government's inauguration produces unfavorable 
expectations. 











The aforementioned situation raises a series of questions, since the solution 
to the various existing problems is not complementary and this results in 
incompatible goals, requiring the establishment of priorities. 


Can economic recovery be achieved without causing more inflation and reducing 
the trade surplus needed to pay off the interest on the debt? 


Can a high real exchange rate be maintained and real wages raised at the 
same time? 


Is it possible to pay off the foreign debt without increasing exports? 


Can deficit spending be reduced without affecting the recovery and without 
reducing the size of the public sector? 


Can inflation be reduced without reducing deficit spending? 
is it possible to have savings with low interest rates? 

Is a recovery possible with high real interest rates? 

Can there be investment without savings? 

Can there be growth without investment? 


Can there be foreign investment (and Argentine investment with assets abroad) 
without confidence? 


The Answers 


Economic theory provides theoretical principles for finding answers to these 
questions. But those answers imply costs which someone must absorb. And 
not all of the problems can be solved at the same time. 


Thus far, in the commotion of the election campaign, political candidates 
have demonstrated that they know the art of saying what their supporters 
want to hear. 


And if skill in this art can be used to rise to power, experience shows that 
it is not enough for remaining in power. Solutions must be found in order 

to stay in power. And the sacrifice demanded by the solutions to the problems 
facing the country today could make it difficult to obtain the support so 
easily obtained with the moral and emotional ideas expressed in the campaign. 


The Challenge 
Will the government elected today have enough civic courage to face up to 
the rational solutions demanded by the critical circumstances, even though 


it may mean a smaller popular consensus? 


Is Argentine society prepared to make the necessary effort without abandoning 
its democratic convictions? 
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Whether we Argentines vote for another constitutional government in 6 years 
will undoubtedly depend on the determination with which the present government 
faces up to these questions and the patience and understanding it receives 


from the public. 


Table 1. 
of preceding year). 


Ist Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 





Economic Activity (percentage variation in comparison to same period 


lst Qtr. 2nd Qtr. 
































Category 1971 1972 1973 1973 1981 1982 1983 1983 
CDP Pe 1.8 3.7 3.5 -6.0 -5.4 0.6 3.0 
Industrial 

Agricultural 

Gross Product 1.7 1.7 9.8 18.2 3.7 7.1 9,0 -0.3 
Consumption 4.1 1.1 2.3 3.4 -4,4 -10.3 -0.9 4.7 
Investment 10.5 0.5 -1.0 -3.0 +-20.5 -16.0 -17.8 -4,5 
Table 2. Inflation (monthly rate). 

1973 1983 
Price Apr/73 (Apr/73) Sep /83 (Sep/83) 
Index Jan Feb Mar Apr Apr/72 12 Ann. Jun Jul Aug Sep Sep/82 12 Ann. 
Wholesale 1.9 6.9 6.5 4.0 165.7 60.0 14.5 11.5 17.8 24.2 337.4 1247.3 
Consumer 4.6 7.6 8.6 4.5 175.6 69.6 15.8 12.4 17.2 21.4 351.3 924.8 
Retail 4.7 7.2 6.3 4.3 170.8 64.8 15.1 11.9 17.5 22.8 344.3 1086 
Table 3. Reserves and Exchange Rate (peso/dollar; in 1973, pesos law 18188; 
in 1983, Argentine pesos). 
1973 1983 

Exchange Rate March April May July August Sept Oct 
Commercial 5.0 5.0 5.0 9,45 10.65 12.1 15.3 
Financial 9.98 9.98 9.98 -- -- -- -- 
Parallel 11.43 12.50 12.50 12.67 16.43 21.0 26.0 
Table 4. Foreign Trade Sector (millions of dollars). 
Category 1973 1983 
Foreign Debt 4,986.4 40 ,000 
International Reserves 897.8 300* 
Exports 3,266 7 ,500%* 
Imports 2,2380 4,500** 





*Estimated available reserves 
*#kE st imated 
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Comparative State of Argentine Economy, 1973-1983 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


ALFONSIN'S VICTORY VIEWED AS HISTORIC POLITICAL SHIFT 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 1 Nov 83 p 7 
[Editorial by Natalio R. Botana: “The Victory of Raul Alfonsin"] 


[Text] The victory of the Radical Civic Union [UCR] and its presidential can- 
didate, Raul Alfonsin, is of far-reaching importance. It can be considered 

an event capable of changing the Argentine political system. There are rare 
events on which we should meditate briefly, with incomplete data, even at 

the risk of drawing the wrong conclusion for lack of perspective. 


Two Electoral Periods 


From the standpoint of elections, our political history is divided into two 
periods in which there were strong dominant forces. Between 1916 and 1946-- 
30 years--the UCR was the majority party. It won three presidential elections 
between 1916 and 1930 and when it was defeated, it was due to its methods 
being banned in 1931 or because there were serious suspicions of election 
fraud concerning the 1937 elections. 


If 1916 was the first turning point which led us from the old republic to 
the first attempt at democracy, the triumph of Peronism in 1946 opened the 
way for the second turning point. 


Peronist dominance lasted for 37 years. It dominated the opposition between 
1946 and 1955 and when the Liberating Revolution restored the exercise of 
political pluralism, it became obvious that the Justicialist majorities were 
still very strong. In order to overcome Peronism, it had to be banned (which 
occurred in the presidential elections of 1958 and 1963), and when that ban 
was lifted in March and September 1973, its majorities again dominated the 
political landscape. 


The third turning point occurred on 3 October. Of course, we do not know 

how long it will last. Without fraud or bans, Justicialism was defeated 

by a significant margin, resulting in its decline, based on provisional figures, 
from the 46 percent of 1973 (its approximate percentage in March of that 

year, deducting a hypothetical 4 percent provided by its allied parties) 

to the 40 percent of 1983. 
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This is a giant step forward for the UCR. Between 1956 and 1973, it received 
minority support, which averaged about 25 percent. Radicalism has more than 
doubled its traditional results and now has a 52-percent majority. Never 
since 1928, with its own votes, has anything like this happened. 


Values 


After the figures, the principles and values advocated. One of contemporary 
Argentina's political problems is the truncated process of a pluralistic 
society, with egalitarian yearnings, incapable of establishing a democratic 
system. Equality and liberty, civil and political rights, the two sets of 
values developed independently of each other: a parallel history of nonconver- 
gence. 


Raul Alfonsin laid out his campaign 2s a program for reconciling these princi- 
ples. He lashed out at freedom without democracy; he appealed for social 
justice based on the legitimacy of our historic constitution. The preamble 
was again acclaimed by the multitudes. 


That exhortation also questioned the power of corporative Argentina: the 
armed forces, trade unions, groups forged with the protection of government 
privileges established on the remains of a society doomed to hold the gloomy 
position of an officeholder without any public function. After 14 years 

of authoritarian domination, with a populist interlude, the appeal expressed 
the hope for a reorganized concept of citizenship, that old institution on 
which republics were established. 


Political Parties and Leaders 


The proposal was in the hands of a new leadership which acted from within 

a political party. More than 10 years ago, Alfonsin began a patient rise 

within the UCR. He was defeated by Ricardo Balbin in 1972, accepted the 

party's game rules and did not violate its discipline. This basic harmony 
within a political organization was the opposite of the idea of turbulence, 
which predominated for so many years. No movement can exist without charis- 
matic authority. That formidable social force depended on it. Once its 

leader died, without transferring his charisma while still alive, the Justicial- 
ist movement was orphaned. Now it will inevitably have to face up to the 
reorganization of its party. 


In contrast, Alfonsin’s leadership was born of a debate which originated 

within a party and then spread to the rest of the country. He started out com- 

petitively, based on the principle that democracy is a delicate balance between 

victories and defeats. His opponent in the party's internal elections, Fernando 
de la Rua, immediately shared the rostrum with his occasional adversary. 


So Argentines have elected president the man who at all times stressed the 
importance of the periodic controls imposed by the constitution. Thus we 

are witnessing a rediscovery of the people: popular sovereignty is not a 

bloc assigned to a political movement as an eternal attribute. It is a changing 
and limited quality. Justicialism is today suffering from that unexpected al- 
ternative. The UCR leadership is based on that very kind of anticipation. 
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Common Sense and Morals 


Why did Justicialism lose? To start, let us say the following: the 52-percent 
presidential vote for the UCR could well derive from the fragmentation of 

the center (whose combined factions obtained about 20 percent of the vote 

in 1973), along with the attraction it held for significant segments of old 
Justicialism. It is also likely that the new voters were massively 

in favor of Alfonsin. Both sources would influence the remaining 10 percent. 
The three additional supports may serve to shape some interesting hypothesis. 


This description, although necessary, is inadequate because the deeper phenome- 
non probes into an assumption of democratic theory. We who believe in this 
political system assume that the citizen, delicate and passionate, protected 

by the limited government and the division of powers, is a reasonable person 

in the final analysis: he makes judgments with a sense of the general good, 

he distinguishes between what is useful and what is undesirable. If this 

did not occur, there would be corruption, the worst kind, the kind which 
Machiavelli and Montesquieu attributed to the people. 


As the bishops said, the elections of 30 October tested our perceptions of 

the morals of those in government. Leaders whose conduct verged on illegality 
lost in the province of Buenos Aires; a perhaps moribund concept of corporative 
countries or anachronistic feudalisms lost in the federal capital to an over- 
whelming majority of more than 60 percent and political Justicialism--the 

source of the formula of Italo Luder and Deolindo Bittel--which has demonstrated 
on numerous occasions its ability to govern, won in many provinces. A fascinat- 
ing scenario: common sense as the foundation of democracy. It gets the 

first applause. 


Support: Majority and Minority 


Radicals and Justicialists account for approximately 92 percent of the regis- 
tered voters. There are no important third parties nationally. This is 

a typical picture of spontaneous polarization. Proportional representation 
favors a distribution among parties; with a less favorable electoral system, 
however, Argentines allow themselves the luxury of focusing their preferences. 
Thus we are facing a classic example of bipartisan distribution. An important 
lesson for the center and the left, which had resounding losses. 


However, there are some significant exceptions. Justicialism won governorships 
in nine provinces and Radicalism in seven. But three regional parties, the 
Autonomist-Liberal Pact, the Blocists and the Populists, won in Corrientes, 

San Juan and Neuquen. Those parties whose support was concentrated in certain 
districts effectively resisted polarization. This is worth considering for 

the Intransigent Party, which is strong in the city and province of Buenos 
Aires, and certainly for the Democratic Center Union, two of whose candidates 
for deputy won in the capital. 
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Political Harmony 


With a majority in the Electoral College and possibly in the Chamber of Deputies, 
and although the results for the National Senate are not yet known, the UCR 
will administer the next constitutional government. 


The task will be extremely difficult, a prospect summarized by a campaign 

in which there were no tricks or illusions. But it seems quite utopian to 
imagine a civilized future if the government and the opposition do not reach 
a republican compromise and establish a strategy for strengthening democracy. 


If we vote for democracy, it is good to know that it will be improved by 
defending the supreme value of constitutional legitimacy. In this country, 
there cannot be any winners or losers, but only one motto: to establish 
national unity. And if we also recognize that the only way to govern ourselves 
and to guarantee civil rights is the exercise of political freedom, with 

the hope that corporative powers will set aside their ambitions, then we 

will be able to set in motion the second foundation of democracy, which is 
postwar peace, the most precious possession of human dignity. 


11915 
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COUNTRY SFCTION ARGENTINA 


LORENZO MIGUEL'S FUTURE AS LABOR LEADER QUESTIONED 
Buenos Aires LA NACION in Spanish 31 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] Peronist trade unionism’s highest leaders, who head the two labor 
confederations into which the trade union movement is divided, achieved 
"ideological unity” last week within the framework of the 62 organizations, 
but postponed forming a single CGT [General Confederation of Labor] that 
“will be pluralistic.” 


The agreement was formalized on the basis of including six CGT-Azopardo unions 
in the previous leadership of the 62 organizations and confirmation of Lorenzo 
Miguel as head of the political-trade union arm of Justicialism. 


The Peronist trade union leaders went into the final week before the elections 
with greater concern over the results of yesterday's election in view of 

the steady rise of the Radical Civic Union's candidate, Raul Alfonsin, and 

the considerable rallying power achieved by that political group. 


Suppositions 


But beyond having achieved ideological unity in the fina’ stretch of the 
Peronist campaign in order to show that trade unionism is united, there re- 
mained for trade union leaders what observers have described as an “uncertain 
election result” for Justicialism and the future of the highest trade union 
boss, Lorenzo Miguel, whose position and influence began to decline following 
the derision to which he was subjected on 17 October in Velez and the jeers 
which he received on Friday at the final rally with which the Justicialist 
Party's presidential candidate, Italo Luder, concluded his election campaign. 


Although Miguel has received the support of his peers, it is obvious that 

his image has been severely damaged and thus’his influence has been weakened, 
not only within trade union ranks, but also within the party structure, in 
which he holds the office of first deputy chairman of Justicialism, which 
means the virtual leadership of that group. 


In Peronist political and trade union circles, it has been surmised that 
after the election battle, regardless of the results, a debate over Miguel's 
future will begin within the Justicialist structure. 
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There are those who maintain that "the blood will not reach the river” and 

that the setbacks suffered will cause him to change his strategy in an effort 
to improve his poor image. Some people surmise that for Miguel the key to 

this could be in reorganizing his surrounding situation to regain lost ground, 
ground which in the complex context of Justicialism has been gained by Herminio 
Iglesias politically and Saul Ubaldini on the trade union ievel. 


In contrast to the decline of Miguel, Ubaldini'’s position has obviously im- 
proved and this was demonstrated by the shows of support which he received 
during election campaign ceremonies. 


This has bolstered those within the trade union movement who are trying to 
have him installed as general secretary of the unified CGT. 


Divergent Positions 


With regard to unification in a single CCT, the plan currently seems far 
from having any concrete shape, since divergent positions persist. 


On one hand, CGT-Azopardo leaders contend that the traditional CGT's improve- 
ment should be entrusted to a provisional unified leadership of the trade 
union movement. 


This view is not shared by the CGT-RA [expansion unknown], whose leaders 
believe that the unification process should go through two stages. The first 
stage is the improvement of the traditional CCGT's structure through a commis- 
sion comprised equally of leaders of both labor confederations and whose 
mission will be merely administrative, since it will be assigned to look 
after the assets of Azopardo 802. The second stage will deal with the forma- 
tion of a provisional unified leadership which, once all trade unions are 
standardized, shall call a national trade union congress to elect the final 
officials. 


Political Necessity 


There is no easy solution to the present situation and everything suggests 
that despite the proclaimed unity of 14 October, Lorenzo Miguel's desire 

to achieve a unified leadership and dissolve the two current confederations 
does not seem close to taking shape. , 


Of Miguel's unification plan, only “ideological unity” within the 62 organiza- 
tions has been formalized and perhaps the agreement reached should be termed 
more a political necessity than an internal reality of Peronism. 


And this is perhaps demonstrated in the communique distributed by the 62 
organizations following their restructuring. ‘The actions of both labor con- 
federations during the military process were justified with the explanation 
that their differences lay only in "methods and operations” with the common 
goal of restoring democracy. 


11915 
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COUNTRY SECTION P BAHAMAS 


ATTORNEY GENERAL EXPLAINS ALLEGED DRUG BRIBE 
FL121149 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 6 Oct 83 p 1 
[Article by Anthony Forbes] 


[Excerpts] Attorney General Paul Adderley told a PLP [Progressive Liberal 
Party] rally Monday that the $100,000 paid by Bahamian lawyer Nigel Bowe 
to the Bahamas Government for drug smuggler Carlos Ledher went to the 
Treasury as a fine imposed by the Customs Department for release of 
Ledher's boat, Chelique IV. 


"That ain't no $100,000 a month. Some SOB made that up,” declared 

Mr Adderley as he referred to a report alleging that Mr Bowe was the go- 
between who carried money from American fugitive Robert Vesco to Prime 
Minister Pindling. "The money was paid to the Treasury for Ledher by Nigel 
Bowe. I don’t care what they say. I don’t care what they do from now." 


It was reported in late September that Mr Bowe, who heads the law firm of 
Bowe and Mackey, was ferrying $100,000 from Vesco to Government to cover up 
what NBC alleged was a drug smuggling ring at Norman's Cay. 


Mr Bowe has denied the charge originally published in the FORT LAUDERDALE 
NEWS. 7 


Mr Adderley said that the firm of Bowe and Mackey incorporated a company 
called Chelique 1V Limited, owned by Ledher. The company owned Chelique IV, 
a 58-foot Hatteras yacht. 


(This is incorrect. The Chelique IV Ltd was incorporated for Mr Kenny 

Cartwright in the law firm of McKinney Bancroft & Hughes on March 7, 1979, 
not Mr Bowe’s chambers. On October 18, 1979 Mr Cartwright sold the shares 
in his company and the yacht to Joe Lehder. The files for Chelique IV Ltd 
were later transferred to Mr Bowe's chambers by Guardian Trust for Lehder.) 


Mr Adderley said that in early February, 1981, the Chelique IV had been to 
Maimi to be repaired and when it returned to the Bahamas, it went to 
Norman's Cay without clearing Customs in Nassau. 
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"Now when you go to Miami under your own steam and have your boat repaired 
over there, when you come back you are supposed to declare to Customs the 
value of your repairs to pay duty on your repairs,” Mr Adderley said. 


He said Customs found out that the duty for repairs on Chelique IV was not 
paid and after finding out where the boat was, went to Norman's Cay, 
accompanied by a Defence Force boat. 


"They didn’t find Ledher. No sign of Mr Ledher,” Mr Adderley declared. 
"Well, that was expected because for over a year Ledher was in and out of 
there, in and out of Florida, all over the place. 


"Ledher had already been placed on the stop list since March of 1980, so 
Ledher wasn't anywhere to be found on that occasion on Norman's Cay, but 
the boat was at Norman's Cay," he said. "The boat was arrested at Norman's 
Cay and the boat was brought to Nassau.” 


lle said that after Customs was shown what repairs had been done to the boat 
in Miami, Customs ordered that $15,000 be paid in duty as the repairs has 
cost $30,000. 


"They have a right to do this," he added. “It happens all the time when 
people commit offences under the Customs Act and don't pay their duty 
properly. They have the right to seize the boat, hold onto the boat and 
impose a fine on your boat and require you to pay it.” 


Mr Adderley said that on February 13, the Comptroller of Customs wrote to 
the law firm of Bowe and Mackey: "With regard to your request for the 
release of the vessel, I am to advise that if your client is willing to 
accept my submission that the subject vessel is liable to forfeiture and 
is therefore willing to settle out of court, I am prepared to release the 
game for the sum of $100,000." 


Alternatively, Mr Adderley said the Comptroller told Bowe and Mackey: "If 
your client is not prepared to accept this figure then you have to accept 
this as my official request for you to initiate proceedings for the recovery 
of the subject vessel." 


On February 26, 1981, he said, a box said to contain $100,000 was delivered 
by the officers of Bowe and Mackey on behalf of the company, Chelique 1 Ltd 
to the Customs Department. 


He said that Customs turned the box with the money over to the Treasury, 
which counted it the following day and found it to contain $100,000. 


On February 27, 1981, it issued a receipt that it received from Bowe and 
Mackey $100,000, being the amount collected to secure the release of 
Chelique IV. 


"Now if I was in front of the jury, I would sit down,” said Mr Adderley, 
adding that Chelique IV was a boat owned by Carlos Ledher who owned the 
company Chelique IV Ltd. 
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"It had a boat. It was seized. Bowe and Mackey were acting for Carlos 
Ledher. Bowe and Mackey were acting for Chelique IV," he said. "Bowe and 
Mackey took $100,000 from Chelique IV Ltd, they took it and gave it to the 
Bahamas Government. $100,000! That's the story." 


Asking supporters to put themselves in Ledher'’s position for a minute, 
Mr Adderley said they would be mad with the government for having to pay 
$100,000 for their own boat. 


"So 1 don’t know what Ledher would have said to anybody after that about the 
Bahamas Government," he said. 


Mr Adderley added: "It went to the Treasury and we can't do anything more 


about that. It did not go to the Bahamas Government officials, it didn't 
go to no Prime Minister, it went to the Treasury." 


é 


CSO: 3298/1107 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


COMING BELIZE CITY COUNCIL ELECTIONS SPUR PARTY ACTIVITY 


Prospective UDP Candidates 


Belize City THE BEACON in English 15 Oct 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


WITH the U.D.P. Conven- 
tion to select candidates 
for December's Belize 
City Council elections 
just a week away, insid- 
ers have reported that 
the party's campaign is 
already in high gear, and 
divisions throughout the 
city have been swamped 
with canvassers. 

A party source calls on 
citizens to look out for 


UDP campaigners in their 
division, and learn why 
the present PUP adminis- 
tration should be voted 
out of office. 

Meanwhile, two more 
prospective UDP candi- 
dates have surfaced. 

They are: Popular sur- 
veyor Mr. Gustavo V. Bau- 
tista, and accountant Mr. 
Samuel Khaburn, who is a 
former police officer. 


Significance of Election 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 21 Oct 83 p 2 


{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


had enough. 
it is time, for a serious change. 


It is natural for some people to wonder out: 
the significance of the municipal elections to be held 
in a few weeks. 
At this newspaper we must state cate 
elections are most significant, indeed. 
Because, despite appearances, this is no city council 
elections it is a referendum on two years of an indepen 
-dence corrupt and unjust. 
elections: they are an opinion poll in Belize’s trad- 
ing and cultural capital on the first four 
mismanaged years of a five year term 
ple’s United Party on November 21, 197 


These are not 


A UDP victory in these elections will send a mess 


And enou 
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loud and clear to Latin America, the Caribbean, and t¢ 
North American capitals that the people of Belize 
, after all, is enough.This time 


loud at 


gorically, these 


municipal 


incredibly 
oT to the Peo- 


have 


BELIZE 


A UDP victory will mean that the voters of Belize Ci- 
ty have matured to the extent that they are prepared to 
endure the nine months or so of persecution from the 
re foggy verment in order to plow the pd up for 
the planting of new political seeds in 198s. 

Conversely, a PUP victory would have the most disas- 


trous of connotations for Belize. 


We shudder to think 


of a victory by Belize’s version of Ferdinand Marcos, 
Let us gird our loins and purge our minds ofall cow- 


ardly and negative thoughts. 
nation to reclaim our heritage of morality, 


love of neighbour. 
back. 


UDP Meeting 


Let us move together as a 


truth and 


We must get the PUP monkey off our 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 23 Oct 83 p 7A 


{Text ] 


TEN out of eleven 
. prospective can- 


didates were on 
hand to announce their 
City 


party convention on 
to form the UDP 





PUP Candidates 


Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 23 Oct 83 p 2 


{Text ] 


The Freetom Division 
of the People’s United 
Party met in a special co- 
nvention lust Tuesday in 
Independence Hall, Belize 
City, and selected its two 
candidate for the forth- 
coming Belize City Council 
elections. 
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MeField and Mr 


Voters of Belize City 
will go to the polls some 
time in December and elect 
nine members to the Coun- 
cil. | 

The Preetown candidates 
are Deputy Mayor Gloria 
Winston 
Sailing, J oP. 








CSO: 


3298/146 


The Convention expres- 
sed appreciation and 
thanks to Mayor Alvan 
fuller who will be g¢iving 
more time to his work in 
the private sector and 
would be unable to stand 
for election. 

Mayor Yuller thanked 
the Convention for the 
confidence shown in his 
and said that he would 
continue to work as an 
active member to bring 
victory to the party. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


ORANGE WALK CANE FARMERS ELECT ASSOCIATION OFFICERS 


Belize City DISWEEK in English 21 Oct 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text ] 


CSO: 





How 
e 
tn 
hi 
; ill 


HET 
il 
Ra 


years ago, Moh left $51,929 in the 


Association. At that time, cess 
(dues paid by farmers to the Asso- 


ciation) was only ten cents per ton 
of cane. Moh is also known to be 


honest and hard-working. 


Vega, on the contrary, is known to. 


be quite unpopular in the Orange 
Walk District. During 1980, 1981 
and 1982, he fought strongly 
against PUP strongman Briceno 
who now fully backs him. In 1981 


plished very little good and did 


3298/147 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


YOUTH POPULAR FRONT CHARACTERIZES DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 


Belize City THE REPORTER in English 23 Oct 83 p 4 


[Text ] 


THZ difference 
between the people 
of Belize and the 
people living in a 
democratic country is 
that in a democracy, 
the people have 
rights. In Belize 
they only enjoy 
privileges which can 
be taken away at 
any time by powerful 
ministers of 
government. 

This assessment 
comes from the 
Chairman of the 
Youth Popular Front, 
Mr. Rodwell Pinks, 
who is also (a 
candidate for the 
December City Council 
elections. 

"The great beauty 
about the American 
Declaration of 
Independence",  ac- 
cording to the YPF 
leader, "is that it 


es A+ 65. lear 


$40 UB; 

sma) 

(I) SMW) “wegen bu) Que 
S119m Ardy 
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the ernment 
yaa I ta P oto 
row the peop 
the péople have Ar 
right and a duty to 
take that power away 
from the government 
if the | pmargeea 
starts to troy the 
rights of the le. 
The pur of 
ss is one of 
those inalienable 





people of Belize did 
not have any rights; 


only privileges 
— upon them 

powerful 
ministers of 
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government 
and beg for what he 
wants. If the 


Minister is inclined 
to give it, he gets 
it. yada 

A 's right is 
a different thing. If 
you have a right, no 
one has the 


back at a moment's 
notice. 

"Today in Belize 
the PUP Ministers 
are the real masters 
- the real rulers of 


this country, and 
they see the nation's 
scarce resources - 
land, housing, jobs 
as their personal 
hegemony, to give 
out or to withhold as 
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COUNTRY SECTION 7s BELIZE 


REPORT ON MEETING OF TOLEDO PROGRESSIVE PARTY 


Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 16 Oct 83 pp 6, 8 


[Text J PUNTA GORDA - The Toledo Progre- 
ssive Party held a grand Meeting 
at the Plaza in Punta Gorda, at- 


tended by 2 gigantic crowd. Clearly 
one of TPP’s best Meetings. 


Officer C. Casimiro chaired the 

;} eeting and speakers were Executives 
JOHN GRINAGE, JOSEPHINE ARAMA, 

JOHN SANCHEZ, MAURICIO ROCHES, ALE- 
JAMNDKO VERNON and Councillor BILL 
USHER. 


Grinage pointed out that the PUP 
Government was broke. It was lay- 
ing off workers in varipus Depart- 
ments. President John Sanchez re- 
minded the audience that it has been 
« PUP tactic to employ men who 

were begging for jobs, just before 
Election Day. The same thing would 
happen next year here in Punta 
Sorda, he vredicted. 


Sanchez said we should not fall 

for those tactics anymore. We want 
jobs throughout the whole year, 

not just 81x months before an El- 
ection. He also noted that we 

are discriminated here, because 
whereas Belizeans of the Cayo Dis- 
trict can bring in articles from 
Melchor-de-Mencos, Bclizeans of 

the Toledo District could not do 
the same from Puerto Barrios, «ven 
though it was all coming from Gua- 
temala, He spoke about the setbacks 
we experience when travelling on 
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the southern highway, and blamed 
the PUP Government for the aban- 
donement of the Toledo District. 


JOSEPHINE'S MAIDEN! SPEECH 


TPP's new Treasurer, Miss Josephine 
Arana nounted the rostrum, and in 
a clear yotce, gave her full supp- 
ort to thé-foledo Progessive Par- 
ty, inviting the listeners to 
drop in at the TPP Office to ob- 
tain whatever information they so 
desired avout the functions of the 
TPP. Miss Arana noted that this 
was the Party that had Toledo at 
heart, and that it should be sup- 
ported by every Toledoan. 


Secretary Alejandro Vernon deli- 
yvered the key address, explaining 
the PUP'’s plan to bring in Cuban 
Troops when the British leave, 

(5 :  % -2) Ver- 
non also sald the G ment 
was partly to blame for the mari- 
juana cultivation in this District, 
secause the Gov't had put the poor 
farmer against the wall; so they 
had no other alternative, but to 
Hlant the weed for a few dollars 
they desperately needed. 


Vernon said that the TYP stood for 
"Pood Clothimt & Shelter’ for the 

Ovle of Belize, especially for us 

TolLedos and if we had light. in- 
dustries here, there would be a pay- 
rol? by which the men would be able 
to 2ive up to their obligations 
with their families. As it was «at 
present, everyono was depending or 
a Gov't job. : 


Alejandro quoted from the UNITED 
GENERAL W UNION Preas Relcase 
which stated that after 30 years of 
P.U.?, rule, the workers continue 
to face deepening un-employnent, in- 
creasing inflation & lower standard 
of iivings growing violation of hu- 
man ond trade union rights. He al- 
so mentioned that the P.G. Hospital 
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was under-staffed, the Nurses under- 
paic. the medicines old, and the 
equipment antiquated. 


Because of this un-settled Indepen- 
den: and the communist threat hang- 
ing over us, it was imperative to 
charge thie PUP Government, Vernon 
strt2d. He said, “Yor a New Society, 
Chés. ce the O14 Covernment !1* 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


WORKERS UNION NEWSLETTER CRITICIZES PUP ADMINISTRATION 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 15 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] LAST week THE BEACON [8 October issue not received] began publication 
of a Newsletter issued by the United General Workers Union on 20th September, 
in which the union harshly criticises the PUP Government. 


Part Il 
After thirty years under PUP rule, the workers continue to face: 


DEEPENING UNEMPLOYMENT: 


The population census of Belize tells us that in 1980, of an economically ac- 
tive population of 46,087, 11.3% of the men (4,049 men) and 24.4% of the fe- 
males (2592 females) were unemployed. The situation was even worse for the 
youths of the young people between 15-19 years, 40% were unemployed. Since 
then several firms have either closed down or reduced their operations result- 
ing in the laying off of many workers. Hardly any new firms have opened oper- 
ations to ease the situation. Some employers have been using the recession to 
replace workers with machines and containers. The hard work and money spent 
on education and training are going to waste when those who come out of 
schools and universities can find no jobs. Emmigration by Belizeans to coun- 
tries such as the U.S.A has had little beneficial effect. The arrival of sev- 
eral thousand refugees to Belize from war-torn Central America has been put- 
ting pressures on the limited employment opportunities. Ruthless employers in 
search of cheap and non-unionized labour have been indulging in unfair re- 
cruitment practices in employing these refugees and depriving Belizeans of 
jobs and a basic livelihood. The PUP government has also been reducing the 
number of Belizeans it employs and is beginning to rely more on foreign la- 
bour. As a result, several Belizeans have been turning to drug trafficking 
(marijuana) as a source of income and livelihood. Depriving Belizeans of the 
right to work and the means to earn a living is a crime against them. Those 
who create unemployment must be called to account for their policies. 


(To be con'd). 


CSO: 3298/145 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BELIZE 


AMANDALA ASSAILS PRICE FOR DECEIVING FOREIGN SUPPORTERS 


Belize City AMANDALA in English 21 Oct 83 pp 5, 8 


[Article: "From the Publisher” ] 


{Text ] 


Mr. Price has used the 
British and the Guatemalans 
against each other for thir 
-ty years, but there is now 
a third factor in the equa- 
tion ~<- the Americans. 

By now of course we know 
that Mr. Price has run Bel- 
ize on to financial reefs 
and is pleading with the 
United States to tug him 
off the rocks into finan - 
Cial liquidity. His card 


in the hole -is Belize’sstra 


tegic importance to Central 
America. Washington, he 
figures, will prop up his 
tottering regime if he fol- 
lows orders, such és travel 
-ling to the U.S.S. CORAL 
SEA, spraying the Belize 
weed fields and countryside 
with paraquat, and so on 
and so forth. 

What Mr. Price does not 
know, though, is that the 
American public, unlike the 
British and the Guats, can- 
not abide and will not tol- 
erate leaders who are prov- 
en to be bullying their own 


people. 
Take President Marcos of 
the Philippines for in- 


stance. Because the U.S. 


needs his country for mili- 
tary bases strategic to the 
security of Southeast Asia, 
Mr. Marcos allowed his op-- 
ponent Mr. Aquino to be 





shot down in the most bra- 
zen manner in the broadest 
of daylight. The American 
public became incensed. Pre 
-sident Reagan has had to 
cancel his scheduled visit 
to the Philippines next 
month, and it is ouropinion 
that Marcos is finished. It 
is only a matter of time. 
Since 1979, Mr. Price, 
quite cleverly and aided by 
the massive inability of the 
constitutional opposition 
to reach across Belize’s 
borders, has created the 
impression regionally that 
his government is supported 
by upwards of 80 per cent 
of the people, that the op 
-position to him is scat - 
tered, reactionary, or ad- 
venturistic, that he is 4 
true Christian with a sta- 
ble government and a harmo- 
niously docile population. 


In Belize we know that 
half of the people of Bel - 
ize have been rejecting Mr. 
Price at the polls for the 
last 20 years, that Mr. 
Price is a hypocrite, a 
victimizer, and a bully, 
that his government is pro- 
ven corrupt and ideological 
-ly divided, and that ft is 
an enormous police state 
apparatus which keeps the 
lid on the boiling pot that 
is Belize. 








CSO: 


But in Kingston, Port-of- 
Spain, Georgetown, Washing- 
ton, Ottawa, and other re- 


gional capitals, officials 
have veen well programixnd 


by the PUP government. When 
regional officials come to 
Belize for any meeting or 
conference, they are housed 
in the San Ignacio Hotel, 
bussed to Belmopan in the 
morning, bussed back to San 
Ignacio in the evening, and 
motherhenned and cooed over 
in between by the govern - 
ment toadies, you know them, 
the leslies, and the Halls 


and the Castillos and so on. 


Regional officials almost 
never visit Belize City. If 
they do, they only travel 
between their hotel and the 
Prime Minister's 
They are never allowed to 
make contact with the free 
press. 

When they fly back home , 
all the news they receive 
about Belize is controlled. 
Almost all of the interna - 
tional news networks - Asso 
~ciated Press, United Press 
International, Reuters, 
Voice of America, etc.-have 
a stringer in Belize who is 
supposed to file news. Eve 
-ry one of the stringers is 
a known PUP member or sup- 
porter. The only news that 
somes out of Belize is what 


George Price wants to come 
out of Belize. 
At the time of the Heads 


of Agreement, nobody in the 
rest of the world knew that 
a Belize government minis - 
ter was marching down the 
street shotgunning civil - 
jans. There waw a news 


blackout surrounding Belize. 


Foreign correspondents who 
reached Miami were told that 
the Belize airport WAS 
closed. 

There is a huge gap bet- 
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Lodge. 
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ween what is happening in 
Belize and what the rest of 
the world believes is the 
Belizean situation. 

In Belize, we know there 
are laws infringing on free 
-dom of assembly and expres 
-sion. You cannot gather 
cs-a up ina public 
place without a police li- 
cense. You cannot discuss 
politics ina group of four 
even in your own home with- 
out a police permit. 

Every single organization 
in Belize, (civic, sports, 
friendly, secret, or other- 
wise) no matter how small, 
has an agent reporting di- 
rectly to the Prime Minis - 
ter on executive discussions 
and group programmes. Any- 
one who marches in a demon- 
stration is photographed by 
the Secret Service (Special 
Branch) and a dossier is 
kept on that person. Any 
meeting by workers to dis- 
cuss industrial action at- 
tracts Secret Service inves 
-tigation. 

Every single registration 
officer is a PUP member or 
supporter. 

PUP officials and favour- 
ites do not pay taxes or 

I could go on. But we 
don’t have to tell you what 
is going on in Belize. 

We do have to let the 
rest of this hemisphere and 
in particular the American 
people know what is going 
on here. If not, they will 
@ive George Price money to 


help Belize, and he will 
use the money to keep the 
corrupt and oppressive PUP 


administration in power.And 
if that happens, the people 
of Belize will turn to com- 
mMunism as surely as the 
night does follow the day. 














COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


GOVERNMENT STEPS UP WAR ON DRUGS, MEETS CRITICISM OF TACTICS 
Mexican Involvement 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 7 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] BELIZE CITY, Fri. Oct. 7--One of our sources declared yesterday morn- 
ing that 30 Mexican helicopters guarded by Mexican soldiers had begun spraying 
the dangerous herbicide paraquat on areas of Corozal believed to contain mari- 
juana plants. Any other leafy plants in the area will perish, as you may 
know, and our source says almost every cane farmer in Corozal is also growing 
weed. 


This is sure to cause a political storm of major proportions, hence the reason 
for the Corozal South's Florencio Marin hurriedly holding his constituency 
convention last Sunday before the spraying began. (See story on page 6.) 


Another source said this morning his understanding of the weed hunt involved a 
land based (burning of fields) operation involving police, BDF, and the Mexi- 
can army, with the helicopters for aerial survey and location. 


This source points out that both the Mexicans and the British Army have taken 
seriously threats from a major weed organization in Belize to shoot down both 
Mexican and British helicopters in the area of anti-weed operations. 


Further speculation has it that since the Mexican Army is clearly operating 
illegally in Belize, Mr. Price may be using the weed hunt as the "thin edge of 
the wedge” to prepare Belizeans for the Mexican Army as a replacement force 
for the British Army which will pull out of Belize in the not too distant 
future. 


Tangentially, certain quarters are wondering whether there ia any connection 
between Florencio Marin’s frequent visits to Cancun and the fact that reputed 
Cuban agent Juan Duran is headquartered there. 

Use of Mexican Soldiers 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 7 Oct 83 p 2 
[Text] The Thursday midday edition of the radio Belize news referred to a 


joint anti-drug operation by the Belize Police Force, the Belize Defence 
Force, and the "Mexican government." 
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Our sources say, however, that the Mexicans, reacting to threats from Belizean 
elements to shoot down the paraquat helicopters, have sent in to Belize Mexi- 
can soldiers to defed their whirlywinds. 


If this is true, it mocks Belizean sovereignty. 


Our sources did not say if the Mex soldiers wore their own uniforms, civilian 
clothing, or BDF uniforms. 


Government Determination 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 9 Oct 83 p 12 


[Text] A joint operation by the Belize Defence Force and the Police was 
launched last week in an effort to destroy all marijuana fields in the 
country. 


The drive is in complying with Government's commitment to stamp out the mari- 
juana trade. 


A spokesman for the Prime Minister's Office said Government will not hesitate 
in its resolve to stamp out the illicit drug trade. 


Government 1s concerned about the effects the drug trade has on our people, on 
the security of the country, and on the reputation of the country of Belize 
which stands out as a model of peace and stability in the region. 


Details of Government Action 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 9 Oct 83 pl 


[Text] LARGE-SCALE AERIAL SPRAYINGS of the deadly chemical PARAQUAT, known 
also as Agent Orange in the Orange Walk, Corozal, Cayo and Toledo districts 
this week mark the beginning of the Belize government's second offensive in 
the War on Marijuana. 


A tanker truck bringing in 30,000 liters of the lethal liquid has arrived in 
Orange Walk and is being stored near the Fire Station in the town itself. Two 
Mexican sprayer helicopters bearing the identifying marks XC-BES and XC-BAT 
are being used under contract to do the spraying. 


Orange Walk district is also bristling with more than 300 armed BDF soldiers 
who have been sent in as a show of force to occupy every village and hamlet in 
the Orange Walk district. The BDF were called out in force after a British 
reconnaisance helicopter was shot at while making an aerial survey of mari- 
juana fields last week. Unconfirmed reports say one RAF pilot was injured in 
the incident. 


A reliease from the Prime Minister's Office on Thursday announced that the 
Belize government is concerned about the harmful effects of Marijuana on the 
people of Belize and on the security of Belize and also about the good name of 
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Belize for peace and stability. It said the Government would not falter in 
its resolve to stamp out the illicit trade. 


While a large number of "farmers" are angry about the destruction of their 
marijuana harvest, an even larger number are dismayed over the Belize govern- 
ment’s use of parquat in aerial spraying over lands devoted as well to tradi- 
tional agriculture The Unite States has done only token aerial spraying in 
the continental United States with this chemical, and even this limited use 
has kicked up a legal storm. 


Under the Caribbean Basin initiative agreement the Belize government is re- 
quired to do all it can to root out the marijuana trade, but there is nothing 
that obliges the Belize government to use Paraquat in aerial spraying. 


Keports from Orange Walk say that this is not the first time than an aircraft 
has been shot at, but it is the first time that somebody has been hurt. Gov- 
ernment, it has been learned is concerned at what appears to be a growing 
sense of defiance among the marijuana overlords of the north, and the BDF 
strength is Belmopan’s answer to this 


Criticism of BDF 
Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAK in English 16 Oct 83 ppl, 4 


[Excerpt] The Mexican helicopters, protected by the B.D.F. are spraying in 
Toledo. 


The Government of Mr George Price in collaboration with the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and with finance from the Government of the United States launched the 
stamp-out campaign through the country of BELIZE last week. 


Mexican helicopters are spraying all marijuana fields from Corozal down to the 
Toledo District. 


The Covernment of President Ronald Reagan has promised to help Mr Price's 
Covernment overcome the economic crises facing Belize, providing Mr Price 
collaborates with the U.S.A. A stipulation is that Mr Price should erradicate 
the marijuana cultivation in this country and Mr Price has agreed to do so. 


B.D.F. Abuse Their Authority 


While citizens of integrity disagree with marijuana cultivation, there is, on 
the other hand general repudiation for the manner in which the BELIZE DEFENCE 
FORCE ransack the homes of suspects. 


Unconfirmed reports from the northen districts tell the story that B.D.F sol- 
diers pocket thousands of dollars which are found under mattresses, whether it 
is Belizean dollars or American notes. 


In the Toledo District, the STAR has been told that the B.D.F. go into homes 
in the villages and take money, valuables, appliances when they are searching 
for marijuana; but do not return the valuables to their owners. 
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In Silver Creek a man's shack with marijuana was set afire, but his beans and 
corn was also burnt. 


Out in the fields, the deadly PARAQUAT has touched corn and beans and also 
coconut trees which have turned yellow with poison. 


The Good Suffer With the Bad 


It could not be the Government's intention for the innocent farmer to be har- 
rassed by the B.D.F., and for his milpa of cash crops to be burnt along with 
marijuana acres but this is happening, and hundreds of citizens are annoyed 
about this. 


There is also the fear that Paraquat has infested the small creeks and water- 
holes which the people in the rural use for washing and bathing and its water 
for drinking. 


It is being said that Hon Shoman has objected to the spraying of Paraquat in 
his constituency in the Cayo District because of its deadly effect. if this 
is true, as Minister Health for the whole of Belize, he should also have ob- 
jected to the spraying in other districts; and use some other herbicide. 


Orange Walk Charges 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 21 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] ORANGE WALK, Fri. Oct. 21--A Permanent Secretary's daughter who lives 
here was charged with the possession of six sacks of marijuana, two bucketfuls 
of marijuana, and two marijuana trees growing in the yard yesterday afternoon. 
She was bailed by Minister Joe and Mayor Polo Briceno. 


Our sources say police had staked out the home since 9 a.m. yesterday but the 
lady was nowhere to be found until 3:30 this afternoon. Street sources say 
the lady's husband has been in Belize City negotiating with a white man buyer 
who turned out to be an undercover narcotics agent. Thus, the heat. 


With Orange Walk in a state of siege for the last two weeks, roadblocks at 
entry and exit points, and four helicopters spraying daily with the serious 
herbicide paraquat, weed people are harvesting in a panic and throwing caution 
to the wind in their search [for] customers. 

Drug Law Revisions 


Belize City DISWEEK in English 21 Oct 83 pl 


[Text ] 0 indication of the Govern- If the bill becomes law, the fines 
ment’s seriousness in stamp- that magistrates can chasge con- 
ing out the spiralling drug victed persons will be increased ten- 
trade was given at the last fold, from a present maximum of 

House meeting when a bill was $10,000 to $100,000. Magistrates 

introduced to amend the Danger- will also be able to send the convict 

ous Drugs Ordinance. to prison with hard labour for a 
maximum of five years. 
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But a aly gn gi SF eee eae Se fey 
government means tough permits confiscation of 
oo ee oma tonne © O85 Oo siscraft, vessel os vehicie, and that 
pared long-standing only if it was used in the commis 
principle that all criminal trials in sion of or to facilitate the offense 
the Supreme Court are trials by in 2 selsted matter, and 

such trials will be held by a Judge on ag Ea cage Fog ps 
pA — yee Court without a sion of firearms Pang? peor 

, decision whether to t 
the case before 8 magietrste or in 2S Sal SS Bee OGnenes 
the Supreme Court will be taken ner Sees Say 8 
» Fad pica of iota offense and the maximum nn 
the serioumess of the case. A per. only $250.00. The proposed 
Simcis 860 Sverre 
a 

and/or imprisonment oith heed out & jury, and the fine in that case 
labour for up to ten years is increased to $50,000, or two 


New Police Powers 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 23 Oct 83 p 1 


Te 
ones A PLAN to give wide ranging police powers to the army 


during normal times, including authority to arbitrarily stop and 
search, search and seize and the power to confine citizens to their 
homes or to any other place has been approved Cabinet and will 
be introduced shortly to the House of Repr es. 

Reliable reports say the plan originated with Home Minister 
Lindberg Rogers, who is pushing hard for its approval. Rogers 
says he needs the extra power for his BDF to overcome certain 
legal obstacles the army has been f ° 

A weak-knedd Cabinet has gone and approved the Rogers 
proposal, and since the Cabinet members form a majority in the 
House of Representatives, the Government is hoping that it will be 
able to sneak this vile piece of legislation through the House 
without too much publicity. 

Under the plan the Belize Defence Act is to be modified to permit 
the BDF to act independently of the civil authority and the police. 


A meeting of the The argument by innocent citizens - 
House of Repre- the Minister of Home one of them fatally, 
sentatives has affeirs, that he These criminal cases 
been set for Friday, needs this extra have irked the Army 
October 28, and it is power for his BDF,is brags, who somehow 
believed ‘Nat the wholly without think that they 
new controversial foundation. Recently should be above the 
legislation will be two BDF soldiers law. 
introduced at this have been put on The proposed law 
sitting. trial for shooting 1s intended as 4 
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compromise, stretch- 
in the law to 
ackomodste the BDF 
and the expanded 
role which the 
government now 
wants it to play in 
maintaining law and 


order during normal 
times. The Bill when 


introduced, will 
sound mn shrill 
danger signal 
throughout the land 
But since the 


government plans to 
rush it through in 
two sittings, and 
since the published 
Bill will not reach 
the public until after 
the first reading, 
citizens won't have a 
good opportunity ‘to 
study it and make 
representations. 

To avoid this, the 
REPORTER is 


and final readings of 
the Bill to give the 
country the 
opportunity to study 
the constitutional 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


GUATEMALAN CLAIM, UK TROOP WITHDRAWAL THREAT SPARK REACTION 


Accusation Against VOA 


Belize City DISWEEK in English 7 Oct 83 pl 


[Text ] 


of America’, quoting the’ 

London Times, has lied to the 

world (not for the first time) 
when it carried a story last Sunday 
that British Prime Minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, had informed 
(.S. President Reagan that British 
troops stationed in Belize would 
won be withdrawn. The story has 
since been categorically denied by. 
the British Foreign Office and also 
by their representative in Belize, 
hrances Trew. 


Ihere is no doubt that Reagan and 
Tiatcher did discuss Belize. After 
ut), British lives would be endang- 
ered if there was a blow up of the 
Central American conflict spilling 


into Belize. 
It is also well known that the U.S. 


Administration does have an igside 
track with the new Guatemalan 
military regime of Mejia Victores. 


It is clearly in everybody's interest 
that the British troops should stay 
in Belize until the problem ig set- 


| t is now history. The“ Voice 
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neighboring state and they do 
interfere in another country’s in- 
ternal affairs. The samme cannot be 
said for the intelligence arm of the 
U.S. administration. It is now ack- 
knowledged by U.S. officials that 
the C.LA. is actually aiding and 
assisting “the Contras” who are 
fighting against the government of 
Nicaragua. 

it is also clear that wherever the 
US. military is present, the area 
becomes a hornet’s nest for vio- 
lence. Hondurans are telling us of 
their recent experiences. 


We all know that the British troops 
cannot stay in Belize forever. They 
are here, to use the appropriate 
jargon, for “an appropriate period”, 
or to use the language we prefer, 
fos “the necessary period.” Let's 
keep it that way. 











Charges Against Price 
Belize City AMANDALA in English 7 Oct 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Excerpts] The thing we have always found most remarkable about the Guatemal- 
an claim is its effect on the people of Belize: the Guatemalan claim divides 

us, whereas all other peoples of the world unite when they are threatened by a 
foreign invader. 


We remember that the No Guatemala demonstrations of the 1960s were declared 
anti-PUP by the leader of that party, Mr. George Price. The conclusion could 
only be that if one was against Guatemala, one was against Mr. Price. Those 
who participated in No Guatemala demonstrations were photographed and subjec- 
ted to special victimization by Price and his administrations. Why? 


What do we know for facts about the relationship of Price to Guatemala? 


We know he spent two years in Guatemala in a seminary training to be a priest 
in the early 1940s. 


We know that he was meeting with Guatemalan Foreign Minister Granados in Lon- 
don in 1957, conspiring to, in the dramatic words of the late Governor Thor- 
ley, sell out Belize “lock, stock, and barrel." 


We know that in March, 1981, Price signed the Heads of Agreement, which docu- 
ment was interpreted by the majority of Belizeans as yet another of the man's 
consistent attempts to sell out the country “lock, stock and barrel." 


Ydigoras Fuentes, who was Guatemalan President in the late 50s and early 60s, 
claimed in his memoirs that his country had paid millions of quetzales to 
George Price and others to maintain a "fifth column” movement in Belize. 


Historians of the People’s United Party know that the leaders of the party as 
late as 1955 were Leigh Richard son, Philip Goldson, and George Price, seem- 

ingly in that order. While Richardson and Goldson were black, Price dreamed 

of a Hispanic destiny for Belize. 


Price overpowered the Richardson/Goldson combine in 1956 by spending large 
amounts of money which British intelligence traced to Guatemala. 


And so it goes. It goes ominously on and on. 


And all members of the Cabinet and PUP inner circle have their green cards and 
large bank accounts stashed abroad. 


They have raped Belize enough to live happily ever after. 


They have no problem. It is we peasants who must remain behind who have the 
problem. 
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The only way we can solve the problem is to become united. But we are now 
very divided. 


Which individual person has done more than any other to divide the people of 
Belize in the last 30 years? 


Answer that question and you will know who has been Guatemala's most success- 
ful agent. 


UDP Position 
Belize City THE BEACON in English 15 Oct 83 p 3 
[UDP release on British troop withdrawal] 


[Text] THE United Democratic Party has noted with great concern the news re- 
ports of last week, which indicated that British Troops may leave Belize as 
early as 1984. 


The UD? has waited for the Government of Belize to make some official state- 
ment on the matter, but has realized with a sense of amazement that none will 
be forthcoming. 


The party feels that the pronouncement from the British Foreign Office, saying 
that it is still the intention of Her Majesty's Government to have the troops 
remain in Belize “for an appropriate period,” is not at all reassuring - since 
approrpiate period has never been defined and may in fact turn out to be no 
longer than the end of 1984. The UDP has always recognized that under a for- 
mula as ambiguous and uncertain as ‘appropriate period,’ the likelihood is for 
the British troop withdrawal from this country to take place sooner rather 
than later. Thus, the party has always insisted on the urgent need for a con- 
tinuing search for alternative solutions to our security problem. 


The United Democratic party therefore goes on record as expressing its disgust 
at the apparent lack of movement by the People's United Party Government on 
this matter. Since independence, there has been no systematic efforts made by 
the government to either resolve the dispute with Guatemala, or conclude al- 
ternative defence arrangements for when the British leave. It appears to the 
UDP that the government, having created the security problem by its i1l11-timed 
independence, now proposes to simply wish the problem away. The UDP condemns 
this criminal irresponsibility, and on behalf of the people of this country 
demands an accounting from the government of their non-performance on this 
issue. The United Democratic Party now feels that the government cannot be 
trusted with the handling of our security problem. The party suspects that 
the government has deliberately done nothing, so that as the departure of the 
British becomes more imminent, the government may exploit the climate of fear 
which will prevail, in order to pressure the people into accepting in some new 
form, the traitorous Heads of Agreement. After all, Prime Minister Price has 
always insisted that the "Heads" form the best basis for a solution to the 
dispute. Put the UDP hereby serves notice on the government that it will re- 
sist with every means at its command, this kind of conspiracy against the na- 
tional interest of this country. 
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The UDP announces that it has already activated its parliamentary lobby in 
England with a view to persuading Mrs. Thatcher into agreeing to a longer, 
more definite commitment to Belize. The UDP now calls on the government to 
stop operating in the dark, to cease playing fast and loose with our security, 
to take this opportunity to try and redeem itself by finally coming clean with 
the people. This matter must be placed above party politics and treated as 
requiring national unity. The party therefore calls for the immediate ap- 
pointment of a bipartisan committee in the House of Representatives to monitor 
security affairs, and to allow both sides to make constructive inputs into 
finding a solution to our problems. 


In doing these things the UDP feels that it is reflecting the concerns and 
sentiments of every person of conscience who truly loves Belize. 


[Editor's Note: The above UDP statement is also carried in full by THE 
REPORTER, of Belize City, in its 16 October edition, pages 1 and 4.] 


Cuban Involvement 
Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 16 Oct 83 p 3 
[Bracketed material underlined in text] 


[Text] BY NOW it should be clear in the minds of ali Belizeans that the 
British Troops will have to leave Belizean soil. Prestigious British news- 
papers like the LONDON TIMES and the DAILY EXPRESS would not print an article 
on British plans if it were not so. It was Britain's own story which was 
quoted by the VOICE OF AMERICA. 


Nevertheless, the local BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES and the communistic DISWEEK have 
played it down by stating that there is no decision to withdraw the troops; 
and even though British High Commissioner Mr Trew has sung the Foreign Office 
line by denying the news, he cannot be categoric about it, because he was not 
at the White House when Prime Minister Thatcher and President Reagan discussed 
about BELIZE. 


Indeed there is apprehension about the eventual withdrawal of the British 
Troops But Belize should have been prepared for that eventuality, by solving 
the Anglo-Guat Dispute. 


Belizeans cannot expect to have the British here forever, when we have taken 
their power, and replaced their white Governor with our own. What type of 
mentality is that one which wants Independence, and still expects the ex-co- 
lonialist power to spend [British] taxpayers millions to defend us? It's ab- 
surd. It's humiliating, and even criminal to teach our people that the Brit- 
ish [must] stay here, when we know fully well it cannot be so. 


This newspaper, ever since 1976, has been saying:- A solution to the Anglo- 
Guat Dispute will free us of fear; will free us from costly defence; and will 
bring about Peace and Prosperity for Belize. 
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But our government has spent more time spending taxpayers money on prepara- 
tions for defence, and even quarelling with foreign news-agencies about Brit- 
ain's ‘obligation’ to defend Belize - than on a sincere approach to a solution 
to the Dispute. 


Britain knows what Guatemala wants. Mr Price knows what Guatemala wants. The 
USA knows what Guatemala wants. And Britain, Guatemala and Belize did sign an 
accord for a solution, only to have Belize throw it overborad, even though we 
were obtaining what Belize needed: - Independence, with Guatemala’s 
recognition. 


Today, the PUP Government and its newspapers continue to lull the population 
into a sense of security which is false. Writers in the BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES 
and DISWEEK are doing this, because, as the [TOLEDO STAR] has said over and 
over again: Mr Price and his Government are using the “appropriate period” of 
the British Troops presence here, to secure an arrangement with Fidel Castro 
and other non-aligned communist leaders to bring in their troops when the 
British leave. 


Such a manuever has been concocted, and is about to be consummated. But it 
will not bring us PEACE; nor will it drop Guatemala’s Claim. Instead, we 
shall live in hell, enslaved in the Marxist-Leninist doctrine under Price, 
Musa, and Shoman. 


U.S. as Ally 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 16 Oct 83 p 2 
[Editorial] 


[Text] Prime Minister Ceorge Price recently singled out the United States of 
America as a natural ally of Belize. This is not hard to understand. Because 
of our geographic position, because of our historic and even our political 
position, we have a lot in common. 


We had relations with the United States long before we became independent. 
Since independence on Sept. 21 1981, however, the US has shown a renewed in- 
terest in Belize. It is our hope that we will benefit positively from this 
new situation. 


We have a large measure of confidence that our relations with the United 
States will continue to be good, we trust that our leaders will know how to 
take this relationship in the right direction. 


Last week's visit by the new Assistant Secretary for Inter American Affairs, 
Mr Langhorne Motley, once again gave our government the opportunity to hold 
indepth discussions with a top official of the US Government. It gave our 
leaders the opportunity to have an idea as to how the US is presently looking 
at Belize. 
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will be fought with such stealth and 
savagery that force of arms alciie cannot 
prevail against it. This war will be 
unconventional. It will be ideological, 
confusing and divisive where the 
conventional kind is unifying and clearly 
defined. It is the kind of civil strife that is 
not fought on battlefields but in men's 
minds; the kind that seeks to turn model 
students into revolutionaries, re-write 
history, humanize religion, -and recreate 
society. .This kind of civil warfare can set 
father against son, rich against poor if 
we allow it, and the death-toll as the 
civil strife in El Saivador now proves, 
Ct b2come quite high. 

Foreign observers have agreed that the 
United States will move quickly to fill the 
void that will dev2lop once the British 
leave. We have no doubt about it. But the 
presence of the United Ciates Marines will 
not spare Belize the anguish of having to 
meet Communism head-on, and sooner rather 
than later. 

The battle-lines have already been drawn, 
and Belize is about to slip from the frying 
pan into the fire. 

God, give us strength of character to 
stand up for the Christian principles we 
believe in and to watch over our fragile 
democracy since this is the form of 
government which offers the best prospect 
for Belize and her people. 


Price on Territorial Integrity 
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 23 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text] Prime Minister George Price told the House of Representatives last 
week that throughout the history of the negotiations dealing with Guatemala's 
unfounded claim to Belize no commitment has been made affecting the territor- 
ial integrity and sovereignty of Belize. 


Mr Price made the statement in reply to a question by the former leader of the 
United Democratic Party, Hon. Theodore Aranda. He was requesting assurances 
that the Government of Belize would not make any commitment which would endan- 
ger the territorial integrity and sovereignty of Belize without the prior un- 
equivocal and direct approval from the people of Belize. 


Addressing the matter of the 17 proposals to which Mr Aranda referred the 
Prime Minister said that they were never binding on Belize and were rejected. 
The Heads of Agreement of 1981, he said, formed the basis for negotiations in 
the search for a solution, and were subsequently rejected by Guatemala. 
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Judging from Mr Motley'’s statements the Belize-US relationship is on the right 
track. Motley singled out Belize as a true democracy in the region. He said 
it was "refreshing and relaxing to come to Belize." He also said that the 
fact that Belize was the sixth country he visited is evidence of the interest 
that the United States has in Belize. 


[It is obvious then that the United States continues tu be a natural and a good 
ally of Belize. We sincerely hope this will not change. 


U.S. Military Role 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 16 Oct 83 p 2 
{Editorial} 


[Text } THE DECISION by the British Government 
to withdraw her troops from Belize 
sometime next year though long expected, 
comes witn the kind of trauma that always 
accompanies a death in a family. Britain, a 
stabilizing influence for more than a 
century and a half in this part of the 
world, is getting ready to move out, finally 
and unconditionally. 

She will be missed. For Belizeans who 
will miss her most, the pull-out could nc: 
have come at a worse’ time. 

Two years ago, at tne time of our 
independence, such a pull-out would have 
caused consternation, but the threat from 
Guatemala would be something physical - 
tangible, definable and visible. At worst, it 
would have led to a limited engagement of 
men and arms and after that a truce. The 
world powers would see to that. If it came 
to war, Belizeans knew instinctively that it 
would be a conventional war, hot but 
unifying. Belize would be fighting as an 
under-dog, in the defence of her homeland, 
and we would be fighting as one united 
people. 

Today the perils are _ greater. The 
problems with Guatemala have not been 
solved, and the vacuum left by the British 
pull-out will almost certainly prompt Cuba 
and her legions of the left to make a did 
for Belize while at the same time spur on 
the Guatemalans in what they believe to be 
the rightness of their cause. 

In the long run as well as on the short, 
international communist strategy, ai-’cady 
seriously committed to Central America, 
cannot now afford to ignore Belize. 

But this will be a different kind of 
warfare from the one we know about, and it 
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The Prime Minister added that the consistent policy of the Government of Be- 
lize remains that a settlement of the dispute must be without prejudice to the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Belize. 


Call for New Regional Alliance 
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 16 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] The Christian Democratic Party led by Dr. Theodore Aranda, has called 
for an equitable solution of the Guatemalan dispute over Belize and has pro- 
posed a new Caribbean-Ce Central American Alliance to be made up of Central 
American and Caribbean nations for the purpose of "safeguard(ing) their inter- 
ests and to co-operate with one another to enhance democracy, freedom and 
peace, to prevent or contain violent conflict and wars as well as to eliminate 
the factors that cause or feed aggression.” - 


This alliance, according to the CDP, “would be designed to perform the dual 
but complimentary task of deterring foreign aggression and incursion and to 
strike and eliminate any military threat to the alliance.” 


Politically, the alliance is to be founded on "solidarity and faternity of 
free Caribbean and Central American peoples who share the fundamental values 
of peace, democracy and human dignity.” 


It is, in the words of the CDP release, "to unite the Caribbean and Central 
America, to prevent aggression among its members and to settle differences and 
disputes peacefully through negotiation.” 


In the economic arena the alliance aspires to "build a system of trade and 
commerce among its members to provide and maintain a stable market for their 
own produce at stable prices.” 


"The Alliance” states the CDP, “is for the maximum exploration and exploita- 
tion of the members’ own resources for their own benefit. But recognizing 
that the Caribbean and Central America are of the Third World with limited re- 
sources the alliance is seek to secure a pact for defence, economic and polit- 
ical welfare from the United States and other like-minded world powers such as 
Germany and England. 


CSO: 3298/144 
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COUNTRY SECTION BELIZE 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT ACTION ON SUGAR--COROZAL TOWN, Mon. Sept. 26--Inside information 
has revealed that despite the high recommendations issued by the United Na- 
tions’ select team appointed to investigate Belize Sugar Industries’ effi- 
ciency, the government of Belize has refused the purchasing of the 85% shares 
offered by that company. This, according to our source, is because of liquid- 
ity problems on the part of government. It is said, however, that government 
is willing to venture into a 49% purchase of the shares while BSI and/or the 
Cane Farmers’ Association should contol the remaining 51%. In a report on 
their findings the UN commission stated, "BSI is an efficient well managed 
sugar company. It is staffed by a capable group of technicians whose princi- 
pal emphasis is on performance and budget results. Teamwork among the employ- 
ees is good. In comparison with other sugar organizations BSI must be rated 
as a low cost efficient producer.” In the light of this the future of the in- 
dustry remains uncertain, despite the huffing and puffing of government minis- 
ters, particularly Marin. [Belize City AMANDALA in English 7 Oct 83 p 6] 


CSO: %3298/147 
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PLP ANALYZES ELECTION RESULTS IN PARTY PUBLICATION 


Evaluation of Defeat 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 24 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 


{Text ] 





Progressive Labour Party (PLP) inaction and the char- 
ima of Premier the Hon. John Swan — not low voter 
registration — led to the PLP’s crushing defeat in the 
February 4 election. 

This was the conclusion reached by Bermudian political 
scientist Mr. C. Walton Brown Jr., writing in the “indepen- 
dent viewpoint” column of the PLP’s newspaper Party Line 

The PLP has said that the low voter registration had 
played a major paft in its defeat. Out of a possible 41.000. 
1.215 were not registered to vote. 

The Opposition’s subsequent bid to have the election 
declared null and void on the grounds that Government had 
tailed to ensure that all eligible voters were registered was 
thrown out of Supreme Court. 

Mr. Brown, however, put forward three reasons for the 
VLP defeat — the appeal of Mr. Swan, the “very 
«ophisticated and effective United Bermuda Party (UBP) 
campaign’ and “the apparent lack of PLP preparedness.” 

“There is one argument which attributed the decline in 
voter support for the PLP to the effective disenfranchise- 
ment of a significant percentage of the voting-age popula 
tion,” he wrote. 

“While this had some role in diminishing the total 
number of votes for the PLP. one would he hard pressed to 
sustain the argument that this led to the PLP defeat 


“We do not necessarily know the political bent of the 
disentranchised (despite the very vocal comments of some). 
it could be suggested that theme denied the right to vote 
may well have heen divided in their party allegiance. or 
apathetic. 

Expanding on his reasons for the partys defeat. Mr. 
Hrown said that if the Opposition party « executive was 
aware that an election was imminent, it was not reflected in 
its preparedness, 

“Indeed, one gets the impression that tota, surprise 
prevailed. As a result, the PLY could only respond to the 
initiative of the ruling party and search in vain for an issue 
on which to haw a hastily constructed campaign — 


Frustration with the PLP executive was widespread and 
led some of the more conservative elements to awitch over 


to the UBD. 
Sut for those committed to the working class, there was 
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my such alternative. tor, as much as the PLP was devoid of 
anything resembling a coherent policy. it was still the more 
progressive of the two.” 

Support garnered by the PLP owed more to a sense of 
kvalty than to any commitment to the leadership and its 
policies. he concluded. 

Turning to UBP. he wrote: “Having suffered significant 
limes in the ‘previous election. the UBP was vigorously 
attempting to regain ground, and to do «0. had to woo black 
support. Whites had traditionally voted en masse for the 
UBP and consequently needed no persuasion. 

“Although it was necessary for the new leader of the 
UBP to be black. this was not sufficient. He or she, also had 
to he successtul. confident and charismatic and John Swan 
met these to the letter.” ' 

‘Betore the election. Mr. Swan portrayed the image of a 
popular leader — a man of the people and a leader com- 
mitted to the betterment of the country. 


New Look for Paper 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETT? in English 22 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


3298/135 


The Progressive Labour Party's newspaper Party Line 
has a new look this month. 

“The paper's new format includes sections devoted to the 
party executive, featuring comments this month from party 
chairman Mr. Alex Scott, constituency news, youth news, 
editorial opinion and — = independent viewpoints, as 
well as a special events a lary page. 

Chatnena Mr. Alex Scott praised assistant editor Kath 

Bell for first suggesting a revision and then directing the 

paper's production from “start to finish”. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


BERMUDA 


ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP GETS BOOST; PARKS TERMED ‘UNDER FIRE’ 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 22 Sep 83 p 3 


{Text ] 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in 


{Text ] 


cso: 


Revived Environmental Campaign 


The campaun to revive 
the successful “People For 
Our Environment” cam- 
pain of more than a decade 
ago has meet with resound 
ing sicctss 

An ofgansser. Mrs 
Barbara Comper, said vester 
day that 14 groups had 
already indiwated they will 
assist in the ambitious pre- 
ect. More organisations are 
expected to join 

“We received a very youd 
and pemitive response.” «aid 


A reduction in the Island's 
parkiand and open space 
would result in a political, 
economic. and social crisis 
in Bermuda, the Island's 
’arks Administrator Mr. J. 
Hubert Jones said last night. 


In a speech delivered at a 
Kiwanis Club dinner held at, 
the Koyal Palms. Mr. Jones 
said that the Islands 40 
parks were under seige as a 
result of development and 
overpopulation. 

But he added that en 
vironmental groups were 
fighting to save the Island's 
open space land from de 
velopment 


3298/137 


Mr«. Cooper. “Evervone 
agreed that it was time tu 
mount another awareness 
campaign for the environ- 
ment.” 

The 1972 “People For Our 
Environment” held an all- 
wut awareness campaign 
during the month of Novem. 
her. Many sectors of the 
community worked together 
te promote conservation 
through competitions. exhi- 
bitions. discussions. films= 
and pikat recycling schemes. 


“We have more or se-« 
agreed that it wuld he a 
good time to do it again in 
November of 1984. perhap- 
to comtribute to the Island’« 
ATth anniversary.” said 
Mrs. Cooper. 

She added that the vari 
wus organisations whe met 
im September 15 would re 
port hack to their executives 
and amther meeting winsld 
he held next month tu start 
planning activities. 


Threat to Parkland 


English 18 Oct 83 p 1 


“Any short-term benefit 
that might he achieved 
through usurping parklands 
and open spaces for alterna- 
tive uses will undoubtedly 
create social. economic and 
political crises that any gov- 
ernment of the day will not 
he able to easily solve in the 
future,” said Mr. Jones. 

“The reason is that Ber- 
muda’‘s land is finite. 

“With over-population be- 
ing the Island's most press- 
ing problem, we have seen 
an awakening of strong en- 
vironmental groups that are 
seeking to preserve and 
restore to Bermuda some- 
thing like the common lands 
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of our forefathers today 
we call them parklands 

Bermuda has a total land 
mass of 13,000 acres and a 
total of 40 parks — ranging 
from South Shore Park. 
which is 84 acres, to the 
smallest. Blue Hole Park. 
just a quarter-acte. 

“Parklands in Bermuda 
have evolved during the past 
375 years of the Island's his- 
tory to a standard today 
that we can be proud of,” 
said Mr. Jones. “Despite 
this achievement. parklands 
in Bermuda are under seige 
and without security will be 
loot” 








COUNTRY SECTION 


POLICE REPORT MARKED INCREASE IN CRIME FOR 1983 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 30 Sep 83 p 1 


{Text ] 


Bermuda's crime rate has risen 
25.5 percent for the first six months 
of this year over the same period in 
1982, with the greatest increase 
coming from criminals forging che- 
ques to obtain cash. 

Police Commissioner Mr. Freder- 
ick Bean revealed the startling fig- 
ures yesterday during his weekly 
Press conference when he also re- 
vealed that $32,380 in property and 
cash had heen stolen over the past 
week. 

Mr. Bean also said the number of 
criminal offences reported between 
the three-month period April 
through to the end of June was 
1,145 -- the highest ever for that 
period in the Island's histosy. 

“Committing crime is no longer 
regarded as a stigma on someone's 
character by far too many people,” 
said Mr. Bean at the conference 
held at his Prospect office. 

He added that society needed to 
combat crime and “correct” crimi- 
nals through efforts of the Church 
and the community. 

Mr. Bean also suggested that 
much of the Island's reported crime 
could be prevented through simple 
precautions. 

Statistics for April through June 


show the number of crimes in- 
creased 11.1 percent to 1,155 over 
the same period last year. 

Major crimes committed in- 
cluded one murder, two attemped 
murders, 14 woundings, 67 assaults, 
12 burglaries, 178 breaking and 
entering, five receiving stolen 
goods, 169 forging and uttering (up 
83 percent from 92 the same period 
last year), and fraud, with 97 re- 

cases. 

The Police clear-up rate of re- 
ported crime stood at 49.9 percent 
for the second quarter of the year. 

For the just past week (Septem- 
her 22 to 28) there were 21 cases of 
breaking and entering reported re- 
sulting in the theft of $1,400 in cash 
and $997 in property. 

There were an additional 33 cases 
of stealing reported over the same 
period resulting in the theft of 
$7,141 in cash and $24,242 in prop- 


erty. 

We feel that much of the re- 
ported crime could have been 
prevented through marking and re- 
porting of property of value,’ said 
Mr. Bean. “Elementary precaution 
by the victims could have 
prevented many of the incidents. 


CSO: %3298/136 
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BERMUDA 


UNION LEADER TELLS GOVERNMENT TO LEAVE LABOR LAWS ALONE 


Objection to Green Paper 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 28 Sep 83 p 3 


[Text ] 


Government has been u to scrap 
plans to alter the existing labour laws 
and throw out proposals contained in 
its recent Green Paper. 

The call came at Monday night's Ber- 
muda Industrial Union meeting which Was 
attended by some 100 members. 


BIU president Mr. Ottiwell Simmons 
said the feeling of the “‘enthusiastic’’ meet- 
ing was that the present laws should be 
left alone and given a chance to work. 


“It is felt by the union and its members 
that the present machinery that exists in 
the legislation is adequate to resolve just 
about any dispute, notwithstanding its 
magnitude or importance,” said Mr. Sim- 
mons. 

Everyone involved in industrial relations 
~ Government, unions and management 
~ should make a more concerted effort to 
use the mechanisms of arbitration, con- 
ciliation and boards of inquiry, he added. 


Mr. Simmons singled out certain sugyes- 
tions in the Green Paper on labour rela- 
tions as causing particular concern to the 
unions. 


They were: 
@ Legally-binding contracts enforceable in 
court; 
@ Giving the Minister of Labour discretion 
to refer any dispute to arbitration, or de- 
clare the hotel industry an essential 
service, 
@ Supervised strike ballots. 

Said Mr. Simmons: “All of these sugges- 
tons are unnecessary and none will assist 


industrial relations. With respect to the 
ion of legally binding agreements 
that is a bit of Americanism. 

“The precedent set in that direction in 
January when the hote! employers took the 
BIU to court has not shown that it is a 
_method of settling disputes which will 
enhance industrial relations. On the con 
trary, it has not helped industrial rela. 
tions.” 

The BIU continued to oppose the Green 
Paper, said Mr. Simmons. “It urges Gov- 
ernment to relook at that paper and we 
would all be better off by giving the pres- 
ent law a chance.” , 


The Green Paper was debated in the 
House of Assembly in July when it came in 
for criticism from Opposition MPs. 

Mr. Simmons said the union had waited 
#0 long after the House debate to discuss 
the paper at a general meeting because it 
had hoped that Government would let the 
matter rest. 

“Further to that, there has been no pub- 
lic response with regard to that Green 
Paper, either in the form of Letters to the 
Editor or any other way. 

“fT have no doubt that very comment will 
invite comments from some reactionary 
quarters.” 

The BIU meeting did not vote on any 
resolutions concerning the Green Paper be. 
cause it was still hoping that Government 
would drop the matter. 

“If Government do pursue it further 
then we will be back to the membership,’ 
he said. 
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Vote for BIU 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 8 Oct 83 p 1 


(Text ] Staff at ZBM and ZFB radw and television yesterday 
voted overwhelmingly in favour Bermuda Industrial Union 
(BIL!) representation. 

At the Prospect studios, 60 staff members cast their 
votes for union recognition, while seven voted against. The 
ballot represented the end of the dispute at Bermuda 
Broadcasting Company (BBC) which culminated in a two- 
day strike earlier this week. 

BIU secretary-general, Miss Helena (Moily) Burgess, 
said last night: “I hope this will be a lesson to the other 
employers. It's better to go the easy way rather than the 
hard way.” 

Denying workers’ calls for union recognition was not 
good for industrial relations or staff management relations, 
she said. 

Mr. Michael Tindall, general manager of the BBC. 
which owns ZBM and ZFB, said following the ballot: ‘I 
am pleased we had the vote and the people were able to 
express their opinions.” 

As soon as the union was able to present a proposal, the 
two sides would sit down and begin negotiations, he added. 

BBC staff took strike action after management refused 
to hand over a list of names of employees eligible to vote 
for union recognition. The BBC would not hold a secret 
ballot unless the BIU agreed to give up its right to rep- 
resent ZFB workers if the majority vote went against union 
recognition. 

Following the strike, management handed over the list 
The dispute followed the takeover by BBC of ZFB, where 
staff have been represented by the BIU for 12 years. ZBM 
staff were not unionised. 





Secrecy for Green Paper 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 19 Oct 83 p 2 


Text 
! Government has backtracked on a promise to make pub- 
lic @ report recommending a major reshuffle of the Tourism 
Department. 

Premier the Hon. John Swan and Finance Minister the 
Hon. David Gibbons had promised as far back as in August 
that the report would be made public. 

On August 14, Mr. Swan said portions of the report would 
he released within the next week or two. 

The report, commissioned by the Finance Ministry and 
drawn up American marketing expert Mr. Warren Keegan, 
recommended the firing of top staff. 

The report went to Cabinet in August and most of the 
recommendations, including the sacking of some staff, were 
approved. 

A Government spokesman said it was decided not to 
release the report because 9) percent of it contained mar- 
keting strategy. 


CSO: 3298/136 
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TOURISM IMPROVES, CLOSES ON RECORD 1980 FIGURES 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 30 Sep 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


Bermuda's tourism in- 
dustry surged by almost 16 
percent last month, bringing 
the year within striking dis- 
tance of the Island's best- 
ever tourism season recorded 
in 1980. 

The Hon. C.V. (Jim) 
Woolridge, Minister of Tour- 
ism, revealed the latest fig- 
ures at a Press conference 
held —-. at the De- 
partment of Tourism. Also 
attending were officials of 
the Bermuda Hotel Associa- 
tion. 

“The facts speak for 
themselves — the numbers 
are increasing,” said Mr. 
Woolridge. ‘We have weath- 
ered the storm and I think 
we will continue to be suc- 
cessful.” 

A total of 75,250 visitors 
came to the Island during 
August, up 15.9 percent over 
the same period the year 
before when 64,920 tourists 
arrived. 


The greatest increase 
came from cruise ship pass- 
enger figures, which jumped 
46.4 percent to 27,403 for the 
month. Regular visitors in- 
creased 3.6 percent to 
47 847. 


For the first eight months 
of the year tourist arrivals 
numbered 404,795 compared 
to 384,818 — or an increase 
of 5.2 percent. Mr. Wool- 
ridge said the total was just 
1.4 percent off the blistering 
1980 season when more than 
410,000 visitors came to the 
Island. 
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“If the US economy con- 
tinues along its upward 
trend | think the rest of the 
year should be good,” said 
Mr. Woolridge, adding pro- 
jections are unseasonally 
strong for this time of year. 

President of the Bermuda 
Hotel Association (BHA) 
Mr. Chris Szembek said pro- 
jections for October at the 


Island's largest hotel, the 


Southampton Princess, in- 
dicate «ccupancy levels in 
excess of 9) pecent with No- 
vember and December also 
showing strength. 

“| am very happy to note 
that despite the trernendous 
world wide recession and the 
strength of the American 
dollar, Bermuda has not on- 
ly heen able to sustain, but 
alse improve it® occupancy 
levels this vear,” said Mr. 
Szembek. 

Hotel occupancy levels — 
that is percent of total beds 
occupied — for the month of 
August stood at 80.7 per- 
cent. up from 74.5 percent 
the same period the year 
before. For the year to date 
occupancy levels are up five 
percent to 65.5 percent. 

He added that Bermuda's 
tourism marketing strategy 
was well placed — thoughts 
echoed by chairman of the 
KHA‘’s Marketing Commit- 
tee. Mr. John Jefferis. 

“Change just for the sake 
of change is a bad thing,” 
said Mr. Jefferis ‘‘Ber- 
muda's advetising is believ- 
eable and unique.” 
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The weakest area in Ber- 
muda’s tourism so far this 
year has been in the cruise 
ship industry which — de- 
spite August's strength — is 
up just 0.1 percent over last 
year when cruise ships vir- 
tually saved the Island from 
a disastrous season. 


The season has been hit 
by Holland America Line's 


‘decision to cut two months 


off its schedules for the Val- 
endam and Veendam, two of 
Bermuda's four regular call- 
ing cruise ships. 

The picture for next year 
is even gloomier with 
Holland America having 
decided to pull out entirely 
from the Bermuda market. 
That has sent local shipping 
agents and the Department 
of Tourism scrambling to 
find replacements. None has 
heen found. 

“I feel very confident that 
we will get a ship when the 
season opens next year,” 
said Mr. Woolridge. 

He noted that not only 
were this year’s tourism fig- 
ures up, but so was the level 
of spending by tourists. He 
added that the Island's busi- 
nesses had reported substan- 
tial increases in business. 

“It's not just a question of 
numbers, but also spending 
power, and the stores are do- 
ing very well,” said Mr. 
Woolridge. He added that 
tnere had heen no signifi- 
cant lay-offs yet this year, 
and neither had the hotels 
dropped their rates as other 
resorts have in attempts to 
holster business. 


56 








COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


ROW ERUPTS OVER APPEARANCE BY SALVADORAN REBEL LEADER 


UBP MP's Objections 
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Oct 83 p 1 


{Text ] Outspoken UBP backbencher Mr. Harry Viera yesterday 
called Government's decision to allow Salvadoran rebel 
Ruben Zamora into Bermuda “‘political insanity” — and 
vowed to challenge the leftist leader to a face to face 
debate. 

Mr. Zamora, a member of the Democratic Revolutionary 
Front in El Salvador, will be one of the guest speakers at 
next week's American Magazine Conference at the South- 
ampton Princess Hotel. He is scheduled to arrive in the 
Island today. 

The rebel leader is barred from entering the United 
States because of his political activities, but a Government 
spokesman said Thursday “there is no reason for us to 
prevent him from coming. He does not require a visa’’. 

Mr. Viera, however, who said he had done a “‘lot of 
research” on the 46-year-old Mr. Zamora, was of a different 
opinion -- claiming Mr. Zamora’s presence would create a 
great internal security risk, as well as generate bad pub- 
me for the Island internationally. 

“LT believe Government should have moved very swiftly to 
stop this man from coming here,”’ he said. 

“It is political insanity to let him in with his track record. 
He's not the average tourist. This guy is not interested in 
coming here to get a suntan ” 

A Government spokesman last night refused to comment 
on Mr. Viera’s statements, saying Government had 
“already commented on the matter”. 

Mr. Zamora served in the El Salvadoran government of 
Napoleon Duarte’s civilian-military junta before joining the 
ranks of the left-wing rebels. 

Mr. Viera said yesterday he believed there was a “remote 
possibility” someone might try to assassinate the 
Salvadoran leftist. Zamora’s brother was assassinated by a 
right-wing death squad several years ago, under the Duarte 
regime. 

“Suppose somebody tries to take him out and wounds a 
tourist instead? What kind of an effect would,that have?” 

In addition, the UBP backbencher said he was worried 
Mr Zamora’s speech at the conference would ‘go round the 
world in ten-point type” 

‘Those magazine editors are not going to listen to what 
he has to say, have a drink in the bar and then forget all 
about it. Of course, they're going to follow it up,” he said. 
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Mr. Viera also claimed it was wrong of Government to 
allow Mr. Zamora into the Island after he had already heen 
denied a visa by the US State Department 

“People are going to say ‘Why are we allowing him in 
when the US refused him permimsion” I don't think Ber- 
muda should he used as a stomping ground for extremists.” 

Mr Viera said he would go to hear Mr. Zamora at next 
week s conference — which will also he attended by such 
media celebrities as Newsweek editor William Broyles Jr.. 
managing editor of Life magazine. Richard Stolley. and 
columnist for The New York Times. Russell Baker. 

“I'll be there if they will let me in. and if they don't, I'll 
crash it’ he promised. 

“There is no way | am not prepared to meet this man or 
te challenge him to talk. Betore the week is out. I will have 





a standing invitation to debate him 


invited him.” 


and the people who 


Defense of Government Action 


Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 17 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text ] 


United Bermuda Party backbencher 
Mr. Gladwin (Doc) Hall yesterday lashed 
out at fellow Parliamentarian Mr. Harry 
Viera for criticising Government in allow- 
ing Salvadoran Mr. Ruben Zamora into 
the Island. 


“Mr. Zamora has every reason to come 
to Bermuda.” said Mr. Hall yesterday. 
“He has committed no criminal acts in 
Bermuda. It must he remembered he is a 
leader.” 


Mr. Zamora arrives in Bermuda early 
this week to take part in a panel dis- 
cussion at the American Magazine Con- 
ference heing held at the Southampton 
Princess Hotel. 


Government has said it would not take 
any action to prevent Mr. Zamora from 
entering the Island, even though he is 
hanned from the US. 


Spokeswoman for the conference. Ms. 
Gloria Dixon, has refused to say when Mr. 
Zamora is to arrive in Bermuda. He is 
slated to address the conference on Tues- 
day. 
Mr. Viera labelled the imminent vist of 
Mr. Zamora as “political insanity”, com- 
plaining that he was a had security risk 
whe could generate bad publicity for the 
Island. 

The former Cabinet Minister also sug- 
gested that Mr. Zamora could be a poten- 
tial assassination victim. 

“Mr. Viera is talking nonsense.” said 
Mr. Hall. “Mr. Zomora is coming into the 
Island on nothing more than a private 
business trip. Mr. Viera is meddling in 
something he should leave alone. 

“As for Mr. Zamora heing assassinated 

~ that’s the risk any leader takes anv- 
where.” 


[Editor's Note: For its editorial comment on the government's decision to 
allow Zamora into Bermuda, THE ROYAL GAZETTE on 17 October, page 4, says: 
" > .we cannot do better than to reprint the following comment from THE NEW 
YORK TIMES of September 22, 1983. It appeared under the headline, "Para- 
noia, American Style." The TIMES article criticizes the State Department 
for denying Zamora permission to enter the United States. ] 
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COUNTRY SECTION BERMUDA 


BRIEFS 


PLP HOUSING HOT-LINE--In the wake of the Progressive Labour Party's housing 
survey, Shadow Minister for Housing, Public Works, Agriculture and Fisheries, 
Mr. Walter Brangman, has announced the setting up of a "PLP Housing Hot-Line”. 
Mr. Brangman noted that the findings of the PLP housing survey, and the number 
of subsequent calls that had been received by the Party, had pointed up the 
need for such a service for both tenants and landlords. Beginning, October 1/7, 
the PLP HOUSING HOT-LINE will be operated from 5 pm to 7 pm on Mondays, Tues- 
days, and Wednesdays. Tenants and Landlords are invited to call 2-2665 for 
the PLP Housing Hot-Line. [Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Oct 83 

p 2) ' 


CSO: 3298/137 


59 











COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


RETURN OF DEMOCRACY AN IRREVERSIBLE FACT, SAYS SILES ZUAZO 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 30 Oct 83 p 6 


{Interview with President of Bolivia Dr Hernan Siles Zuazo by Juan Bedoian: 
"Democracy Has Returned to the Southern Horn"] 


[Text] Dr Hernan Siles Zuazo, president of Bolivia, firmly 
believes that the great tasks covered by the exclusive 
conversation which this correspondent had with the Bolivian 
chief executive can be accomplished successfully only in 

a democratic system. 


[Question] You have been displaying permanent political militancy over more 
than 3 key decades in Bolivian history. At a time when you hold the highest 
office in the republic, what is the political and human bottom line of that 
struggle and how would you summarize that historical interval of time? 


[Answer] Like so many other politicians of my generation, I was a fruit of 

the clash of the Bolivians during the Chaco War which saw my country lined 

up against the sister nation of Paraguay. There, the nation discovered its 
identity as a people exploited by the mining-feudal oligarchy and stifled in 
its development possibilities by strong relations of neocolonial dependence. 

I contributed to overcoming that situation to the extent of my modest aptitudes, 
The main actor undoubtedly was the people who, on 9 April 1952, defeated the 
armed forces of the old oligarchy and enabled us to bring about changes which 
--such as the agrarian reform and universal suffrage, as well as the nation- 
alization of the big mining properties--brought about the rise of a new 

Bolivia which is still fighting for goals that would assure its real sovereign- 


ty. 


[Question] What advantages and what risks are implied in the democratic ex- 
perience of Bolivia which, like so many other nations in Latin America, is 
beset by a recurring social-economic crisis, by the spectre of military 
coups and by foreign pressures. 


[Answer] The risks are to be found in the depth of the crisis which is not 
only our crisis but also a Latin American crisis, with the ultimate roots in 
the crisis that still shakes the international capitalist econozy. The 
advantage springs only from the fact that a democratic system can successfully 
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accomplish the great tasks required for the solution of this cr.sis. A 
dictatorship would automatically be rejected by the international community, 

as was the dictatorship of Garcia Meza, resulting in international isolation 
and boycottfor Bolivia which would only worsen the crisis to unheard-of ex- 
tremes, The Bolivian peoples knows this, the armed forces know it, and the 
extreme right-wing conspirators know it, too. This is why nobody believes that 
some destabilizing preparations directed against my government are really 
leading toward a military coup. 


[Question] Do you believe that there is no room in Bolivia for a military 
adventure, such as the one carried out by former president Luis Garcia Meza? 


[Answer] Absolutely. Garcia M2za and his followers are something of the past. 
The armed forces are commanded by institutionalist military leaders who are 
determined to preserve the democratic system within the institutional frame- 
work outlined for them by the state’s political constitution. 


[Question] Various sectors of the Bolivian political fringe have been ques- 
tioning your actions with various arguments, including a do-nothing attitude 
and a lack of decision. What do you think oi that criticism? 


[Answer] Those criticisms are absolutely unfounded and come from the top 
leadership of parties that in some cases are busy preparing the psychological 
yround for a coup; in other cases, they want to broaden their shrunken political 
base at the price of downgrading the system. The odd thing is that charges 

of presumed incapacity and inaction come precisely from tnose who ruined the 
country during the dictatorships or some sector that was in the administration 
and that did not provide any major examples of efficiency, in spite of the 

fact that it controlled strategic sectors of the administration, such as the 
economy and finances. The truth is that, in the midst of great difficulties, 
we are carrying out the administration program which the people approved with 
their majority vote in three successive elections. The facts which demonstrate 
this truth are plain for anyone to see: Reasonable control of the process of 
inflation, revival of the production machinery, introduction of popular par- 
ticipation levels in administration decisions, such as joint worker management 
in the government mining industry, and the peasant representation missions in 
government offices, linked with the execution of the administration's agrarian 
policy. 


[Quee ion] Various demands from low-income sectors keep piling up in the form 

of strikes, work stoppages, and even hung@r strikes. What measures are you 
thinking of carrying out in short-range and long-range terms? 

[Answer] There is a natural social impatience in large population sectors who, 
since the restoration of democracy, have been hoping to meet all of their 
expectations, The crisis is profound, just as in other countries on the 
continent. Reality prevents us from implementing a wage policy that would fully 
compensate those who live on a wage. 


But, in contrast to what happened under the dictatorships, the workers this 
time are guaranteed against a rise in the cost of living through periodic ad- 
justments. What we have here is a sliding wage scale which is applied whenever 
the cost-of-living index reaches a certain percentage. 
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[Question] Do you believe that the suggestion as to a popular front is the 
best or the only possible way to cope with this difficult moment which Bolivia 
is going through? 


[Answer] By virtue of their essence and nature, as well as by virtue of the 
identity of their domestic and foreign enemies, our struggles add up to a 
national liberation struggle. It is the objective of that struggle to do away 
with foreign dependence and to project ourselves in our own economic dimension, 
with sovereignty, with a democracy of a popular content, and with social justice. 
These endeavors exceed the isolated capacity of a party and point to a grand 
political front which would express the interests of the country's majority 
social classes and which combine the points of agreement of those classes 

around the common goal of liberation. 


[Question] Drug traffic persists and displays a great parallel power in Bolivia. 
What are the ways to stop that power? 


[Answer] Drug traffic persists in the same form as it persists in Colombia, 
Ecuador, and Peru as well as in the countries that sustain that dirty business 
with their big consumer masses. To counter this transnational aspect of this 
vice we have proposed joint action with the countries affected by drug traffic 
with a view to looking for formulas that would guarantee its progressive era~ 
dication. Isolated efforts made by individual nations may be meritorious but 
will only be a drop in the bucket as compared to this powerful wave of vice and 
corruption. 


[Question] In what way, do you believe, will the installation of a democratic 
government in Argentina influence the region? 


[Answer] In the same positive way in which it will influence the political 
development of other neighboring countries. Democracy is returning to the 
Southern Horn. This phenomenon is an objective requirement of domestic policy 
and there will be no power capable of stopping it. This is an irreversible 
fact. 
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COUNTRY SECTLON BOLIVIA 


PRESIDENT APPEALS TO WORKERS TO SUPPORT ECONOMIC MEASURES 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p l 


(Text) President Hernan Siles Zuazo yesterday confirmed that the economic 
crisis which the country is suffering demands "immediate corrective measures 
and periodic adjustment to reduce the risks of an unrestrained inflationary 
spiral which would also weaken the country's production machinery.” 


The chief executive expressed this opinion yesterday in swearing in labor 

union leader Victor Lopez Arias as vice president of the Mining Corporation 

of Bolivia as a “step to show that the administration really wants to institute 
joint worker management." 


He said that wage adjustments cannot be separated from the country’s general 
economic policy and that the administration does not want to approve increases 
which would affect the purchasing power of the workers. 


Siles added that the criticisms concerning the wage policy implemented by his 
administration “are more the result of sectarian passion rather than logic 
or analysis based on the truth," 


He explained that Bolivia's economic problem is not confined only to wage hikes 
but also to a general reorganization due to the crisis inherited from the 
military regimes which would permit foreign support to finance development 
projects. "Those dollars are not available in sufficient quantities and we 
have to get them from international loan sources." 


"Without an anti-inflationary policy, without adequate economic backing, we 

cannot assure the people of measures which in effect will guarantee the pur- 
chasing power of wages and which would ensure the continuity of the national 
economy's recovery process." 


The chief executive asked for the support of all of the country's social sec- 
tors to put into effect the corrections demanded by the economic crisis. 

"We propose a consensus which will be possible in keeping with the country's 
interests and the need for adopting measures of collective sacrifice under 
present circumstances s0 as to guarantee a medium-term projection of the basis 
of economic recovery whose result would slow down inflation and permit the 
recovery of the payment capacity of wages.” 
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He also said that the best way to revive the Bolivian economy is "an increase 
in the output” which will guarantee wages that would have a greater purchasing 
powe re 


"If the money supply grows due to wage demands and if production stagnates 

or drops, then the Bolivian peso automatically loses its value or purchasing 
power since daily necessities once again go up in price and prompt speculation, 
hoarding, and smuggling,” the president said. He added: "The effective anti- 
inflationary solution springs from the unavoidable need of planning and 
achieving an output increase." 


Siles urged the workers to understand the need for increaging production and 
to realize that joint management implies a high responsibility for the workers. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


SILES ADDRESSES MINERS, SEEKS THEIR ALLEGIANCE 
La Paz PRESENCIA in Spanish 27 Oct 83 p ll 


[Text] President Hernan Siles Zuazo pledged yesterday to order the delivery 
of 1,500 quintals of flour and an unspecified quantity of rice to the mine 
workers of San Jose (Oruro). 


The chief executive received in audience a delegation of workers from that 
mining district who expressed their concern with the current shortage of daily 
necessities. The workers said that the request for flour is basically due to 
the closeness of the feast of All Saints. 


The miners also asked for a loan of 5,000 million pesos for the procurement 
of spare parts and tools needed by the mining enterprise of San Jose. The 
president said that the necessary steps should be taken with the Ministry of 
Finance, 


The chief executive refused to pledge to facilitate the grant of foreign ex- 
change for the purchase of 450 vehicles which, according to the miners, are 
necessary for the operations of the San Jose enterprise. 


Siles Zuazo presented a lengthy briefing on the nation’s economic difficulties 
and expressed his confidence to the effect that international aid would make 
it possible in 1984 to start a recovery cycle. He said that new loans have 
been committed in a total amount of 350 million and payments on that amount 
will begin during the first few months of next year. 


"If to that we add responsible management which would eliminate any factor that 
would weaken our production, then, in a few more months, under relatively 
normal conditions, we can take care of the needs of the Bolivian people and of the 
workers in a better way than this has been done so far.” 


He stressed the “exemplary attitude” of the mine workers in contrast to “some 
proposals (from other labor sectors) which are not in line with reality and 
which moreover are of a provocative character.” He talked especially about the 
work stoppages by public employees for whom he announced penalties provided 
for in the general labor law. He said that, in the public administration, 
there is "a group cf leaders who do not in any way speak for the more than 
100,000 public employees throughout the country.” 
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Stressing the prospects for a promising future for the Bolivian economy, he 
said that the administration will provide impetus for the exploration of 
gold deposits with the intention of, around 1988, achieving annual revenues 
of approximately $1 billion. He said that if the necessary investments are 
made at the right time, gold mining operations will make it possible “funda- 
mentally to change the living conditions of the Bolivian people," above all 
taking into account the fact that the total current value of exports is less 
than the potential of gold exports. 


Mine manager Daniel Ordonez said that the rank and file “are ready to mobilize 
to defend the democratic process.” 


He said: "In case of any threat, we are ready to be in La Paz within a span 
of 3 hours to defend the government.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


TRADE MINISTER TO MAINTAIN DIALOGUE WITH COB 
La Paz EL DIARIO in Spanish 20 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] Minister of Industry and Commerce Humberto Mur claimed that there has 
been no split with the Bolivian Labor Federation (COB); on the contrary, he 
stressed, his ministry will not cease its dialogue with the top worker 
organization. "I call upon the Bolivian Labor Federation to abide by its 
great spirit for struggle and continue the dialogue, so that this country can 
emerge from the crisis that threatens us all equally,” he stated. 


In statements to the press, the minister denied reports circulating in recent 
days that his office had broken off talks with the COB. In that regard, he 
said that "at no time has this ministry taken an attitude of distance from the 


COB, an institution for which I have the utmost respect, and whose leaders I 
greatly respect as well.” 


a 

In another part of his statements, Mur Gutierrez indicated that he does not 
intend to enter into arguments or polemics with the Bolivian Labor Federation. 
He stated, however, that during the talks with its leaders it became clear 
that "we are at a crossroads, and the options are few. In this regard,” he 
went on, "I am absolutely certain that we will meet again with the COB to 
discuss all the problems inherent in the national economy." 


Later on, he contended that not only the problem of pricing and supplies will 
be discussed and analyzed, but also the economy as a whole, “and along these 
lines,” he emphasized, "the arguments put forth by the COB, those this 
ministry may present, and those of other social forces in the country, will 
show us the true picture; the crisis is gripping us tighter and tighter, and 
we must respond to it with the necessary courage and strength. When I have to 
take a stand, my response and my proposal will have that same strength, even 
if it means that I have to step down as minister.” 


Prices and Policy 


In another part of his remarks, Minister Mur reiterated the government's 


position on prices. He asserted that it is deplorable that this country has 
no adequate policy on this issue. 
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"When I say that this country should become normalized in terms of its 
economic functioning, and that basically it should normalize the productive 
apparatus and increase levels of productivity, I am defining a strategy in 
terms of maximizing the level of employment, guaranteeing and preserving that 
level, generating income through aggregate value, and in the final analysis, 
what we are advocating is that the expansion of employment should be capable 
of generating the necessary surpluses to enable us to reproduce the produc- 
tive apparatus on a larger scale," he stressed. 


Minister Mur Gutierrez expressed regret that some sectors do not understand 
his position, or misunderstand it, "This ministry is accused of something 
that | really cannot understand, Nevertheless, I should make it quite clear 
that I am not going to define this policy; I am a minister in the economic 
sphere, and everything will depend on a decision and definition by the gov- 
ernment. Obviously, I will make my viewpoints known, but the most important 
thing is that I will always tell the truth to the people and to the president 
of the republic, because lying to the people under the present circumstances 
would mean being a traitor to the country." 


- Economic Policy 


When asked if, in defining its new economic policy, the government has noticed 
any delays or foot dragging that are aggravating the situation, the head of 
industry and commerce stated that such extremes have not been reached, "We 
are carrying out a serious and specific task, on the basis of consistent 
proposals. We are willing to propose a plan to confront the crisis that will 


enable us in the medium and long terms to strengthen and invigorate our 
economy." 


Then he emphasized, "I would like to accomplish something during my term in 
office, and my term at the ministry will be remembered because I will take the 
action that I am convinced is right. I have fought for this for more than 20 
years, inside and outisde the country, and I think I have the moral courage to 
fight for the transformation of our country,” he concluded. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


COB ECONOMIC TEAM PRESENTS LABOR DEMANDS TO GOVERNMENT 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 28 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] La Paz, 27 October--The Bolivian Labor Federation (COB) and the 
government last night reached certain partial agreements with respect to the 


series of proposals made by the labor organization on wage raises, retroactive 
pay and tax rates. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, COB Executive Secretary Juan Lechin Oquendo 
explained that there was a partial agreement only, pertaining to the tax on 
personal services and not the other issues, A final meeting will be held this 


Friday, at the request of the authorities, who "as usual cannot agree on their 
positions." 


As for the retroactive pay problem, we have not defined “anything,” said 
Lechin, recalling that another wage issue, future raises, will also be on the 
agenda for today’s talks. "We are not very prone to giving deadlines, but we 
will try to get a solution and response out of them before the pay period ends 
for the month of October," stated Lechin. 


With regard to retroactive pay, according to the study conducted by the COB 
Economic Committee, the government should give a pay raise of 57 percent, 
retroactive to November of last year. This issue will remain on the table for 
discussion, in view of the government's counterproposal of just 40 percent. 


Income 


Concerning the tax rate, the COB executive secretary said that the problem is 
half resolved, with the government's commitment to reduce the income tax rates 
for personal services by 40 percent in a one-time action for the month of 
October. “We accepted that proposal,” he said, “because we are on the verge 
of splitting the rolls; if we had maintained our previous position, trying to 
establish different tactics than the experts on the income issue, we would 
have run the risk that this month the current income might have been charged." 


The veteran union leader reiterated the workers’ goal of reaching certain 
agreements with the authorities through dialogue, “although unfortunately,” he 


said, "some ministers have remained intransigent, which threatens any agree- 
ment." 
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"The important thing is for us to obtain a concrete response to the wage hike 
and the retroactive pay before the rolls are split. I hope that today they 
will give us a positive response,” said Lechin. 


Regarding the measures the top labor organization in the country would take, 
Lechin indicated that everything depends on the government's decisions, and 
any attitude by the workers would be its responsibility, since it has repeat- 
edly failed the workers. "We think it will pass the appropriate decrees over 
the next few days,” he indicated. 


Finally, Lechin repeated that there are economic and wage problems for the 
workers in the private mining sector, and that these problems are being 
studied by the Labor Ministry and the Miners Trade Union Federation. 


8926 
CSO: 3348/51 


70 











COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


LECHIN REITERATES OPPOSITION TO IMPENDING ECONOMIC MEASURES 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 1 Nov 83 p 8 


[Text] La Paz, 31 October--The Executive Committee of the Bolivian Labor 
Federation (COB) will defend the agreements it reached with the government and 
will abide by its decisions, said the principal labor organization's execu- 
tive secretary, Juan Lechin Oquendo. He also explained that the Confedera- 
tion of Manufacturing Workers and the COB will both take "measures against the 


extreme action of going on strike, taken by some workers particularly at the 
factories of Cochabamba. 


The top-ranking leader of the COB also announced that this weekend or early 
next week, the COB will hold a national consultation in this city in order to 
analyze the latest economic-wage agreements reached with the government, and 
to define a position on the economic demands of workers. 


, 
Despite the explanations by Lechin, some COB leaders expressed disagreement 


with the latest pacts, only in the first instance and with the ministers of 
iinance and iabor. 


They indicated that the agreements refer specifically to a leveling of wages 
up to a ceiling of 21,500 Bolivian pesos, and a raise of 40 percent in 
addition to a bonus of 22,500, which will be paid in three parts. Talks and 
agreements concerning the prices of primary necessities, an issue which 
affects the buying power of wages, were postponed. 


"Collateral measures, such as the freezing of prices or at least price 


stabilization, are necessary for all basic products in the family basket," 
they said. 


Sources at the Confederation of Manufacturing Workers revealed that the 
workers in that sector of the department of Cochabamba called a general 
strike, rejecting the agreements between the COB and the government as 
insufficient in view of the high cost of living that will result from that 
measure. Lechin and Felipe Tapia, an executive of the Confederation, both 
stated that action will be taken in this regard and that this attitude (the 
strike) is being considered at the level of the Executive Committee. 
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Minimum Wage 


According to the explanations presented at the press conference by the COB 
executive, the agreements, "verbal--not signed—-contracted with the ministers 
of finance and labor, do not rule out talks on the vital minimum wage proposed 
by the miners and manufacturing workers.” “Our demands covered the economic 
increases necessary to recover what we have lost in the past,” said Lechin. 


He stressed that the COB will abide by its decisions and will defend the 
agreements reached with the government in all sectors, because this is the 
only way to deal with the present economic conditions in the country. 


He also explained that pricing policy will be discussed this Tuesday, specifi- 
cally with the minister of industry and commerce, who in recent days indicated 
his willingness to engage in dialogue with the COB. 


Finally, Lechin reiterated the COB’s rejection of any economic measure de- 
signed to correct or provide “corrective alternatives” for the national econ- 
omy that might pit the government against the interests of the people, "and we 
reject any economic measure that conforms to the interests of Private Enter- 
prise and the designs of the International Monetary Fund,” he said. 


Juan Lechin also recalled that the state of emergency is still in effect 
throughout the nation, warning that the economic measures constantly announced 
by some ministers will be vigorously rejected. 
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COUNTRY SECTION BOLIVIA 


CORRUPTION, LACK OF CONTROLS IMPEDE PROPER FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Food Smuggling 
La Paz EL DIARIO in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text] Oruro, October (EL DIARIO)--Housewives daily stage protests against 
their long peregrinations in search of bread, kerosene, noodles, and other 
articles; they return to their homes with their pockets and shopping bags empty 
because merchants and middlemen pushed them out of the lines to grab all of 

the products of the family basket and in that way entire families, acting like 
speculators, sleep in front of the doors of the stores and 5 minutes after, 

for example, having gotten noodles for 400 bolivares they resell them at 800 
bolivares “in exactly the same place.” 


Unscrupulous merchants even use youngsters to hold places in line; they pay 
them as much as 500 bolivares and that money in turn is used to buy noodles. 


This ttem has become the biggest sales item in recent months and according to 
reports obtained by the press, large quantities leave the city and are shipped 
to the border town of Pisiga, where Chileans buy the “Ferrari” noodles at more 
than 1,000 bolivares for a 2-kilogram bag. 


The same is happening on the border with Peru where the item is being shipped 
along different routes and especially via Patacamaya whose surprising growth is 
due to the fact that it has become a place where merchants keep gathering. 


Kerosene 


Long lines have been forming for about a week and there are brawls between 
people at places where kerosene is sold in the area of Agua de Castilla, 

on Petot, San Felipe, and other streets, where entire families of middlemen 
also go to purchase a liter for 8 bolivares only to resell it housewives for 
more than 15 bolivares per liter. 


Flour 


Hundreds of sick persons have been sleeping at the door of the prefecture since 
the first few days of this month to get flour from the Office of Industry and 
Commerce, after presentation of the certificate of disability, so that they 
might be given 10 kilograms of flour to be made into rolls. 
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Bread 


Lines are forming every day for bread and this daily necessity is getting to 
be in increasingly short supply. The weight of the bread has been reduced 
almost 50 percent of the official weight which is 70 grams. 


Flour is the most attractive business. In this city, it is purchased at some- 
thing like 3,500 bolivares per quintal and at the border of Chile or Peru it 
is sold at 10,000-15,000 bolivares, 


Sugar 


This item is purchased in Oruro at approximately 7,600 bolivares per quintal 
and at the border it is easily sold for 18,000 bolivares. 


Reports are frequently received on surprising quantities of sugar and flour 
coming in from abroad. 


No Control 


Drivers have told the press that, to get througha™checkpoint,"” operated either 
by the police or the army, “you hand out 200 or 300 bolivares or more and then 
you have no problem." 


As for the departure and entry of contraband articles from Pisiga, it was 
learned that a station wagon of the district customs office is generally on 

the road; it is known by the name of "contra," the very same which, when being 
spotted, alerts passengers who carry objects or food; these items are collected 
and turned over to the customs officers and "that is that." 


Bribery Returns 
La Paz EL DIARIO in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p 6 


(Text ] Santa Cruz, 25 October (EL DIARIO)--There have again been denunciations 
against some city hall officials to the effect that they are once again 
organizing a kind of "collection drive” for the exclusive benefit of officials 
responsible for watching over prices on markets. 


Felipe Barba, who sells meat in the local market on Sucre Street, told EL 
DIARIO that certain city officials have for a short time been daily collecting 
a certain sum of money from the vendors on the market, in return guaranteeing 
them that "they would look the other way” when the merchants raise their 
prices and speculate with the products. 


This kind of forced collection was quite common several years ago in this city 
among officials charged with checking the markets; it was apparently eliminated 
about 2 years ago with severe punishment for those who were involved in this 
operation; this consists of apparent "collusion" between the officials and the 
vendors, with the officials daily collecting a certain sum of money from the 
vendors; the vendors contribute that money equally and it is then distributed 
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to the otficials, again equally, or in accordance with certain ranks or 
seniority. In exchange for this "contribution," the officials look the other 
way when the vendors raise their prices or “oard their articles. 

[t should be noted that the person making this report refused to “kick in" 
and wus threatened with reprisals against his business if he were to continue 

to refuse “to contribute"; the merchant received a summons to report to the 

city manager's office to answer charges to the effect that he had raised prices. 
[t should be noted that the "contribution," which is demanded of the merchants 
to “look the other way," when it comes to raising prices, currently amounts to 
900 bolivares for each merchant; this amount is then distributed among the 
officials "who are responsible for watching over the people's economy." 


Legal Food Trade Threatened 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 29 Oct 83 p 8 


[Text] Fictitious organizations operating outside the law, encouraged by some 
otficials, have been violating various legal provisions governing commerce in 
the country, turning over necessities, such as sugar, oil, flour, noodles, etc., 
for sale and distribution without meeting the basic requirements in this matter, 
such aS registration with the Revenue Administration, the City, the Ministry 

of Interior, the Ministry of Industry and Commerce, etc.; in this way they can 
get by without paying taxes and other fees, according to legally established 
mercnants. 


the approximately 4,000 grocery stores located in various parts throughout the 
department and provinces, plus the staple food warehouses and distribution 
outlets, have for some time been noting the substitution of their specific 
efforts by sectors without legal identification and without social respon- 
sibility, creating artificial sales outlets, encouraging speculation, usury, 
hoarding, without meeting any legal standards, protected by the authorities 

who, instead of watching out for the interests of the taxpayers and guaranteeing 
commercial activities, have been upsetting commerce and relaxing its rules. 


The Departmental Chamber of Commerce repeatedly and persuasively requested the 
implementation of the laws in the matter of speculation and hoarding of articles 
subject to price controls; these standards provide for penalties including 
fines, the closing of establishments, and imprisonment; but the authorities 

‘id not comply with these stardards in well-documented cases; instead, they 
encouraged the proliferation of merchants who operate outside the law, greatly 
increasing the number of commercial establishments handling food in an illegal, 
artificial, and uncontrolled manner; they have thus promoted speculation and 
supply shortages to the point where the warehouses themselves have to supply 
themselves with daily necessities from private individuals who purchase them 

in order to resell them at 4anexorpitant prices. 


ine consumer is witness to concealed speculation due to the authorization of 


distribution to persons and organizations created for other purposes and without 
meeting the requirements of commercial law, crimes punished with imprisonment 

of between 6 months and 2 years, under the provisions of Article 9, Law of 10 
January 1950, as restated by Supreme Decree this year. 





Neighborhood Boards Organized 
Cochabamba LOS TIEMPOS in Spanish 30 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text] An organization parallel to the Federation of Neighborhood Boards, 
called Movement of Neighborhood Civic Unity, has been established on the basis 
of Neighborhood boards in marginal boroughs which demand greater attention with 
respect to the distribution of staple foods. 


Rene Perez, movement leader, said that it is his intention to improve the 
situation of the outlying boroughs where there is no running water, no electrici- 
ty, and above all where the streets are not paved. "In these boroughs we have 

to have our breakfast, lunch, and dinner with dust,” said Perez, 


Other movement leaders pointed out that the Federation of Neighborhood Boards 
is politicized and that it does not function as a civic institution but rather 
as a city management agency. 


The neighborhood boards, which are grouped within the Movement of Neighborhood 
Civic Unity, according to their leaders, have not received any share of the 
food donated for the workers. 


They added that the leaders of the Federation of Neighborhood Boards are not 
sensitive to the requests of the outlying boroughs when it comes to food 
distribution, 

A series of discrepancies, especially in food distribution, gave rise to the 
formation of the Movement for Neighborhood Civic Unity. The leaders pointed 
out that, in spite of repeated requests submitted to FEJUVE {Federation of 


Neighborhood Boards| for the delivery of food, they were not heard. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS 


LECISLATIVE COUNCIL APPROVES FUNDING, OTHER BILLS 


Koad Town THE ISLAND SUN in English 8 Oct 83 pp 1, 3 


[Text | 


Legislative Council at its 
sitting on 30th September, 
approved a resolution, intro- 
duced by the Chief Minister, 
which approved a sum of 
money in Contingent War- 
rants 1983 (Schedule No. 2 
dated 30th September, 
1983), amounting to 
$186,000 to be charged 
against the Consolidated 
Funds of the Territory in the 
year 1983; and $95,000 to 
be charged against the 
Capital Funds of the Ter- 
ritory. 

The resolution which was 
passed by voice vote was 
introduced by the Financial 
Secretary. The supplemental 
funds are to cover contin- 
gencies such as grant to the 
Tourist Board, pensions and 
gratuities, police gratuities, 
water and sewerage, electric- 
ity and water, operation and 
maintenance of water and 
sewerage and other contin- 
gencies., 

Approval for capital funds 
has been received for con- 
tingencies pertaining to Min- 
istry of Communications, 
Works and Public Utilities — 
for road —§ improvements, 
1983. Also Ministry of Social 
Services ~— Extension to 
Brigado Flax School. 

Another resolution was 
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enacted, introduced by the 
Minister of Finance, which 
approved, by voice vote, that 
the number of shares held by 
the Government of the Ter- 
ritory in the Caribbean’ Dev- 
elopment Bank, be increased 
by three shares of $5,000 
each, two of which are call- 
able and one of which is paid 
up over a period of five years 
by annual installments of 
$1,206.36 beginning in Jan- 
uary 1984, payment being 
made in each case from the 
Capital Fund. 

The Chief Minister moved 
the introduction and first 
reading of the bill entitled: 
“The British Nationality 
(Fees, Offences and Penal- 
ties Amendment) Act, 1983. 
The object and purpose of 
this bill would amend section 
3 of the British Nationality 
(Fees, Offences and Penal- 
ties) Act (Cap. 91) to sub- 
stitute the title “British Nat- 
ionality Act, 1981”’ for the 
title “British Nationality Act, 
1984” and to remove from 
the act the provision where- 
by husband and wife are 
exempt from payment of the 
full naturalization fee where 
they make simultaneous ap- 
plications for naturalization. 

The Chief Minister also 
moved the second and third 
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reading of the bill entitled: 


“Registration of United 
Kingdom Patents (Amend- 
ment) Act, 1983. The pur- 
pose of this bill (Amend- 
ment) by renumbering the 

isting section 2 as sub- 
section (1) of the section; 
adding immediately after 
sub-section (1) as renum- 
bered to follow sub-section 
(2). 

“(2) A reference to a 
United Kingdom Patent shall 
be construed as including a 
reference to patent granted 
by the European Patent 
Office, registered in the 
United Kingdom and having 
the same effect in the United 
Kingdom as a United King- 
dom Paterm.”’ 

At the start of the sitting, 
the Chief Minister laid on the 
table the following docu- 
ments: (a) Virgin Islands S.I. 
1983, No. 18. The Elections 
(Renumeration of Election 
Officers) Regulations 1983 
(b) Report on Employment 
in the British Virgin Islands 
for 1982 (c) 1982 Annual 
Report of the Development 
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Bank of the Virgin Islands 
Bank. 

From the Minister for the 
Environment, the following 
document was laid on the 
table: Virgin Islands §S.I. 
1983, No. 19, the co-opera- 
tive Societies (Appointment 
of Registrar) Order, 1983. 

Documents laid on the 
table from the Minister of 
Communications, Works and 
Public Utilities, was Virgin 
Islands S.I. 1983, No. 17. 
The First Manned Flight Bi- 
centenery Issue) Order, 
1983. 

From the Minister of 
Social Services, were laid on 
the table the following docu- 
ments (a) Social Security 
Board B.V.I. Report for the 
period Jaauary December 
1982, (b) Annual Report 
(1980) on the Recreation 
Trust of the Government of 
the Virgin Islands. 

There were also laid on the 
table a number of questions 
by Hon. Cyrf B. Romney to 
be answered by ministers of 
the government. 











COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


AMBASSADOR TO U.S. ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION, CONTADORA 
Bogota EL SIGLO in Spanish 4 Nov 83 p 11 ° 


{Interview with Ambassador Alvaro Gomez Hurtado by AL DIA, in Colombia; date 
not specified] 


[Text] The magazine AL DIA published the interview with Alvaro Gomez Hurtado 
that appears below, in which he comments on interesting issues associated with 
current world and national events. 


He was in the consultants’ group on international economy which brought over 
150 delegates from different countries together in Paris. He received the 
president on his recent visit to the United States, and accompanied him to the 
private breakfast with Kissinger to discuss confidential matters, of which only 
a few points relating to coffee and Central America were leaked. But, previous- 
ly, Alvaro Gomez Hurtado had held a dialog and given a reception for the Colom- 
bians who attended the International Monetary Fund meetings, and had delivered 
a lecture on Bolivar at the International Development Bank auditorium. Now, 
Gomez Hurtado is in the news again. He was in the country for 3 days to give a 
lecture, together with Raymond Barre, the former prime minister of France, on 
"The State's Role in the Economy.” AL DIA interviewed him to learn his views 
on world and national peace. As our ambassador to the United States, he has 
suffered from the poor image earned for us by the drug traffickers; but he is 
aware that his role must be one of defense of his fellow countrymen, so that 
"their rights will not be violated." We asked him about the tense world 
atmosphere: 


[Question] Dr Gomez, world tensions are becoming increasingly worse. The 
internationalists claim that Russia and the United States want to impose their 
power by using territories other than their own. Do you think that the Russian 
attack on the South Korean plane, the seizure of Grenada by the Americans and 
the fighting in Lebanon and Central America are the first step toward a world 
war? 


[Answer] I don't believe that this is really based on a universal plan. But 

what you have described rather well does exist; in other words, general states 
of mind that are attempting to put the world in a genuine cold war again, such 
as the one we experienced 2 decades ago. We have returned to the cold war era, 
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which also had its rules and regulations; a dangerous era, but one that mankind 
was able to handle. In any event, it is a retrogression that we hope will not 
reach extreme situations. 


UN and OAS Obsolete? 


[Question] Of course the danger in which world peace finds itself, owing to 
those focal points of fighting, is great. How could those "extreme situations” 
be avoided? 


[Answer] The systems that were used during the cold war to avoid conflicts are 
being depleted. That is to say, there was a supranational agency, the United 
Nations, which was capable of resolving conflicts, because mankind had given 
it a legal capacity; so that it could adopt sanctions, and it could even organ- 
ize armed entities to prevent and punish attacks. With the veto imposed on 
this agency, overly drastic intervention by the United Nations was prevented 
from occurring; but that discredited it, and turned it into a forum, the kind 
of place where one goes to engage in propaganda instead of seeking agreement. 
Today, both the United Nations and the Organization of American States, OAS, 
have become forums, and conflicts are not being resolved nor forestalled in 
these organizations, but rather outsideof them. They occur outside, they 
culminate outside and, eventually, they are even settled outside. What is 
happening now? Incidents such as those involving Grenada and Lebanon are 
making it very evident that those world agencies in which we trusted halfway, 
and which we have there to be of prompt service, are clearly not rendering the 
service asked of them. So, mankind must find other systems, most lik=ly more 
direct agreements, and a more personal diplomacy. 


[Question] Does this mean that the OAS and UN have become a kind of political 
platform, without any major commitments? 


[Answer] Yes. There, each one takes advantage of the fact that there is a 
meeting on a certain day, and then the ministers or the ambassadors appear 

and make a speech that no one listens to, and that is conveyed by the interna- 
tional agencies; and it goes no further than that. It is very difficult to 
ascertain the solution to this situation. If it had been available, it would 
already have been adopted, or at least proposed. 


The Balance That Guaranteed Peace Has Been Lost 


[Question] From your standpoint, what are the phenomena that foster world 
tension and confrontations in this way? 


[Answer] Essentially, the world's military power is being disputed. Mankind 
has experienced a period in which the Americans had the atomic bomb;they were 
the power that was in command, in that respect, and the Russians were behind. 
Later, we went though a period of equal power. Although that could not have 
been gaged accurately, all of unprepared mankind thought that there was a 
balance, and that this balance would guarantee peace, until that harmony was 
destroyed; because it now appears that Russia has more forces arid more of a 
capacity for nuclear attack than the United States has. So, two movements 
have arisen as a solution: that whereby the Americans would recover equality 
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in their capacity, to return to that balance which was thought to have been 
guaranteeing peace; or that whereby the Americans would definitely opt for the 
unilateral disarmament proposed by the Catholic bishops of the United States. 
Therein lies the problem. The majority of Americans are not resigned to disarm- 
ament. 


Neither Capitalism Nor Communism 


[Question] When mankind is confronted with two powers with different persuasions 
and policies, but accruing poor results from the implementation of their sys- 
tems in the end, cannot you politicians, who control the decision-making power, 
find a third alternative? 


[Answer] Yes, there should be one. In this regard, two areas must be taken 
into account: first, the political realm, and later the economic one. Insofar 
as the political one is concerned, two phenomena have always cropped up: 
Democracy usually leads to capitalism, and totalitarianism to communism. The 
ideal would be a middle ground, because we like neither the excesses of capital- 
ism nor socialist action. When the aforementioned political philosophies are 
applied to the economic area, they take shape thusly: Democracy leads to free 
enterprise, from which result abuses and concentration of capital, which pro- 
duces social injustice. On the communist side, a certain degree of prosperity 
is achieved, as under capitalism, but freedom is lost. Our Latin American 
position, based on a Western culture, would be as follows: To seek goals other 
than those of mere capitalist profit, and other than the goal of the state's 
predominance offered by the communists; rather, a combination of ideas, such 

as a possible mixture of free enterprise with the papal encyclicals. It is an 
interesting cocktail: free enterprise, because the people must be allowed to 
assume certain responsibilities, and a "Populorum Progressio” [On the Develop- 
ment of Peoples], which preaches that the purpose of life is not profit alone, 
and that prosperity must be distributed equitably. Am economic technique has 
not managed to achieve that. That third course of action must be sought. 


A Political Style 


Alvaro Gomez Hurtado is the politician who has created the most suspense in 

the country after the president. His «iews and opinions are analyzed in detail, 
and are heeded by all political sectors. The conservative country apparently 
feels that he is the strongest candidate to succeed as head of state. An 
unwitting admirer remarked: “He already has a presidential halo.” His politic- 
al image has been bolstered, not as a government spokesman, but rather as an 
interpreter of national opinion, through his activity as a journalist and in 
his congressional seat. He has not held public office. His voice is becoming 
increasingly eloquent. His supporters claim: "Being an Alvarist is not a poli- 
tical persuasion, but the way one is"; stressing what many have termed a "poli- 
tical refinement" in him. 


[Question] Dv you think that the style of the Contadora Group and of President 
Betancur is part of that type of direct diplomacy which you cite as urgently 
needed at present? 
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[Answer] Contadora has unquestionably made a major effort to find that other 
path to pacification; but, as I told you previously, it is a path outside the 
international agencies; which goes to show that methods such as this are prov- 
ing more effective. We must have faith in the Contadora Group, and in the 
president's action. The path to peace is difficult, but we must believe. 


[Question] Do you think that Contadora's action is in the right direction, and 
that it will have concrete, positive effects? 


[Answer] Contadora has already contributed something; things that we might say 
are invisible. There could have been a direct conflagration between Nicaragua 
and Honduras, and the presence of the Contadora foreign ministers prevented a 
state of war. A prevented war is a certain, highly positive accomplishment, 
but it is invisible, because what one sees is always war, not peace. Just as 
when there is a state of peace, one cannot proclaim that peace has been achiev- 
ed. Contadora has made some proposals; it has worked hard on them; it has had 
a favorable reception. But there is a series of events that have occurred in 
the meantime, such as these confrontations that we have been observing. We 
must not lose hope. 


[Question] Moving on to the area of the action for peace that has been taken in 
Colombia, do you consider it on firm ground, or merely theory that is not reach- 
ing the leaders of the violence and the guerrillas? 


[Answer] That has two features: a direct one, relating to those rebelling with 
arms, the guerrillas or common criminals; and another feature, namely, the 
creation of a pacifist state of mind in the country,’ for which purpose some 
concrete action has been taken, with general signifigance, open to the public. 

| believe that the insistence of the president of the republic upon amnesty and © 
upon that kind of open treatment has, as an end goal, more Colombian public 
opinion and international public opinion than the individuals who might be 
considered likely to surrender their weapons, who number only a few thousand, 
and who most likely will not accept those offers. 


-~- ™S 
a 


The Guerrillas Are Not Poor 


[Question] In other words, total peace is impossible, especially when there 
are, meanwhile, positions as radical as those of the guerrillas and the Army? 


[Answer] There we are entering casuistical, circumstantial terrain. Probably 
on a mountain, or in a territory where some guerrilla fighters are tired, or 
think that they have attained their goals, the amnesty would be accepted, 
taking advantage of the government's generous spirit. Those local instances 
of peace are very beneficial for the country and for progressive pacification. 
But to eliminate the problem of confrontations totally, without solving the 
underlying problem, is impossible, or very remote. 


[Question] You know that violence is produced as a result of extreme, distress- 
ing situations which have not been resolved over a long period of time. Do 

you think that the government's social policy is really affecting the key 
areas? 
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[Answer] There are several theories. Generally speaking, the guerrilla fighter 
is not someone who has suffered great economic hardship;he is not on the lower 
income level. On the contrary, the most "modern" (in quotes) guerrilla fighters 
belong to the middle, and even the upper class. Economic motivation is non- 
existent among them. What impels them is political issues. There are some 
attitudes marked by complicity among certain lower-class sectors of the popula- 
tion, such as the peasants, who view our system with repugnance or apathy, and 
who cooperate with them. This is why the promises and offers have no effect 

on them. Offering a guerrilla fighter, who has graduated from school, who has 
had modern weapons and plenty of money, either sent to him from outside or 
procured from ransom, a small plot of land to plant, or something of the sort, 
does not make sense. The president's social policy has been very successful 

in a general area; the social openness has been very extensive and very good. 


There Is No Respect for Justice 


[Question] There is another topic on the agenda, namely, extradition. Are you 
in agreement with it? 


[Answer] Colombia signed a treaty requiring extradition, which is in effect, 
backed by the Supreme Court; and, so long as that law exists, I believe we 
should extradite the individuals when they are requested. We must comply 
with treaties. If it is noted that this is entailing some problems, we would 
have to study changes. I am not too unbending in this regard. There is 
something very telling, namely, that the drug traffickers are quite adamant 
about destroying extradition; something that does not please me very much, 
because it indicates that they do not fear Colombian justice, but rather that 
of other countries; which is a bad mark against our legal institutions. 


Several political gatherings <nd meetings with friends, and statements of 
support from the youth and women, with people requesting his autograph or 

merely wanting to shake his hand, were the main features of Gomez Hurtado's 
visit to the country. There were some indiscretions, such as: "Do you really 
believe that the Liberal Party supports you?" He thought, very diplomatically, 
and then slowly replied: "I do believe so. The country matured with the Nation- 
al Front, and on the other hand people are by now familiar with my politica) 
style, which is also mature." There are, in fact, many Liberals willing to 
follow him, and there is no doubt that, at the present political time, Alvaro 
(Gomez Hurtado is the one most mentioned to succeed Belisario. People are 


wondering: "Will he be a candidate?" And, as he has stated on several occa- 
sions, many respond: "Not a candidate, but president.” 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


AMBASSADOR TO U.S. FAVORS MIXED ECONOMY 
Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 26 Oct 83 Sec C p 8 


[Text] Yesterday, The Colombian ambassador to Washington, Alvaro Gomez, proposed 
the devising and implementation of a type of mixed economy that would combine 
the benefits of capitalism and a centrally planned economy, to emerge from the 
current crisis and bolster the people's development. 


The person also designated for the presidency of the republic commented: "If 
we want to have a large capacity for social spending, to prevent the injustices 
caused by capitalism and socialist dehumanization, all waste must be avoided.” 


In a lecture that he delivered at the Gonzalo Jimenez de Quesada Convention 
Center, in the course of the forum scheduled by the magazine SINTESIS ECONOMICA 
{Economic Summary], Gomez Hurtado, the current Colombian ambassador to Washing- 
ton, made an extensive analysis of "The State's Role in Our Time of Crisis.” 


In his proposition, he stressed that the greatest disease in the state, parti- 
cularly in poor countries, is its paternalistic attitude; adding that every- 
thing converges to turn this into the general rule of conduct: "On the one 
hand, the strident appeal for interventionism sought by individuals and trade 
unions; and, on the other, the administrative greed of a bureaucracy which 
is sometimes eager to participate in major administrative events and, on other 
occasions, to obtain advantages and sinecures in exchange for, or in connection 
ith its decisions.” a 


—————— ‘ 


in his remarks, Gomez Hurtado also made the following statements, among others: 


The current crisis in capitalism may consist of a progressive weakening of the 
reason of state still surviving in its democratic institutions. Economic policy 
has become oriented to the current situations, from day to day, allowing itself 
to be surprised by events, without daring to cite long or even medium-term 
goals. 


ae ane 
—— re 


The partial crises, such as the wave of inflation of the past 8 years, and the 
current financial upheaval, are causing "s to realize that what is needed is 
to find a new, tolerable, formulation of the reason of state. 
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Because what communism has put into effect certainly is not it; and, furthermore, 
it is uncertain aout its own efficacy. There has already been a revision in 
China, and there has been a softening in Yugoslavia and Hungary. It would be 
impracticable and retrogressive in the Western industrialized countries. It is 
a model that has become old during its 60 years in effect. 


Capitalism is also lacking in confidence about its own excellence. For years, 
since the monetary system of the postwar period lost its credibility, a pessi- 
mistic attitude has been taking possession of the West. The sophistication of 

the economic theory has not managed to eliminate any of the catastrophic pros- 
pects discerned for the future: neither the bankruptcy of the Third World debtors, 
nor the abysmal gap between the world's richest and poorest areas, nor the anti- 
cipated energy crisis that has merely been postponed, nor the progressive starva- 
tion in Africa. 


In every location, the state is already almost definitively on the defensive. 
As for the Latin American countries which have had an economy that, for lack of 
a better adjective, we have ended up calling mixed," they are quite well aware 
that they are far removed from attaining the types of prosperity germane to 
capitalism which, moreover, would force upon us, to gain them, the obligation 
to traverse, now at an inappropriate time, the difficult path filled with 
social injustice that was taken by the now developed countries during the peri- 
od of the industrial revolution. Even if that prosperity were attainable, we 
would not be willing to pay its price. 


So, we feel stuck in the distressing position of having to choose the other 
option in this supposed dilemma: that of the totalitarian economy. 


But the third course of action must exist, the one that we have been seeking 
unawares, namely, that of the "mixed economy," which has had a disorderly, 
sporadic and often inconsistent implementation, and which has not brought 
results. Our per capita income and our capacity for investment and spending 
are becoming increasingly distant from those achieved under capitalism and 
socialism. 


I think that what we need is to adopt the democratically desired model, with its 
levels of development and social welfare that we wish to achieve, making them 
compatible, and then converting those goals of the "third course of action” 
into a reason of state; in other words, to arrange our institutions within a 
democratic framework, so that a compulsory system of priorities can be estab- 
lished by consensus. 


If we want to have a large capacity for social spending (to prevent the unjus- 
tices of capitalism and socialist dehumanization) all waste must be avoided: 
waste of energy, of resources and of time. In a democratic world, where we 

want to continue to be, one fed up with electoral concerns, opinion polls and 
reelections of congressmen and governors, the state must recover its initiative, 
its desire to create and its planning capacity. 
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COUNTRY SECTION COLOMBIA 


GOVERNMENT FORESEES NO CRISIS IN TRADE BALANCE 
Bogota EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 28 Oct 83 Sec A p 16 


[Text] The development minister, Rodrigo Marin Bernal, has stated that the 
government views the future of Colombia's foreign trade with equanimity, and 
precludes the possibility of a sudden crisis in the commercial payments balance, 
thanks to athe policy of support for non-traditional exports and the encouraging 
prospect represented by medium and long-term coal and ferronickel exports. 


Nevertheless, Marin Bernal admitted to the Chamber of Representatives’ Third 
Commission that, next year, Colombia will require a doubling of the foreign 
currency income to meet the commitments involving external credit, on the one 
hand, and to guarantee a minimum of commercial activity, on the other. 


According to his statements, the volume of foreisn exchange income this year 
will amount to $3.6 billion; and, next year, between $6.2 and $6.3 billion will 
be needed. Marin Bernal added: "The efficiency will have to be implemented at 
the cost of the international reserves, which are already low." 


During the debate on the standard foreign trade bill submitted to Congress for 
consideration by the government's economic team, the development minister noted 
that the new coffee agreement affords the country a high degree of participation 
on the foreign market for the bean, which is close to 17 percent; and he gave a 
reminder that the market's relative stability allowed the price of coffee to 
post a moderate increase. 


Impetus for Minor Exports 


In addition to the foregoing areas and the expectations offered by the mining 
sector, Marin Bernal mentioned that the government realizes the need for giving 
an impetus to non-traditional exports, a category that should become one of the 
mainstays for the exchange balance. 


For this reason, Marin Bernal urged the Chamber's Third Commission to under- 
take a thorough study of this bill, the basic purpose of which is to replace 
the tax credit certificate [CAT] with a tax refund certificate, with great 
flexibility that will make it possible to return taxes, duties and contribu- 
tions to those engaged in the exporting business. 
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Change of Structures 


The head of the development ministry cited the government's intention of mak- 
ing a change in the legal structure that has governed Colombian foreign trade 
since the issuance of Decree 444 of 1967, because this administration has 
been faced with an external situation quite different from the one that occur- 
red in the immediate past. 


Marin Bernal said that previous governments had a high volume of income in 
foreign currency, which gave rise to an exceptional import policy and to the 
accumulation of international reserves as a result of phenomena such as the 
frosts on the Brazilian coffee plantations. "But when the economic conditions 
changed, and a decline in the balance of payments and a drop in the volume of 
reserves began, the Betancur administration resorted to a system that is aimed 
at reactivating the economy, protecting the native industry and labor, restrict- 
ing imports and promoting exports other than cotfee.”’ 


The minister explained that, although coffee retains a fundamental specific 
weight in foreign trade, it may be claimed at present that the level of income 
coming from exports of different types has declined less thar in previous 
years. 


German Villegas, the proponent of the bill, for his part, stated that the CERT 
{tax refund certificate] is a flexible instrument that will enable the govern- 
ment to cope with the new exchange circumstances and to avoid the progressive 
decline in reserves. 


He said: "This certificate offsets the loss of competitive status that a Colom- 
bian product could experience abroad, and gives the exporter an incentive, 
which should never be considered a subsidy; something that would give rise 

to problems with the international trade institutions.” 


German Villegas made changes aimed at avoiding too much flexibility in setting 
he leveis of the CERT, and to develop support and compensation funds for 
exportable agricultural products. 


The Proposal 


in the report prepared by a team of congressmen, comprised of German Villegas, 


franco Salazar, Ramiro Andrade and Mauro Bermudez, the present tax credit 
certificate is described as a harsh and inflexible instrument. The proponents 
recalled that the CAT levels are set annually before 1 September, and are in 


effect starting on 1 January of the following year, and that they are kept 
unchanged, regardless of the fluctuations in the international quotation. 


[n view of the meager workability of the CAT, the congressmen realized that 
a flexible mechanism was needed which, however, would not go too far, harming 
exporters with low levels. 


As an alternative to resolve the excessive variahility of the CERT, the propo- 
nents suggested a minimal or support level, that would ensure, by means of a 
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contract with INCOMEX [Foreign Trade Institute], fixed levels during a parti- 
cular period, which would allow the exporter to plan his commitments, without 
having a sudden change occur in the groundrules. 


The congressional economic team also recommended the establishment of support 
prices for exports to stabilizethe producers’ income and, as a supplement, 
compensation funds for products of agricultural-livestock origin, which would 
be fed with both contributions from the government and those from private 
entities. 


The congressmen emphasized that the CERT should cppear as a suitable tor] for 
returning indirect taxes, duties and contributions, eliminating terms such as 
"incentive," which might cause conflicts with the United States, whose foreign 
trade law accepts refunds but not subsidies; as well as with the European 
Economic Community and with the members of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade [GATT]. 


At the same time, the proponents stressed the feasibility of freeing the 

export business from taxes and levies that deprive it of a competitive status 
on the international market. In this connection, they proposed that the 
processed products that are exported, the sales of capital goods used to manu- 
facture exportable goods and sales made in the country to international market- 
ing associations be exempted from the specific tax. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICA 


ISSUE OF EARLY ELECTION BRINGS CONFLICTING REACTIONS 
Charles Statements 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 15 Oct 83 p 2 


[Text ] - Domi:ica’s Prime Minister Eugenia Minister of Communications, Works, 


‘support for her Dominica Freedom ard and if one of them can’t 
Party (DFP) is now stronger team work then he must be parted 
‘In some areas than she ledittoa with,” the Prime Minister added. 
landslide victory st the polls three Miss Charles said that Dyer decided 
years ago to leave the Party. Dyer has the 
On claims of an imminent election, Opposition ranks, giving five 
Miss Charies ‘told 2 sews con- seats in the House of Assembly com- 
ference.....‘1 don’t know where they got pared with 16 for the Freedom ays 
the idea from there was going to be a The Dominica Prime Minister 
mo euestenendtie tn tn t heme, od hem pean 
are a , « s 
1985. Mise Charles said (ouppert) ta some ef the rural arves 
politicians to be to where we weren't very ¥ 
‘play A. trick on he ante Minister held talks 
-_— she would gotothe (BDD), the office of the European 
. Community, the Caribbean Develop- 
form a joint — against own States Hig BI on 
{ey csp torte Development (USAID copie 
together, and every now or then Mise Charles left Barbados yesterday 
separate... for Jamaica to address a gri.tuating 
Charles also ee to ceremony at the Norman Law 
Opposition claims that the issal of School in Kingston today. (CANA) 
Opposition Activities 
Bridgetown SUNDAY ADVOCATE in English 16 Oct 83 p 3 
[Text ] Roseau, Lominica Saturday (CAN will be an early General Election. 
i = DELEGATES form all 21. con- Political leader, Oliver  Seraphin, 
stituency branches of the newly- said today the special delegates 
r ition Dominica Labour convention in the rural parish of St. 
Party (DLP) @ crucial meeting on , 10 miles north of here, will also 


S y to discuss strategy for con- a new National Executive and 


testing what party leaders speculate adopt a new constitution. 











CSO: 


In an interview with tthe Caribbean 
News Agency (CANA), the former 
Dominica Prime Minister said 

has been 


speculation of election 
feelled by the departure from Dominica 


of government parliamentarian, 


that he John, 

Sadlater of Aaoditirs, tos seutined, 

’ Fr ’ 

Ser added: ‘‘We know for a fact 

that must be a by-election before 
March of next year.” 

He added: ‘We also think that it is 


anuary . 

ruling) Freedom Party may very 
well or a national election rather 
than that by-election which they 


Minister Eugenia Charles 
said earlier this week that John, MP for 
the Salisbury constituency, had 
r leave from Parliament to 

after overseas business. 
Sunday's convention is in keeping 
with a decision in May by the two 
former rival factions of the oy a 
Labour Party which decided to 
their differences and reunite under one 


umbrella. 
Seraphin, Prime Minister from 1979- 
ry away from the Labour Party 


following the downfall of Prime 
Minister Patrick John in June 1979 
amid political disturbances here and 
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subsequently formed the Democratic 
Labour Party of Dominica (DEMLAB). 


He said should a by-election be called 
in the Sal , he will 
attempt to r the seat he lost 
in the 1980 al Election 


Said Seraphin: ‘There is a calculated 
risk that there are certain persons who 


very te didi tn sop tn) 
v y ( ) 
in the forefront of the ite Paty at 
this time.”’ 
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COUNTRY SECTION 





CHARLES IN BARBADOS, URGES MORE BUYING OF DOMINICAN FRUIT 


Bridgetown THE NATION in English 14 Oct 83 p 1 


ba 
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the foreign exchange 
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[Text ] 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


COFFEE QUOTAS SEEN AS STRENGTHENING INDUSTRY 
Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] There are strong arguments for having the Dominican Government distri- 
bute all the coffee export quotas for this coffee year, 1983-84, and for the 
following years in which quotas may exist, directly among the coffee-growing 
farmers. 


In the first place, the problem of distributing quotas, an exercise that has 
been clearly proven to be detrimental to the most vulnerable: the one who 
harvests coffee, would be solved for once and for all. Simply stated, the one 
who plants would have a quota. 


Secondly, there would be assurance that most of the economic income produced 
by the quota would go to the coffee harvester, who is the one assuming the 
greatest production risks and the one who should be given the most incentive 
so that there will be greater coffee productivity and production in the coun- 
try. The economic income is produced because, of two bags of coffee that are 
exactly equal, the bag that can be sold with a quota will have a higher price. 


Thirdly, by giving quotas to the coffee growers, there would be an extension 
of an economic gain that is by now customary in the case of sugar. The sugar 
quotas on the United States market are distributed among the sugar producing 
companies which, because they are few in number, are also exporters. Even the 
sugar planters benefit, because they are paid a price for the cane based upon 
the price of sugar. In the case of coffee, once the harvester sells, he is 
dissociated from any subsequent matter involving prices. 


Fourthly, the small coffee harvester would have in his possession two saleable 
commodities: his coffee and his quota. Hence, he could not only improve his 
income, but could also have receipts in different periods (1f he does not sell 
the two commodities together); and he would not have to sell all his coffee in 
its prime or immediately after harvesting to generate income. The quota would 
be a negotiable piece of paper that would afford the coffee grower more free- 
dom of action. 


Fifthly, an effective use would be made of the coffee census and, together 


with the quota, the harvester could be given technical assistance, information 
on markets, and even the bill for the notorious “contribution to the chief," 
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The best list of the country's harvesters is kept for coffee: we know the names, 
addresses and number of tareas planted. 


Sixthly, the exporters would find the planting and harvesting of coffee attrac- 
tive;.an initiative that would result in greater capitalization for the crop 
which would, unquestionably, tend to modernize the growing of coffee, in view 
of the major economic and technological resources that the exporters have 
available. 


Economic Democracy 


The fundamental symbol of political democracy is a vote for each adult, regard- 
less of sex, color, religion or occupation. I cannot think of a better arrange- 
ment for taking economic democracy to the coffee-growing sector than to estab- 
lish as many quotas as bags of coffee produced proportionate to the national 
total. 


The Government of National Concentration has a clearcut, concrete opportunity 
to put into effect what was an attractive appeal in the campaign that brought 
it to power. How can this be done? 


Well, the total quota for 1983-84 is 395,349 bags, each weighing 75 kilograms. 
The combined large and small coffee growers number about 70,000. 


The government could distribute the quota in two ways: One would be by giving 
each producer the same number of quotas. In this instance, each harvester 
would be entitled to export 5.56 bags of coffee. 


The other way, recommended by the writer, would be to grant the quotas on the 
basis of the production of each harvester relative to the country’s total 
production in a recent year (or the average for recent years). Anyone harvest- 
ing 1 percent of the production would have 1 percent of the quotas. 


Someone might claim that the big harvester would receive many quotas. If that 
is troublesome, the government could limit the maximum number of quotas to be 
given to a single harvester. I would be pleased simply to have all the quotas 
go to the producer, for the time being. 


In such a sophisticated Dominican financial world, in which there is an abun- 
dance of commercial paper and credit certificates, 1t would come as no surprise 
if another convertible paper were to appear: the coffee quota, which the state 
would print and the coffee harvesters would sell to the banks, the cooperatives 
and the exporters. The exporters would be the purchasers of quotas, ultimately, 
because the quotas (on paper) would be necessary for exporting coffee. 


Decree 1621, which regulates the Coffee Commission, would have to be changed 
in order to establish the proposed quota distribution system. Among other 
things, 1t could be used to advantage so as to stipulate that the Coffee 
Commission 18 to report to the National Council of Agriculture; not as it 
stands now, with the approval of a resolution wherein that council, as we 
understand it, did not have the best kind of participation. 
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A Coffee Dilemma 


It 16 claimed that the country produces an average of about 40 pounds of coffee 
per tarea. It has also been said that we could aspire to 100 pounds per tarea. 
But what good would it do to produce more if we are subject to a national 

quota anyway? 


If we produce more, the quota could increase, for the country's benefit. In 
addition, the larger production would tend to cut the price of the nationally 
consumed coffee. More people would have access to the coffee habit: a habit 
that makes better citizens, 1s a symbol of courtesy and hospitality and fosters 
the efficiency of the bureaucracy; a habit that supplements another good habit 
for the economy: tobacco. 





The increases in productivity would be translated into a reduction in the local 
price; because the domestic market would be partially dissociated from the 
world market through the quota system, and the local prices would not follow 
the international ones very closely. 


Furthermore, if the future abundance of coffee should prove counterproductive 
for the coffee growers, in view of the curtailment of sales abroad owing to 
the overall quota, a sound coffee economy, with harvesters receiving good pay 
for their work, would be capable of adjusting itself, changing to the planting 
of tea, or combining coffee with other perennial crops, among other options. 


This capacity for adjustment would be strategically important, because coffee 
will have to continue playing a major role in the country's reforestation. 
But, once again, why reforest with coffee if there a limits on what we can sell 
abroad? 


To eliminate the dilemma, the coffee economy would have to be put on a sound 
footing, and be rehabilitated and democratized. A fundamental tool in this 
strategy would be to give all the quotas to the coffee harvesters. 


The Challenge to CEDOPEX 


In the exports area the term "traditional" means something known, and impossible 
to improve. The fact is that the entire national wisdom with regard to coffee 
exporting lies in 38 companies. The government has a limited understanding of 
the complexities of the international markets for products which, despite the 
mistreatment, generate most of the country's foreign exchange: sugar, gold, 
coffee, cacao and tobacco, 


CEDOPEX[Dominican Center for Export Development], together with SEA, could play 
a role in the distribution of the coffee quotas. In addition, it could learn 

to sell on the international markets for the benefit of the coffee growers and 
the country. One is prompted to reflect on the enthusiasm with which the coun- 
try wants to promote exports of agricultural goods that do not generate even 

5 percent of the foreign exchange. CEDOPEX jumped for joy when the Monetary 
Board approved an exchange incentive of 100 percent for 83 agricultural products. 
That decision was made alone; it was a result of an endogenous policy caused 

by the shortage of foreign exchange. 
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CEDOPEX must learn to sell traditional goods, and thereby minimize the negative 
effects of the ignorant speculation that is always naively expecting a rise in 
the international prices. An education on coffee could lead to a policy of 
objective prices, that would result in concentrated sales, without any need 

of distributing them proportionately every quarter. 


Conclusion 


The state, by its very nature, is a filter for economic and political forces. 
The coffee harvesters are hungry for economic justice and democracy. And a 
government that has acquired legitimacy because each person is worth one vote 
can, as a result, give the coffee producer his proportionate share of the 
economic income generated by the quota which the country has and which only 
the government can distribute. 


The coffee sector is one of the most stable community leaders in the country. 
There could hardly be any panic in that sector. The flights of foreign exchange 
are very rare in that sector. The coffee capital is definitely Dominican. The 
sector has withstood the export taxes without making excessive demands. That 
sector needs to be strengthened, and quotas are a major tool for strengthening 
the coffee economy. 
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COUNTRY SECTION DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


DOLLAR SHORTAGE CAUSES CRISIS IN IMPORT MARKET 
Santo Domingo EL CARIBE in Spanish 27 Oct 83 Sec C pp 1, 3 


[Excerpt] The rise in the dollar subsidy and the shortage of that foreign curren- 
cy have brought about a critical situation on the importing market, which is 
reflected in a considerable price hike for products, a temporary suspension of 
sales, restrictions on credit facilities and discounts to distributors,and a 
decline in operations. 


The upward escalation of the quotation for the American currency, which has 
risen by 40 points during a period of approximately 30 days, has caused sizable 
increases in the prices of cars, spare parts for cars and industrial equipment, 
household electrical appliances and other imported items. 





Neverthelc;:., both importers and distributors admit that the indiscriminate 
rise in the dollar subsidy has been used by speculating sectors as an excuse 
for increasing profits. 


They also admit that the high quotation for the doliar, which reached a level 
of 98 percent over the Dominican peso, has produced an extra cost which has 
been passed on to the consumer throughout the entire marketing system, with a 
multiplying effect on the end price. 


The constant fluctuations in the subsidy have produced a kind of “nervousness” 


in the market, the results of which range from the closing of some establish- 
ments to price changes in a matter of minutes, owing to an increase of several 
points in the dollar quotation. 


Several firms importing vehicles have devised a list of 10 different prices 
for each unit, depending on the amounts of the subsidy that are between 60 and 
100 percent over the Dominican peso. 


According to one of these lists, a 26-passenger microbus could be worth 38,061 
Dominican pesos if the subsidy is 60 percent, or 47,576 Dominican pesos if the 
quotation has risen to 100 percent. 


To give another example from one of these lists, the price of a nine-passenger 
minibus could vary from 10,990 Dominican pesos, if the dollar stands at 60 
percent, to 15,566 Dominican pesos, if the currency is quoted at 80 percent. 


96 














Some distributors claim that the price increases could be zreater than the 

cost increments due to the rise in the subsidy, and add that it {s not warrant- 
ed to have the items currently in existence affected by the latest quotations, 
because those units were purchased when the cost of the foreign exchange was 

at a level lower than the present ones. 


Nevertheless, importers allege that the foreign suppliers are sending them 
orders with 30 or more days’ credit, and that in many instances they are sell- 
ing the units based on a lower subsidy than what they have to reckon at the 
time of payment. 


in any event, they think that the situation is “uncontrollable,” and that the 
fluctuations in the dollar subsidy could generate losses or profits, owing to 
the fact that one never knows the difference that will exist in the subsidies 
in effect when it is time to pay for the imported goods and when the item is 
sold in the country. 


Moreover, they say that the effects of the rise in the dollar subsidy could 
be greater in the months to come. 


The price difference is also evident in another type of item. We heard of a 
lady who went to purchase a machine for preparing yogurt, the price of which 
was %0 Dominican pesos in the morning and, by afternoon, the price of the 
appliance had risen to 70 Dominican pesos, “due to the rise in the dollar 
subsidy.” 


by way of example of the increase in the prices of some products, we could 

cite vehicle accessories, such as a hood which, 2 months ago, cost 150 Domini- 
can pesos, and is now worth 300 Dominican pesos; or a car grille, which previ- 
ously cost 150 Dominican pesos, and the current price of which is 235 Dominican 
pesos. 


In the case of household electrical appliances, the 12-inch fans, which cost 
38 Dominican pesos 2 months ago, now cost 48 Dominican pesos; and the blender, 
which was formerly worth 85 Dominican pesos, is now worth 115 Dominican pesos. 


We have learned that, in some instances, customers have had to take back the 
initial deposit on certain goods after finding that the total estimate for the 
goods that they had intended to purchase had risen considerably after they made 
the initial payment. 


The distributors have also reported that, on some occasions, customers have 
called on the telephone and have been given a certain price; and by the time 
they arrive at the commercial establishment, the price has increased. Because 
of this, some businesses have decided not to give prices on the telephone. 
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COUNTRY SECTION 


TUC CONFERENCE ENDS PREMATURELY; DIFFERENCES CITED 


Unfinished Deliberations 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 4 Oct 83 p 3 


GUYANA 


[Text] THE 30th Annual Delegates’ Conference cf the Cuyana Trades Union Con- 
gress came to an end on Sunday afternoon without completing discussions on any 
of the matters laid before conference, including the report of the General 
Secretary Cde Joseph Pollydore. 


This means that the executive council will have to fix a date for the holding 
of a special delegates’ conference or members of the TUC may request that a 
special conference be convened to discuss matters affecting the movement. 


CANA Report on Differences 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEAWER in English 5 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] 


GEORGETOWN, Oct. 4, 
(CANA): 

Internal strife and 
differences over 
cedure forced the six- 
day annual confer- 
ence of the Guyana 
Labour Movement to 
end in disarray here 
Saturday night with 
none of the 14 items 
on the agenda com- 
pleted, Trades Union 
Congress (TUC) chief 
executive, pe Pol- 
lydore, said today. 

The TUC meeti 
he said, found | 
bogged down for two 

with an 
ful effort to unsedt fie 
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cl can new summon an 
extraordmary meeting of 
two thirds of the affiliates 
can request a special con- 
ference. 

The TUC, established 
in 1958, » the umbrella 
organisation here for the 
labour movement and 

aks for an estimated 

7 {00 workers. 

Pollydpre said the prob- 
lems started on the second 
day when steps were taken 
to unseat fwe umons 
which have been strong 
crises of the Government 
and the Congress for its 
role in handling workers 
affairs. 


The five umions, rep- 
resenting workers in baux- 
ite and sugar — Guyana’s 
wo major foregn ex- 
change earners — as well 
as the commercial sector 
and University of Guyana 
(UG), were told they were | 
untinancial and therefore 
not properly seated at the ' 
conterence. 


The five umions togeth- 
er represent 34,000 of the 
77,9) membership of the 
TUC, 


Three other affiliates, 
including the Public Serv- 
sxe Union, a_ traditional 
supporter of the Govern- 

» ed a walkout from 
Onhetence in protec 
against te move. 

A total of eight unions 
with s combined mem- 
bership of $2,000 left che 
conference which went 
ahead with its deliber- 
ations and in the process 
passed 4 motion j 
the five unions as béing 
unfinancial. 

Within 24 hours, the 
unions paid up their ar- 
rears and were seated again 
but the incident saw a 
clear division in the ranks 

the TUC with the tradi- 

al supporters of the 
Government + out- 
numbered by the — 
from the more militant 
unions, 

General Secretary Nan 
da Kishore Gopaul of the 
National © Association of 
Agricultural, Commercial 
and Industrial Employees 
(NAACIE) told CANA 
that on the resumption of 
the conference third 


PPP Assessment 


day, two delegates from 
the PSU, oth of them 
firemen, were summoned 
away from the deliber- 
ations, even’ though they 
were granted leave. 

The eight unions ob- 
jected and the wrangling 
continued over the next 
two days. 

This led to an adjourn- 
ment until Saturday when 
the militant Clerical and 
Commercial Workers 


Union (CCWU) with a 
membership of 4,500 in 
the public and private 
commercial sector mainly, 
sought 10 move 4 motion 
“urging the TUC to use all 
possible means to ensure 
the delegates return to the 
conference.” 

Gopaul contends that 
the conference was never 
reconvened and when he 
sought to raise, the issue 
saturday afternoon, eadir- 
man and TUC president 
Samuel Walker said he 
could not entertain ary 
resolution on the issue of 
the two delegates and the 
session was abruptly ag- 
journed., ; 





Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] THE Guyana Trades Union Congress was thrown into a quandary as the 
five-day 30th., Annual Delegates Conference ended last Sunday without delib- 
erating on the most important items of the agenda, including the reports of 
the General Secretary and Treasurer, fifteen committee reports, 50-odd mo- 
tions and constitutional amendments. 


Two controver3ial issues arose during conference which effectively threw out 
deliberations on other vital issues confronting the labour movement. 


On Tuesday, Sept. 27, the Convenor of the Credential Committee reported that 
nine unions failed to pay up dues. Pro-PNC Unions used this as a pretext to 
demand the unseating of the defaulting Unions. Two days went by as contro- 
versy raged over the issue. As a motion to unseat them was being put to 
delegates to vote on the issue, eight unions staged a dramatic walk-out leav- 
ing the hall half-empty. At the end of the second day the unions paid up 
their dues in full so as to allow the conference to continue. 
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GAWU, the largest Union, explained that it had the money ready to pay but the 
TUC forwarded a bill in excess of GAWU's dues. The union communicated to 
Treasurer, Selwyn Felix, who came under fire at the Conference, that GAWU was 
awaiting a correct calculation before dues were to be paid. 


The 2 bauxite unione explained that due to expenses incurred during the six- 
week strike in the industry they were not in a position to fulfill their fi- 
nancial obligations but stated that they would do so shortly. 


In spite of the explanations and disregarding appeals by General Secretary, 

J. Pollydore, that it was a simple matter, pro-government unions pressed the 
issue, no doubt, to kill time to abort the deliberations, a tactic that be- 

came most evident later. 


Wednesday morning when Conference finally settled down to discuss the General 
Secretary's report, it was disclosed that two delegates from the PSU delega- 
tion, were held ‘hostage'--they were recalled to the fire department on in- 
structions of the Home Affairs Ministry. Agair the hand of the PNC regime was 
shown in what some delegates considered to be open political interference. 

The attack on the PSU was seen as a move to pressure George Daniels, who had 
shown solidarity with the unions, which included the militant 4-Union bloc 
that walked out the previous day. 


However, the move backfired. A motion was put to the Conference to halt de- 
liberations until the two firemen, Duncan Greene and P. Jones, return to the 
PSU delegation. At voting time even the pro-government unions were afraid to 
say no. A delegation of the TUC later met with Home Affairs Minister but 
failed to get the release of the two men. 


The suspension of the standing orders remained for the better part of three 
days. On Saturday evening, conference was hastily reconvened by President 
Samuel Walker. The floor was immediately taken by Duncan Greene who was re- 
leased from work at 5 p.m. He was supposed to work until 12 noon but was kept 
on there with others until 5 p.m. Greene condemned the move by the government 
to withdraw him and his colleague, Jones. In defiance he announced his resig- 
nation from the service where he worked for 29 years. He was given a standing 
ovation. Other leading trade unionists, including GAWU's General Secretary, 
Ram Karran, deplored government's act and commended Greene on his principled 
stand. 


On Sunday, the last day of the conference, pro-government and anti-government 
trade unions clashed. Heated exchanges took place with government ministers 
and other senior state personnel coming in for heavy blows. Many times they 
were booed and heckled when they spoke. The exchanges went on until President 
Walker prematurely closed the conference. PSU president, Goerge Daniels, was 
on his feet wien the president banged his hammer and left. More than a hun- 
dred delegates remained seated for 15 minutes. The manner in which Walker 
closed the conference was openly condemned. 


The Unions were attempting to get the Chairman to agree that a new date be set 


for Conference to continue its work. The Chairman, known for his PNC-lean- 
ings, would have none of that. As it is now the matter lies in the hands of 
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the PNC-packed Executive Council to decide on a date. But it is not clear 
whether a conference would be called at all before the next one scheduled for 
1984 * 


From the beginning, the PNC sought to show its strength. It invaded the open- 
ing session when Vice President, H. Creen spoke. Prime Minister Reid was 


there too along with government bureaucrats, WRSM, and others packing the 
hall. 


Observers feel that the PNC wanted to stall the Conference since the results 

would have been at that stage embarrassing, if not detrimental to the regime. 
In recent times more leading trade unionists have been taking militant stands 
as anti-working class policies wreak havoc on the Guyanese populace. 


As matters now stand, the PNC, which for decades has used the TUC as a tool, 
is not satisfied with this new trend. Its grip is losening. In this situa- 
tion observers feel that the PNC would again manoeuvre to have full control. 





PHOTO CAPTIONS 


1. THE dramatic walk-out by eight unions at one point during the TUC confer- 
ence left barely a handful of delegates to listen to the Report of General 
Secretary, Joseph Pollydore. His report was read and discussion took 
place only of the first page. No more deliberations took place on the 
Report as other matters intervened until the end of the Conference. Pic- 
ture shows the half empty hall listening to Mr. Pollydore. [Photo not 
reproduced } 


2. PNC Labour Minister Kenneth Denny who was among other Cabinet collegues 
attending the TUC conference as union delegates, walked into an angry 
picket line. One picket urged a redeployment of ministers for labour in 
the sugar belt. Under Denny's regime as Labour Minister the PNC's re- 
trenchment axe is swinging with vengeance while state agencies have cal- 
lously sacked striking workers in union recognition disputes. Denny who 
seems to have a dislike to being photographed stirred up a mini storm at 
conference in a tempestuous attack on a MIRROR photo-journalist. [Photo 
not reproduced] 





Criticism of Government Role 


Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 9 Oct 83 ppl, 4 


{Text } THE 30TH ANNUAL Delegates Con- McDavid, the President's Political 
ference of the TUC ended last Sun- adviser and Robert Williams, 
day evening in stalemate, without Chairman of Guyana Fisheries Ltd. 
having dealt with any of the im- These were in addition to minis- 
portant matters on the agenda. ters jKenneth Denny ‘Manvower & 

Seated among the delegates this Co-operatives) and Sailahuddin 

year as representatives of the (agriculture) and Agnes Bend-kir- 
Guyana Labour Union were Elvin ton of the President's Office. 
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Both Ministers Denny and Sal- 
lahuddin are members of the TUC 
Executive and had proposed and 
seconded the motion to invite 
Vice President Green to give the 
opening address on Tues. evening, 
Sept. 27. 

On Wed. delegates were informed 
that eight unions had not paid 
“heir dues and a move was made to 
exclude them from the meeting. 

They were the two sugar unions 
. (GAAS and NAACIE), the Clerical 
and Commercial Union (CCWU), a 
public service union (NUPSE), UG 
Staff (UGSA), the Mortgage Pinance 
Staff (GMPA) and the two bauxite 
unions (G4MU and GBSU). 

The GMM told the delegates that 
the bauxite workers had been 
weakened by the six-week strike 
and found it difficult to pay. 
Some of the other unions refused 
to py up in solidarity with thes. 

The TUC Credentials Committee 
recommended that the unions be 
given time to pay and the PSU 
President moved that the recommen- 
dation be accepted. 

President Samuel Walker, however, 
adjourned the meeting acrinst the 
protests of the non-government. mem- 
bers. 

On Thurs. the heated debate 
continued. A motion was tabled 
to disqualify the unions 

At this, PSU President George ~- 
Daniels, who is also TUC lst Vice 
President, left the stage and led 
his delegation cut. They were 
followed by seven other unions 
totalliné among them 52,000 of 
the 77,000 workers represented by 
the TU. 

Those who walked out were: PSU 
representing 17,000, GAWU 20,000, 
GAD 6,000, COM 4,200, MAACIE 
1,200, UGSA 420, MUPSE and a sec- 
tion of the Transport and General 
Workers Union. 

After the walk out, the remain- 
ing delegates passed the motion 
to exclude those unions which had 
not paid their dues. 

However, that same afternoon 


the unions in arrears paid up the 
outstanding dues and returned to 


the Conference. 
On fri. morning two PSU dele- 


gates, members of the Fire Service 

were summoned back to their work- 

place by the Chief Pire Officer. 
This action was to dominate the 


President and General Secretary to 
seek the release of the two PSU 
delegates. 

The Conference then adjourned 
till late in the afternoon, when 
it was reported that the matter 
had ~een discussed with the Minis- 
ter of Home Affairs Jeffrey Thomas, 
who said the Fire Act gave him 
power to insist that the men be on 
duty to deal with emergencies and 
he intended to use that power. 


On Sat. afternoon Conference 
reassembled to hear that there was 
no change in the Minister's posi- 
tion. PSU President reported that 
he had investigated and found there 
was no emergency. ’ 

About 5.30 p.m. one of the fire- 
men, Mr. Green, who had been re- 
called, returned to Conference and 
asked to be allowed to speak. 

In a moving address, he related 
how he had given 29 years service 
with the Pire Department for which 
he had been honoured and he never 
thought that the day would come 
when he would be accused of cer- 
tain things. 


He assured the delegates that he 
was there as a representative of 
his fellow workers and he intended 
to do what they expected of hin. 

He also told the gathering that 
he had written his resignation 
that morning, but had been advised 
by his union not to submit it. 

He was given a standing ovation. 

‘ Suggestions were made that a 
delegation be sent to the Presi- 
dent and that the other delegates 
picket outside the residence. 

The General Secretary felt that 
this would achieve little, judging 
from past experience, and that 
they should think of more creative 
ways of making their voices heard. 
On Sun. morning Conference con- 
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vened an hour and a half late, uproar among Government supporters 


and efforts to get back to the and President Walker brought the 
business agenda were stymied by meeting to a close before the 
long interventions from the floor. a 6 gps. a : 
Government supporters argued comment, Genera c- 
that Conference had passed a reso- retary Joseph Pollydore told the 
lution not to reconvene until the Catholic Standard that this year's 
matter of the withdrawn PSU dele- Conference has been his worst ex- 
gates was settled. ° perience in 45 years of trade 
As the time for the Conference unionism. 
to end approached, a motion from He was most disappointed that 
PSU President Daniels to return the Conference was unable to deal 
to the standing orders caused an with any of its business. 


New Conference Date 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 7 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] THE statutory meeting of the Guyana Trades Union Congress on October 
19, is expected to decide on a date for a reconstituted Delegates’ Conference. 


This was confirmed yesterday by the Asst. General Secretary of the Guyana 
Trades Union Congress who noted important unfinished business was not consid- 


ered at the recently concluded Thirteenth Annual Delegates Conference, ended 
October 2, 1983. 


Cde Melville agreed that in the event of the Executive failing to name a date 
for the reconstituted conference, the Constitution provides for the calling of 
such a conference by two-thirds of the affiliates. 


Talks with Government 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text ] THE Guyana Tradss = the ques:ian of salaries and = from one of the bauxite 
Union Congress has ap- wages, and conditions for unions, & representative 
pointed a five-man com- pyblic sector employees. - from one of the sugdf 
mittee to hold talks with the unions, a representative 
State Planning Secretariat it was pointed out that from the union representing . 


on the economic situation the TUC will shortly present workers in the rice industry, 
in Guyana and other related the Government with the Cde. George Daniels, 


matters. names of the committee president of the Public 
it was learm that the members. Service Union, and Cde. 
General Secretary of the ' Leslie Melville, Principal 
TUC Cde. Joseph Pollydore The committee will Assistant Secretary of the 


had written Government on comprise a representative TUC. 


Praise for PNC Support 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 pp 4-5 


[Text] THE Minister of Manpower and Co-operatives Cde. Kenneth Denny said 
yesterday no administration had done as much for the Guyana Trade Union Move- 
ment as the People’s National Congress Government. 
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The Minister was at the time opening a seminar workshop at the Guyana Teach- 
ers’ Association hall, sponsored by the Guyana Teachers’ Association in con- 
junction with the World Confederation of Organisations of the Teaching 
Profession. 


The opening session was attended by Felicio Malnyk, Executive Assistant, Al- 
berta Teachers’ Association, and Cde. Ron Clarke, Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Caribbean Union of Teachers, the Minister of Agriculture Cde. Sallahuddin, and 
Cde. Samuel Walker, President of the Guyana Trades Union Congress, among 
others. 


Minister Denny said that the Government will ensure that time off is given to 
teachers to improve themselves. 


He noted the importance of the teacher to national development, and he advised 
that parents be involved in planning school activities and in all matters per- 
taining to the children’s development. 


He said that the CTA's main role is to protect and defend workers, and as such 
teachers should not be subjected to willy nilly dismissals, robbing the serv- 
ice of important skills. 


Call for Cooperation 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 9 Oct 83 p 3 
{Article by P. H. Daly] 


[Text] The temperament of the caller, the militant phraseology of the call, 
the objective behind the call were all ideally aligned when the call was made 
to the Guyana Trades Union Congress last week. 


The caller was Central Executive Committee Member Cde Hamilton Green, who is 
also Vice President, Production and the call was to the affiliates of the TUC 
to “join government in operation Fight Back, to deal effectively with the 
challenges the country now faces. 


Cde Greene in declaring open TUC's 30th Annual Delegates’ Conference, outlined 
to affiliates four points as guidelines in the Fight ‘Back call. 


Firstly, the trade union movement should help maintain a healthy industrial 
climate in the country without subordinating the rights of workers. 


Secondly, the unions should be better organised. Thirdly, the should be 
closer collaboration among the unions in the movement. Fourthly, the movement 
should accelerate its programme of education to be in a better position to re- 
sist would-be destabilisers. He added, "Knowledge must be behind our action. 
Armed with knowledge we would have the power to start operation Fight Back". 


Trade Unionists should know that the threat that faces the country is one of 


recolonisation. The cancellation of loans and the blocking of loans are 
basically attempts to dictate national policy. 
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The dictators do not want Guyana to be self-sufficient in food. They want to 
feed us with their own products and those who feed us will eventually control 
us by stopping their food supply if we disobeyed orders, 


Therefore, when the unions are called to join with government in the Fight 


Back, they are really called to fight now for their survival as free trade 
unions. 


The People's New Constitution of Guyana enttfenches the right of the people to 
form themselves in the gtoups and unions of’ their choice. Fight back for this 


entrenched right now and remember that the history of colonialism stinks with 
the massacre of workers. 


CSO: 3298/149 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


POLICE ENFORCE PNC ORDER ON DEMARARA FARMERS 
Farmers’ Resistance 
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 10 Oct 83 p 4 


[Text] Last Thursday morning armed police from Mackenzie/Wiemar dislodged 
Demerara River farmers from selling their produce on the Mackenzie, Market 
Road. It was a major police and party operation. 


As the police drove the farmers back into their boats, large numbers of Mac- 
kenzie residents denounced the action. An elderly woman challenged the police 
and added, “If you all arrest me, you all will have to put a police to watch 
me in the hospital because I ent well". A man told the police at the top of 
his voice, "When the thing start you all will have to leave that same gun and 
run”. Two farmers were arrested and taken away in a lorry. 


The object of the police action was to enforce a previous order for farmers to 
sell their produce on the Wismar bank, or left bank, of the Demerara River. 
Farmers are resisting and Mackenzie residents say that the order to the farn- 
ers means that they would have to pay fares to cross the river to shop. 


The action comes at a time when the ruling party is trying to push sales of 
ground provisions from the compound of the regional office. Two women refer- 
red to the horror of trying to buy in the regional compound because of the 
long waiting and the lack of order. 


Berbice Farmers’ Complaints 
Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Oct 83 pp 2-3 


[Text] FARMERS along the Last Bank, Berbice reverain district are agitating 
for improvements in the area, and have made a number of complaints to PPP 
Central Committee Member Budhram Mahadeo, who is also President of the Rice 
Producers’ Association and a Councillor in Region 6. At a bottom—house meet- 
ing organised by the Mocco-Essadam Farmers’ Association, Mr. Mahdeo outlined 
to the assembled farmers the importance of agriculture, and the role of agri- 
cultural associations and co-operative societies, 











Following the outline farmers agreed with the views expressed and gave firm 
support for the policies of the PPP. They made a number of complaints against 
the regime, and also demands:- 


--The primary school which was burnt out a long time ago has still not been 
replaced. They are demanding a new primary school without further delay. 


--Since the creek water which they are using is not up to standard, they need 
an artesian well urgently. 


--The Guyana Transport Service operates only one bus, and it is supposed to 
transport farmers, their produce and other passengers. This is inadequate, 
and when the over-worked over-loaded bus breaks down, it is usually not re- 
placed. They want another bus for the route. 


--The farmers are insisting that government complete the road which is still 
unfinished. Some 100 rods of the Mocco road trench needs to be re-dug, so ar 
to enable them to get irrigation water for their parched fields. 


~-Insecticides and weedicides which are in short supply are urgently needed at 
the moment, and must be available to farmers at all times. Also cutlasses, 
files, axes and other agricultural tools should be sold to farmers without 
discrimination and favouritism at state outlets. 


--Knapsack sprayers should be sold freely to farmers without the prior re- 
quirement that they purchase $25 worth of defence bonds. 


--Sufficient ammunition should be sold to fire-arm holders so as to enable 
them to deal with wild animals which are deétroying farmers crops. Only two 
farmers in the Association have fire-arms and they said that their ammunition 
supply is totally inadequate. 


--Planting materials should be made available to farmers at all times, and an 
agricultural field assistant should be made to reside in the area. Fertilis- 
ers should also be made available when needed. 


--Essential food items must be provided to farmers at state outlets in the 
area. Mr. Mahadeo undertook to look into the problems and complaints of the 
farmers, and to made representations on their behalf with the relevant author- 
ities in the Region. 


CSO: 3298/149 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


PRC THANKED FOR ITS ASSISTANCE WITH ECONOMIC PROJECTS 
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 9 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] Chairman of the People's National Congress, Cde Cammie Ramsaroop, has 
expressed the appreciation of the Guyanese people for the assistance received 
from the People's Republic of China in the setting up of a number of economic 
projects in this country. | 


Addressing a solidarity rally at Bishops’ High School, Monday, in honour of 
the 34th anniversary of the founding of the Republic, Cde Ramsaroop spoke of 
the struggle of the Chinese people against imperialism. 


He said that Guyana has always supported the People's Republic of China and 
referred to that country’s admission to the United Nations at the time when 
other developing countries had decided to isolate her. 


Cde Ramsaroop spoke of the principled position Guyana and China have taken on 
issues of peace, South-South co-operation and the cause for a new internation- 
al economic order. 


The Party Chairman who was delivering the main address to the rally, said 
China is an example to the developing world especially in the field of South- 
South co-operation. The local textile industry and clay bricks factory which 
got assistance from the People's Republic of China was the result of China's 
help. Also speaking at Monday's rally was China's Ambassador to Guyana, Cde 
Yang Mai, who highlighted the course of China'a agricultural production and 
its foreign trade. 


Cde Yang Mai said his country was trying to promote science education and 
transport facilities in an effort to help other developing Third World coun- 
tries since his country was a chief supporter of South-South co-operation. A 
mini photographic exhibition was also mounted as part of the 34th anniversary 
observances, The exhibition featured China's development in science and tech- 
nology and education. 


CSO: 3298/149 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


ALL SECTORS URGED TO BACK INDIGENOUS ORGANIZATIONS 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] THE NEED for all Guyanese to support indigenous organisations in pref- 
erence to expatriate ones was stressed on Sunday at the Third Annual General 
Conference of the Guyana National Co-operative Bank Staff Association. 


This was emphasised by the Sank’s legal adviser Frederick Anthony, who noted 
that the C.N.C.B. Staff Association should be involved in the exercise of en- 
couraging more people to support the Bank. 


Comrade Anthony, welcoming delegates and invitees that included Ministers of 
the Government, trade union leaders and members of the Diplomatic Corps, ob- 
served that the task should not be taken too lightly. 


For, he explained, people are generally reluctant to accept changes and there 
is a tendency to support organisations owned and managed by expatriates in 
preference to indigenous ones. 


It is common, he said, for trade unions to seek to promote the welfare of 
their members. But this goal, must not be pursued in isolation and without 
regard to the general good of the institution in which the workers they rep- 
resent are engaged. 


It is particularly important that those who represent workers understand the 


national and international economic conditions in which they operate and the 
effect these are likely to have on workers, 


CSO: 3298/150 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


GOVERNMENT OFFERING ASSISTANCE TO INDUSTRY, RECION 10 
Support for Production 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] VICE PRESIDENT, Production, Hamilton Creen yesterday restated govern- 
ment’s firm commitment to assist groups interested in production and 
productivity. 


Vice President Green was addressing members and friends of the House of Israel 
group at the opening of a West Ruimveldt factory which the group will use for 
the production of pepper sauce, plantain chips, salted peanuts and plantain 
flour. 


The Vice President, who was responsible for allocating the factory to the 
group, commended members for their tenet of self-reliance. 


"Many of us don’t know ourselves,” he said, adding that one of the myths per- 
petrated about black people by colonial masters is “that we are lazy, indo- 
lent and incapable of helping ourselves." 


He contended that in order for progress to be achieved in this country under 
the current world economic crisis it will be necessary to "go back.” In sup- 
port of this argument, he used the example of an army needing to fall back in 
the face of the enemy so that it could assess the situation and “regroup” its 
forces. 


He called on all to be aware of the enemy and to understand from whence the 
danger comes. 


In conclusion he adopted a slogan which he observed in the factory as he 
toured: "Either pull for Guyana or pull out.” 


When first occupied by the House of Israel, vandals had rendered the factory 
an “empty shell”, according to Rabbi Washington. 


Since then, windows, light and toilet fittings and washbasins have been re- 
placed and production starts today at 07:00 hres with three shifts, of 30 


people. 
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"This new large scale production by the House of Israel forms an integral part 
of the group's policy of self-reliance and its recent efforts to promote pride 
of self within the country and a more positive image of Cuyana abroad,” Rabbi 
Washington said. 


Hoyte Assurances 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] LINDEN [CNA]--Vice-President, Administration, Desmond Hoyte, Saturday 
evening assured Lindeners that both the Government and Party were prepared to 
do everything within their powers to help exploit the economic potential of 
Region Ten and called on trade union and political leaders in the Region to 
undertake their role in the development tasks. 


Addressing a cross-section of residents at the opening ceremony of the new 
branch of the Guyana Agricultural and Industrail Development Bank (Gaibank), 
Cde. Hoyte observed that there was an abundance of human and economic resour- 
ces in the Kegion that must be organised and developed so that more people can 
benefit. 


The establishment of the Bank could not have been more timely as it comes at a 
time when more and more people will need to establish projects for 


self-employment. 


Vice-President Hoyte referred to the changing economic patterns of the Linden 
community which he said will have profound effects “in a personal way.” With 
the bauxite industry no longer the main source of employment, he noted, people 
will have to find ways of exploiting other resources most of which have al- 
ready been identified. 


Towards this end Gaibank is expected to play a central role, he said. “It is 
the means by which government hopes to encourage income-generating activities 
among residents.” Vice-President Hoyte also pointed out that the Bank will 
not only disburse funds but will act as a consultant to its clientele. 


CSO: 3298/150 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


STATUS OF FUEL SUPPLIES DISPUTED, BUT QUEUES PERSIST 
Denial of Shortage 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] CHAIRMAN of the Guyana National Energy Authority Abel Felix said 
yesterday that from all information available there is no shortage of fuel. 


Cde Felix'’s comments came after he disclosed figures of shipments and supplies 
consigned to the oil-importing countries against the background of queueing 
and transportation problems in Ceorgetown and other sreas. 


Some commuters experience difficulty in getting to work by taxi and the situ- 
ation is slightly aggravated by the scarcity of buses. 


Guyana Transport Services Limited (CTSL) Managing-Director Oscar Haynes ex- 
plained that one of the company’s pumps has developed a problem and as a 
result some buses could not be fuelled. He expected the situation to be cor- 
rected yesterday. 


However, taxis and private-car owners report difficulty in obtaining gasolene 
at several stations in the city. Some stations said they had sold all they 
had while others claimed they had not received supplies. 


Cde Felix pointed out that a shipment consigned to Cuyoil had arrived yester- 
day, with 477330 litres of premium gasolene, 318220 litres of regular gaso- 
lene, 318200 litres of kerosene and 1272380 litres of diseline. [4,54 litres 
to one imperial gallon]. 


Up to Monday night, Cde Felxi added, Shell had 39000 gallons of super and 
69000 gallons of regular in Georgetown and 29000 gallons of super and 67000 
gallons of regular gasolene in Berbice. 


Texaco was the only company which did not have any gasolene, but had 900000 
gallons of diselene in stock. They expected gasolene between October 7 and 9, 
Cde Felix said. 


According to the CNEA Head, Esso had up to Monday night 59045 gallons of extra 
gasolene and 58485 gallons of regular. Esso had, as well, 134610 gallons of 
kerosene and 506030 gallons of dieselere, Cde Felix revealed. 
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"Let the public judge for themselves whether there is a shortage,” he 
declared. 


Cde Felix said that apart from the fact that all the companies had been given 


their normal quotas for the month, there are certain inter-company borrowings 
of which the GNEA is aware. 


By press time yesterday, a survey showed that the queueing had reduced con- 
siderably, and that some stations had received supplies of gasolene during the 
day. 


Blame on 011 Companies 
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 9 Oct 83 pl 


[Text] CHAIRMAN of the Guyana National Energy Authority Abel Felxi charged 
yesterday that there must be some "sinister reasons" why the public was exper- 
fencing difficulty in getting gasolene. 


He blamed the oil-importing companies for the situation which developed last 
week and said if the public continues to suffer, the GNEA will make certain 
recommendations to the Minister to remedy the situation. 


Cde Felix, acknowledging long lines at gas stations and transportation prob- 
lems reported in many areas, maintained that from figures supplied by the gas 
companies, there should be adequate supplies of gasoline. 


He pointed out that his Authority had the power to recommend to the Minister 
certain measures to ensure the smooth and orderly purchase, sale and distribu- 
tion of fuel to the public. 


The GNEA Chairman who gave comparative figures to show that more fuel has al- 
ready been imported this year than last year, emphasised that there should be 
adequate supplies since, although allocations for the last quarter have been 
given, shipments from the third quarter ending September were still due. 


Guyoil, Texaco, Shell and Esso are all expecting fuel shipments within a week, 
Cde Felix said. 


He added too that from the figures supplied about stocks in hand last Wednes- 
day, the transportation system should not have difficulty obtaining fuel. 


Oil company sources, while not disputing figures given by GNEA, pointed out 
that they are obliged to stick within their annual allocation and because they 
had utilised a certain flexibility earlier, they must now rationalise total 
imports by curtailing further importation. 


The gas station operators have been affected as a result of the oil companies 
policy and so some stations have to wait longer for deliveries. There are 
some stations that have not had gasolene for over a week. 
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Giving a breakdown of the fuel imports for the first half of the year, Cde 
Felix disclosed that 7,38 million gallons valued $23,23 million were imported 
from January to June 1983 while the 1982 figure for that period was 6,48 mil- 
lion gallons valued $22,98 million. 


One other type of fuel that surpassed the 1982 import was Cetane 47 used by 
the Guyana Electricity Corporation's gas turbines. For this year 1,90 million 
gallons valued $5,79 million came in and that represented a 122 per cent in- 
crease over last year's amount of 86 million gallons which cost $2,86 million. 


There was a drop of five per cent in imports of dieselene, 33 per cent in 
those of Bunker C and 12 per cent of Liquid Petroleum Gas [LPG] or cooking 
gas. Aviation gas imports also recorded an 81 per cent increase of 1983. 


Cde Felix, asked to comment on the increase in the number of vehicles, de- 
clared that the statistics did not justify the apparent greater demand claimed 
by the oil compantes. 


He expressed the opinion that the new vehicles had replaced older ones which 
had now been taken off the road. 


The GNEA head said there appeared to be a showdown developing between the oil 
companies and the Government. 


Using 1981 as a base year, the GNEA embarked on an energy-saving programme 
cutting back fuel imports by 10 per cent in 1982. Imports this year have been 
targetted to achieve a 15 per cent cutback on the 1981 quantities. 


Check on Stocks 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 11 Oct 83 pp 1, 8 


(Text] THE Guyana National Energy Authority will today start a physical check 
to ascertain what stocks of fuel for the transportation system is now in the 
country. 


Chairman Abel Felix said the exercise is being undertaken so that his statu- 
tory body will be in a position to decide what imports of gasolene should be 
mad for the remainder of the year. 


His statement came as there appeared to be some improvement in the acute un- 
availability of fuel which developed last weekend. Two tankers consigned to 
Esso and Texaco arrived over the weekend. 


From early morning yesterday, long lines of vehicles laid siege to gas sta- 
tions in the city and along the East Coast and East Bank, Demerara and pump 
attendants were never more busy. 


By midday thousands of gallons had already been sold and some stations re- 
ported that they had exhausted their supply. 
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Cde. Felix maintained that there was no shortage and said the GNEA was not 
prepared to allow the oil companies to abuse the quota system. "Many of them 
have unfinished quotas for dieseline which they can trade off for gasolene”, 
he pointed out in response to the claim by spokesmen for the companies that 
they had already imported their 1983 allocation of gasolene. 


One oil company official who preferred to remain unnamed, speculated that the 
country’s foreign exchange problem might be responsible for the unavailability 
of fuel twice last week. 


But Bank Governor Pat Matthews said that no representation had been made to 
him and normal treatment had been afforded to fuel needs. 


Cde. Felix said his Authority is likely to make a further pronouncement after 
consideration of representations from the oil companies in respect of fuel 
imports for the last quarters of this year. 


Statistics provided by the GNEA show that all the companies have surpassed 
their gasolene quotas and they will need the authority of the monitoring body 
to bring in more. 


GNEA, which effected a 10 per cent saving on fuel imports for the transporta- 
tion system last year, is hoping to achieve a 15 per cent cutback this year. 
Fuel for the transportation system is said to amount to only about 10 to 12 
per cent of the country’s oil bill. 


Contacted yesterday, a spokesman for the Ministry of Energy and Mines under 
which the GNEA comes, expressed the view that the fuel availability situation 
will improve. 


He also referred to the arrival of two tankers over the weekend. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


ILLEGAL SUGAR, FLOUR BRINGS FINES TO THOSE CHARGED 
Police Seizures 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 5 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] THE police over the last 48 hours have held six trucks found trans- 
porting a total of 87,000 pounds of sugar along the Corentyne Highway and 
heading for Corriverton. 


Assistant Commissioner Reggie King disclosed that at the time of their arrest 
none of the six truck-drivers produced order slips or other documents to show 
that the sugar was destined for businesses or people in Guyana. 


He said that investigations were still proceeding and the truck drivers would 
still have an opportunity to produce such documents. 


Cde King mentioned that four of the trucks were apprehended between 22:30 hrs 
and 23:30 hrs on Monday night at the No 42 Public Road while the other two 
were seized at the No 2 Toll Station yesterday. The drivers, trucks, and the 
580 bags of sugar are now in police custodv. 

Court Actions 
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 6 Oct 83 p 1 
[Text] BERBICE: [GNA]--Five persons who were held with over 364 bags of sugar 
on the Corentyne were yesterday fined a total of $5 000 by a Corentyne magis- 
trate when they appeared at the Whim Magistrate Court. 
The defendants were held on Monday at Whim, Corentyne by a party of policemen. 


Four trucks, together with the sugar they were being used to transport, were 
also held by the police. 


Those fined were Roopnarine Kownessar, Samlall Sooklall, Farouk Hakim, Cecil 
Persuad and Charles Springer, all of Georgetown. They were each fined $1 000 
dollars with an alternative of six months’ imprisonment. 


It is believed that the sugar was to be smuggled across the border. 
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Meanwhile, several other persons arrested and charged in connection with the 
alleged unauthorised possession of over 225 bags of sugar aboard two trucks at 
No. 51 Village have appeared in court and have pleaded not guilty to the 
charge. They were placed on $5 000 bail each by Magistrate Christendat Molai 
and ordered to return to court for trial next Wednesday. 


Those charged were Azad Khan, Rafiq Abrahim, Orin Warrell, Akbar Ali, Abrahim 

Khan, Sheik Amid Gafoor and Ashton Felix. They were allegedly involved in 

smuggling sugar for shipment to Suriname in exchange for contraband goods. 
Flour Fine 


Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] ROOPCHAND NARINE, in whose home eight 100-pound bags of wheat flour 
were found, was yesterday fined $1,000 by City Magistrate Lashley Bobb. 


Narine, of Seaforth Street, Campbellville, pleaded guilty to being knowingly 
concerned in dealing with uncustomed goods. The alleged offence was committed 
on October 6 last. 


The court ordered that the flour be confiscated. 
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COUNTRY SECTION GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


ANGER AT BURNHAM--The booing of Burnham be Berbicians at the New Amsterdam 
funeral of Mr W O R Kendall is still a talking point among some quarters of 
the security forces. Scores of policemen and plainclothes men were placed at 
the main gate of cemetery to block the thousands of citizens who wanted to 
enter the ground to see "Ah we boy” buried on Saturday, September 24th, 1983. 
They were greeted by screaming men and women who wanted to know, "How the Rice 
Flour President could go in and not we?" Several shoulted, "Rudy is ah we boy 
and this is ah we town”. Others shouted to the pleading police that no one 
wanted to waste any bullets to shoot Burnham. Still others, mainly women, 
spoke of his wickedness and the fact that his sins will haunt him because he 
took food out of the children's mouths. As the President made his way back to 
the main gate of the cemetery, the angry crowd shouted, "We want food". As 
the OPEN WORD editorial said last week: "Just think how it will advance the 
people's struggles ... if every town chanted down the dictator wherever he 
dares to appear". [Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 10 Oct 83 pp 1, 3] 


PPP POLITICS--PPP member Muntaz Alli has called on the Regional Council to in- 
clude PPP members on the Boards of Guardians, without prevarication and excu- 
ses. He stressed that this is a very important body, and while PPP members 
are included on several Boards elsewhere, they have no seats on those Boards 
which operate in Region 6. He deplored this omission, and also criticised the 
exclusion of PPP members from other important committees. On the question of 
the Guyana Rice Board, Mr. Alli denounced the continued failure of the central 
government to set machinery in motion to democratise the Board. He called for 
farmers’ control of the GRB, and for nominees of the Rice Producers’ Associa- 
tion to be included in the membership of the Regional Rice Boards. Mr. Alli 
told the Council that the RPA, acting on a request from the GRB, had submitted 
a list of names of RPA members for seats on the Regional Rice Boards, but not 
a single name on the PRA list has been accepted. Perusing a notice in the of- 
ficial Gazette, the RPA noted that its list of names was rejected by the Min- 
istry of Agriculture. Instead, some PPP Regional Councillors in various areas 
were named to sit on the Regional Boards. Mr. Alli denounced this irregular- 
ity, and insisted that bona fide RPA nominees must be accepted. He concluded 
by asserting that for production and productivity to be increased in the rice 
belt, there must be democracy at all levels of the industry. [Georgetowm 
MIRROR in English 9 Oct 83 p 3] 
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DELEGATES TO POLAND--TWO Guyanese are expected to leave the country today to 
attend a four-day conference in Warsaw, Poland. They are Cde. T. Anson 
Sancho, Principai of the Critchlow Labour College, an executive member of the 
Guyana Trades Union Congress, and Dr. John Miies of the University of Guyana. 
During the conference, which will open on Saturday, Cde. Sancho and Dr. Miles 
will give separate lectures on the Green Book, the revolutionary philosophy of 
the Libyan Government. The conference is being sponsored by the Libyan Gov- 
ernment through their embassy in Warsaw. [Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in Eng- 
lish 9 Oct 83 p 3) 


CHRONICLE PROBLEMS~--GNNL regrest that due to a shortage of newsprint, we will 
be unable to publish the Daily Chronicle on Wednesday 12th of October and 
Thursday 13th of October. A shipment of newsprint is expected to arrive on 
Thursday 13th of October. Our next publication will therefore be on Friday 
14th of October. UPWARDS of 40 newspaper workers at the government daily 
Chronicle will get the sack in what is perhaps the single biggest layoff to 
hit the media in Guyana. They were to get notices about this on Friday last 
after final verification of the retrenchment list by the newspaper management 
and the Ministry of Information. Some veteran media workers will be sent on 
early retirement while others will have their employment terminated. At least 
six journalists are to go in the exercise, ostensibly caused by the unavaila- 
bility of newsprint supplies. [Georgetown MIRROR in English 11 Oct 83 p 1) 
[Georgetown MIRROR in English 9 Oct 83 p 4] 


RICE FLOUR SHORTAGE~-LOCAL rice flour is now in great demand in Region Six 
said managers and representatives of government agencies yesterday. Speaking 
at the Regional Consumer Protection and Public Welfare Committee meeting at 
the Regional Boardroom in New Amsterdam they said that there is an acute 
shortage of rice flour in Berbice and asked that the region's quota be in- 
creased. Two of the representatives pointed out that since the police cam- 
paign has intensified against smuggling of wheat flour across the border many 
people have turned to rice flour. They also said that the demand for the 
local flour might be due to a reduction in the illegal trade and the high 
prices being charged by traders for wheat flour. Cde Isaac Chowritmootoo 
Chairman of the Committee however informed businessmen that biscuits will be 
made available in the region as from next Tuesday, October 11. He said that 
both government and private agencies will receive biscuits for sale. The 
Committee has mounted an exercise for the collection of empty containers. 
[Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 8 Oct 83 p 1] 


BAUXITE WORKER PLACEMENT--MEMBERS of the Bauxite Industry-Placement Committee 
will today begin another round of meetings with retrenched bauxite workers. 
The meetings will focus on matters related to alternative employment and prob- 
lems being experienced by the retrenched workers. The series of meetings 
which will end on Friday will be launched at Linden where committee members 
led by Chief Labour Officer Oscar Moore will meet workers from Linden and 
Ituni between 08:00 and 12:00 hours and 13:00 and 17:00 hours at the Ministry 
of Manpower and Co-operatives office at the National Insurance Scheme build- 
ing. Tomorrow, the team will again meet with Linden and Ituni workers at 
Linden from 08:00 to 11:30 hours. On Friday the team will be at Kwakwani from 
08:00 hours to 12:00 hours. While there committee members will meet with 
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retrenched workers from the Kwakwani bauxite operations. [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 5 Oct 83 p 1] 


NEW TRAWLERS--THE last batch of trawlers acquired by Guyana Fisheries Limited 
(GFL) under an Inter-American Development Bank's (IDB) loan programme arrived 
in the country last Saturday night. The six trawlers which have been special- 
ly built by the US-based Bender Shipyards bring to 17 the number of vessels 
bought for shrimping purposes in accordance with the agreement with the IDB. 
The other 11 trawlers which were delivered earlier this year in two batches 
will substantially boost the GFL's ability to increase export quotas of shrimp 
and to meet local demand for fish protein. Under the agreement the GFL will 
receive 22 new trawlers. The last five of the steel hull vessels are however 
to be constructed locally by the Guyana National Engineering Corporation 
(GNEC). The GNEC and Bender Shipyards signed a contract in March this year to 
construct the remaining five trawlers. Bender, according to the agreement, 1s 
to supply the materials, equipment and designs for the construction of the 
vessels. The local shipbuilding company hopes to complete the five vessels 
next year. In keeping with the contract, the first of the five trawlers 
should be completed this month. Guyana Fisheries Limited, regarded as one of 
the bright spots in the Guyana Economy has been forging ahead with its efforts 
to exploit the vast marine resources of the country. [Georgetown GUYANA 
CHRONICLE in English 6 Oct 83 p 8] 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


MOST AGRARIAN REFORM BENEFICIARIES FAIL TO RECEIVE ASSISTANCE 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 24 Oct 83 p 19A 


[Text] Eighty percent of the beneficiaries of the agrarian reform program 
have not received adequate technical assistance and financial support for 
their genuine incorporation into the national productive process. 


This assertion is made in a document called "Methodology and Mechanisms for 
Financing of Participative Rural Development Projects,” drafted by the 
Technical Group for the Coordination of Participative Projects of the National 
Agrarian Institute (INA). 


The document in question points out that the INA has concentrated its agrarian 
reform efforts on areas of potential development, primarily in the 1970-80 
period, and on the so-called big projects, such as Aguan, Puerto Arturo, La 
Masica, Guaymas, San Manuel, Tabaco, San Bernardo, Ola Monjaras and Jamastran. 


"This practice," the report goes on, “enabled it to assist only the peasant 
groups concentrated in the areas of the projects, which number 327, or 19 
percent of the total number of groups (1,700 in al1).” 


In addition, the report stresses that of the 245,229 hectares of land that has 
been adjudicated to date, only 18 percent lies in the area of the projects; 
that means 44,623 hectares, of which only 20,044 hectares is under cultiva- 
tion. “This sector of concentrated rural development has 7,102 direct benefi- 
ciaries, while the consolidation sector includes 34,812 beneficiaries.” 


The technical group emphasizes that the burdensome investments required by the 
large projects have not solved the unemployment problem among the peasant 
groups, and as a consequence, have failed to improve their income levels, even 
though the number of beneficiaries is low, only 20 percent of the national 
total. 


In addition to the concentration of human resources in projects designed to 
lend technical assistance to a handful of groups, the latter have not achieved 
the economic consolidation necessary for them to become owners of the land 
they farm, "This situation has meant a high social and financial cost to the 
state," stresses the document. 
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New INA Agrarian Policy 


"As a result of the above,” says the document, “the INA has decided to promote 
@ program of participative rural development projects simed at the consolida- 
tion sector, which represents 80 percent of the beneficiaries and the areas 
that have been awarded. These people have not received the technical and 
financial assistance they need to achieve higher levels of socioeconomic 
stratification.” 


The present INA administration, which took office among the 1,700 groups 
organized by the institution, and avoid the concentration of large investments 
in certain areas, as has been done recently [as published]. 


Productive and social projects requiring investments of no more than 50,000 
lempiras will be encouraged, and the program will be implemented with a highly 
participative methodology that will avoid the following pitfalls of the past: 


--The size of the project was determined solely by technical criteria, without 
taking into consideration the real potential and interests of the local peas- 
ant group. 


~-The cost of the project was determined solely by technical criteria, without 
taking into consideration the true indebtedness capacity of the group, and its 
real desire to contract such a debt. 


-~~Artificial needs were created among the peasants, worsening their socioeco- 
nomic situation in the short and medium terms. 


~-Ideas for projects were imposed on the peasant groups through offers of 
financial and technical assistance. 


~-The project was carried out by the technical personnel of the INA, not the 
peasant group. 


--Control records were designed and applied for INA purposes but were not 
understood or used by the peasant groups. 


~-The projects were organized as a function of the INA, which led to a 
continual and increasing paternalistic dependence. 


Another goal of the program will be to meet the growing demand of consoli- 
dating groups, which keep their land without using it for agricultural pur- 
poses because they do nit have access to credit. This aggravates their 
isolatio:. and their resulting poverty. 


"The development of the program will bring back the fundamental objective of 
the National Agrarian Reform Program, the general improvement of the peasant 
standard of living,” announced the technical group which wrote the document. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


GOVERNMENT SEEKS FOREIGN FINANCING OF DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p 20 


[Text] The national economy will improve within 2 years, predicted the 
executive secretary of the Higher Council of Economic Planning (CONSUPLANE), 
Luis Flores, yesterday. He attributed the upturn to the governsent’s new 
strategy of seeking international financial assistance. 


Flores, who returned to the country last Monday after a tour of the Orient to 
obtain aid for the National Development Plan, stated that Honduras is under- 
developed precisely because of the passivity of its citizens, who expect 
everything to be solved for them through assistance from friendly countries, 
without their having to go out and look for resources in the countries that 
are willing to help. 


"The government is making an effort to seek financial and technical sid to 
increase our productive capacity in order to generate sufficient employment, 
and thus absorb the growing pool of manpower in this country,” he added. 


"This is a change of strategy by our government, which instead of waiting for 
international financial assistance, prefers to go out and look for it, as £1 
Salvador has done, for example. For several years that country has maintained 
such relations with friendly Western nations,” he explained. 


Flores indicated that the government is promoting the idea that investment is 
the route to take, but at this time the private sector has contracted due to a 
series of factores, so the public sector must take the initiative in order to 
reactivate the economy. Moreover, as has been discussed in Washington, the 
International Monetary Fund 1s very prone to contraction, and Honduras cannot 
continue with that plan, 


Flores expressed satisfaction that an aggressive position has been adopted to 
obtain aid from countries that have something to offer this country, and 
reported that on his recent visit to Belgium, Japan and China, those countries 
exhibited a willingness to help Honduras. 


He indicated that in Japan he obtained $46 million in financing, and $5 mil- 
lion more in China for the completion of the El Cajon Hydroelectric Project 
and projects for programmed communication systems for the Honduran 
Telecommunications Enterprise (HONDUTEL). 
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Flores did not deny that any foreign financing represents increased indebted- 
ness for the country, but he explained that this is no problem if we want to 

move ahead, and he emphasized that obligations to other countries are minor, 

and Honduras is not in the desperate straits that plague other Latin American 
nations. 


He explained that Honduras’ problem lies in a lack of liquidity, or the lack 
of resources at present to cover its obligations. But this difficulty can be 
overcome, because if the productive factor works, the problem can be resolved, 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


GREATER GOVERNMENT SUPPORT FOR AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION URGED 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 25 Oct 83 p 6 


[Unsigned editorial "The Urbanization of Farmers and Food Production” ] 


[Text] In developing countries, especially those which are still underdevel- 
oped, the food problem is among the highest of priorities. 


Latin America, with all its natural wealth, is among the world regions most 
seriously affected by nutritional deficiencies in the population. Honduras, 
within this context, is one of the poorest fed nations, with the grave 
consequences such a situation entails for its development. 


A few days ago TIEMPO published a document by the Central Bank of Honduras 
which focuses remarkably clearly on the repercussions of population growth and 
structure on our economy. This phenomenon, of course, has a lot to do with 
the problems of food production, on the one hand, and those of the Honduran 
diet itself, on the other hand. 


This is not at all a simple matter, and it becomes even more difficult to 
address with a population growth rate as high as 3.4 percent per year, one of 
the highest in the world. This accelerated growth in the number of inhabi- 


tants naturally demands an increase in food production at an equal or faster 
rate, 


In Honduras, however, it has been shown that in the past 30 years, our pro- 
duction of basic grains (corn, beans and rice), which are the heart of the 

Honduran diet, has grown at an annual rate of only 1.7 percent, just under 

half what would be necessary to meet national requirements. 


Three years ago the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
named the 16th of this month World Food Day for the purpose of increasing 
awareness of the nutritional problem, one of the greatest challenges of today. 


In a pamphlet written for the occasion, FAO experts state that “accelerated 
urbanization is associated with urban poverty, undernourishment and malnutri- 
tion, Cities are incapable of generating productive employment, and the 
income of many families is below the poverty line.” 
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In Honduras the accelerated urbanization is so dramatic that the average 
annual growth rate of the underprivileged urban population, which consists of 
migrants from rural areas, has been 9.3 percent in thepast 20 years. This has 
changed the structure of our population, which is now 42 percent urban and 58 
percent rural, while in 1977 it was just 33 percent urban and 77 percent 
rural, 


Peasant migration to the cities of our countries stems from several factors, 
but the primary one is unemployment, This migration has a negative impact not 
only in terms of political and social problems, but also with regard to food 
production itself. 


As the rural population abandons its place of origin, the labor pool necessary 
for agriculture also declines, and the amount of land planted in basic grains 
remains nearly stationary. In addition, the urbanization of rural residents 
creates a different mentality among these people which makes it much more 
difficult for them to return to their rural homes and readapt, or to stay 
there in the first place. 


Since this matter has tremendous repercussions on the lives of this country's 
citizens, as well as its development, the government has been studying mea- 
sures that indicate its willingness to address the issue of economic develop- 
ment on the basis of agricultural and livestock production and the establish- 
ment of agroindustries. 


The approach is correct, but the government does not appear to be implementing 
it with the urgency demanded by the situation, possibly because the indispen- 
sable financial and technological resources are not within reach. 


Nonetheless, a real awareness of the need for self-sufficiency in food produc- 
tion must be fostered, and every effort should be made to obtain the appro- 
priate resources for this development. If we do not achieve this goal, the 
consequence will undoubtedly be violence. 


8926 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


INTERNATIONAL MARKET SOUGHT FOR RICE SURPLUS 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 26 Oct 83 p 18 


/Text/ The Honduran Institute for Agricultural Market ing /tHma/ will need more 
than 4 million lempiras to buy the country’s surplus rice, according to Manfredo 
Fajardo, manager of that institution. 


The official said that production of this grain has become a national problem, 
as the people's consumption capacity has been exceeded by a surplus of 540,000 
quintals. 


Fajardo said that [HMA would not seek to sell the product on the national market 
but, if feasible, would export it to the international market. 


The institute, which is responsible for sales of basic grains, has a fund of 
20 million lempiras this year to purchase the harvest. However, Fajardo said 
that up to now the Central Bank has only approved 14 million lempiras. 


He added more than 4 million will be earmarked for the purchase of about 140,000 
quintales of corn from Olancho producers who are confronting a problem of not 
having a market for the product. 


A way of selling the remainder of the surplus on the international market will 
be sought. To this end, a commission has gone to El Salvador to negotiate the 
sale of the grain int hat country, he said. 


What is more, contacts have been made with the World Food Program to request 


the cooperation of this organization in consuming part of the country’s excess 
production, Fajardo emphasized. 


8143 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


LABOR OFFICIAL SAYS ONLY ONE IN FOUR WORKERS EMPLOYED 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 27 Oct 83 p 39 


/Text/ The "distressing situation of Honduran workers--with 
only one in four workers employed"--was brought up by the 
CGT /General Workers Federation/ during the first Latin 
American Conference on Unemployment, Underemployment and 
Labor Discrimination held by the International Labor 
Organization /ILO/ of the United Nations in Lima, Peru. 


Violations and Totalitarianism 


During the conference, at which Honduras was represented by the assistant 
secretary general of the CGT, several leaders reported violations of ILO agree- 
ments in their respective countries, in spite of the fact that their governments 
had ratified them. 


Escalante said that these violations are taking place basically in the sectors 
of collective bargaining and free trade unionisn. 


"By failing to respect those international agreements, which only serve to 
maintain labor-management harmony, an opportunity is being given to totalitarian 
forces to take advantage of the poverty, hunger and dispair of the people,” 
Escalante said. 


Escalante asserted that in addition to the crisis represented by unemployment, 
whose three-to-one figure is based on studies by the CGT, the Higher Council 
for Economic Planning and the Society of Economists, the situation “of hidden 
unemployment or underemployment” prevailing in the countryside and the city is 
worsening. 


Discriminat ion 


As regards, discrimination in the labor sector, he said that exporters at the 
meeting were in agreement that women are suffering most from this phenomenon; 

and cases were presented in all occupations in which quite often their employment 
is based solely on physical attributes, an offense against their dignity. 
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Among the conclusions reached by the conference, Escalante stressed the following: 


--Informing governments at the national level of the need for establishing 
programs which respond to the critical unemployment situation is a priority 
matter among the state's basic responsibilities. Otherwise any effort to over- 
come the economic, political and social situation will be useless. 


~-Taking measures at the national level will contribute to making businessmen 
and governments aware of the need for ensuring that employment is without 
individual discrimination. 


--The most marked discrimination is on the basis of sex, age, political affilia- 
tion, race and trade-union activities. 


Recognition of CCT 


Escalante said that the CCT’s participation as the sole representative of 
Honduras at the conference is earned recognition on the part of the ILO and the 
UN of this organization which responds broadly to the real interests of rural 
and city workers. 


The first Latin American Conference on Unemployment, which was held from 

10 to 14 October 1983, was attended by members of the most representative trade 
union organizations on the continent, who came from Mexico, Honduras, Nicaragua, 
Costa Rica, Panama, Dominican Republic, Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and 
Brazil and international officials of the ILO and UN. 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


NATIONAL REGISTRY DIRECTOR ON REGISTRY NONPARTISANSHIP 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 5 Oct 83 p 2 


/Text/ Guillermo Dubon Bueso, director general the National Registry, said 
yesterday that that government agency is not a partisan organization. 


The official made the statement in response to expressions of discontent by 
deputies of political parties over the distribution of municiaplities for the 
new Civil Register. 


Dubon Buesco pointed out that "a civil servant who comes to the RNP as civil 
registrar ceases to belong to a certain political party as of the moment he 
starts work, because here they are not representatives of the parties to which 
they are affiliated.” 


Technical Criteria 


He asserted that the municipalities in the country were divided among the four 
political parties on the basis of highly technical criteria. \ 


"I would like to clarify that what we are doing is not an electoral job, but 
work to prepare for the new identity card," he said. 


Dubon Buesco explained that the preparation of the Voting List is a subfunction 
of the previous activity, which he called "a byproduct" of the work to be done. 


Regrets Reactions 


"It is too bad that the political parties regard this institution as nothing 
more than a distributing agency, and fail to see its primary purpose, which is 
to preserve democracy and national security," he stated. 


"From a technical standpoint,” he added, "it makes no difference to me which 
political party is in possession of the registry’'s various agencies in the 
country’s municipalities." 


He explained that the work "is highly technical. This is the way the delegates 
of the political parties approved it, and they gave us a vote of recognition. 
We want to instill this attitude in the registry, so that it can overcome all 
the faults of the past." 
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Possible Delays 


Dubon said that he would entertain any constructive proposals conce ” : the 
work done in dividing up the municipalities. He added, however, that wat 
worried him was that "this can create delays slowing down our work.” 


He indicated that he would like to move into the new offices of the Civil 
Registry in January, and that is why these possible proposals of the parties 
worry him. 


"If they delay our work, this would disrupt the identification card activities, 
for which we have an urgent deadline," he explained. 


Political Partisanship 


Dubon Buesco agreed that there are signs of political partisanship among the 
parties, which prevents them from seeing the broad objectives of the institution 
as a whole. 


"They only see part of this, perhaps as a result of bad experiences in the 
past, and they think that we are going to operate in the same way, which is not 
true," he promised. 


Economic Problems 

He referred to the economic aspect, saying that "up to now, I haven't had any 
problems."’ He added that "we have the budget,” which is already in the hands 
of the National Election Board. 


"We have included in it all the items for the various activities of the institu- 
tion, so that our business will not be interrupted," he said. 


In conclusion, he said that although it is true that partisanship is an old 


evil, they hope that it is something that will finally be forgotten. "We will 
confine ourselves to the law," he stated, "and leave politics aside." 
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COUNTRY SECTION HONDURAS 


BRIEFS 


FRG 27-MILLION LEMPIRA GRANT--Tegucigalpa--A high-level commission from the FRC 
met with Foreign Minister Edgar Paz Barnica during its tour of Central America. 
The German delegation 1s preparing financial cooperation agreements with Honduras 
amounting to 27 million lempiras., Representatives of that European country 
arrived at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs accompanied by their ambassador in 
this capital, Hans Hamburger, who assumed the responsibility for explaining the 
delegation's mission in Honduras, What is involved is the establishment of 
mechanisms of negotiation with authorities representative of the liberal govern- 
ment to act on the respective accords which will provide technical and economic 
assistance benefits. The head of the diplomatic mission in Tegucigalpa said 

that a protocol will be signed next Friday which will contain the above-mentioned 
points and which will legalize a grant of 27 million lempiras. The Germans 
explained their interest in contributing to short-term projects, particularly 
electric energy and other development projects in the agricultural-livestock 
sector, The German delegates added that cooperation is being offered especially 
to the republics of Costa Rica and Honduras, the true democracies among the 
Central America countries. /Excerpt/ /San Pedro Sula LA PRENSA in Spanish 

27 Oct 83 p 3/ 8143 


ELECTION TRIBUNAL REPRESENTATIVE NAMED--The National Party of Honduras officially 
confirmed yesterday the appointment of Ibrahim Puerto Posas as a regular delegate 
to the National Election Board (TNE), and proposed that Roberto Antonio Callejas 
be sworn in as an alternate to the Board. The action was taken by leaders of 

the Central Committee, in compliance with the unity pact signed last week and 

by which Orlando Lozano Martinez was officially appointed as deputy director 

of the National Registry /RNP/- The Nationalist Central Committee submitted a 
letter requesting the withdrawal of documents submitted earlier by the president 
and treasurer of the party, Nicolas Cruz Torres and Leonidas Rosa Bautista, 
suggesting the change of Ibrahim Puerto Posas and Norman Torres as the regular 
and alternate delegates to the TNE, and appointing Lozano Martinez to replace 
Ramon Lopez Abadie. The Election Board had sent the documents pertaining to the 
appointment of the deputy director of the RNP to the Legal Committee for its 
opinion, to be used as a basis for making its decision. /Text/ /Tegucigalpa 

LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 11 Oct 83 p 5/ 9805 
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Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 15 Oct 83 p 3 


MANLEY DENIES SHIFT TO RIGHT IN PATTERSON ASCENSION 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


MONTERREY BUSINESS GROUPS OWE NEARLY 700 BILLION PESOS 
Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish 5 Oct 83 ppl, 9 
[Article by Leonardo Sepulveda] 


[Text] The four main industrial groups of Monterrey, Valores Industriales 
S.A. (VISA), Alfa, Vitro S.A. and Celulosay Derivados S.A. (CYDSA), owe the 
international bank more than 4,500,000,000 dollars (675 billion pesos), that 
is, almost 30 percent of the total of foreign private debt. 


During 1982 these consortia dismissed at least 37,580 workers, thereby 
reducing their personnel about 27 percent, since they went from 141,556 employ- 
ees to only 103,976. 


Of the four groups only CYDSA has increased its profits during this year. 
During the first half of the year profits increased 114 percent with regard 

to the same period on the pervious year. Its income tax--based on audited 
capital-~increased from 3.9 percent in the first half of 1982 to 6.9 percent 
in the period of the current year, according to the quarterly reports present- 
ed to the Mexican Stock Exchange. 


On the other hand, during the first half of 1983 VISA registered a net loss 
of 1,3324,000,000 pesos. Of each 100 pesos of its assets, 87.6 percent comes 
from its creditors, and only the remaining 12.4 percent of the assets from 
stockholders. Also, its bank liabilities as of last June 30 amounted to 
1,124,000,000 dollers, which at the rate of exchange of 150 pesos to the 
dollar comes to 168,600,000,000 pesos. But a financial analysis prepared by 
the Center for Information and National Studies (CIEN) [Centro de Informacion 
y Estudios Nacionales) estimates its foreign debt to be more than a billion 
dollars. 


VISA replaced Alfa as the largest private interprise in the country. The 
former obtained sales of 64,869,200,000 pesos in 1982, while the latter only 
managed to get 60,148,900,000. As far as the capital stock is concerned the 
difference is much greater, since VISA had 10,830,800,000 pesos as of last 
December 31 while Alfa had 6,435,000,000. 


Alfa owes its foreign creditors more than 2,000,000,000 dollars, and since 


April of 1982 it has arranged with them to defer the amortization of the 
principal and part of the interest of the debts of its most important... 


12467 
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COUNTRY SECTION MEXICO 


BRIEFS 


REDUCED TEXTILE INDUSTRY OPERATION LEVEL--In spite of the harvest of a million 
bales of cotton that will be obtained this year, the textile industry is 
working at 40 percent of its installed capacity, because the producers of the 
fiber prefer exportation over supporting this sector. Eduardo Zermeno Oropeza, 
president of the Chamber of the Textile Industry of the West [Camara de la 
Industria Textil de Occidente], noted that textile exportations have been at 
zero level. Working days have been shortened because of the lack of raw 
materials. He indicated that the producers do not respect the official prices 
of 10,500 pesos per quintal of cotton, and they price it as high as 15,000 
pesos, with the threat of dedicating the production of the fiber exclusively 
to importation. The use of the synthetic fibers that Pamex is making is not 
affordable, because the prices are continually raised by the authorities of 
this semiofficial interprise. Zermeno Oropeza explained that it is difficult 
to compete with markets like Taiwan, Hong Kong and Korea in this area, 

because they support their prices, while the Mexican textile industry suffers 
new prices for raw materials from week tc week. He noted that the national 
demand for the fiber in the present year will be about 600,000 bales. 

[By eduardo Chimely Ch.; Guadalajara, Jalisco] [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR 
in Spanish 29 Sep 83 p 7-D) 12h67 


COAHUILA CREDIT SHORTAGE~--The lack of financing continues to be the principal 
reason why @ large part of the arable lands are not being utilized in Coahuila, 
declared the secretary of the Federation of Small Properties, Alberto Perales 
Zertuche. He said that while it had been difficult to obtain credit earlier, 
it is even more difficult now, due to the bureaucracy in charge of the nation- 
alized banks. He explained that presently 33,400 small proprietors and 1,500 
farmers of common land of Coahuila have abandoned 50 percent of the arable 
lands because of a lack of financing. Perales Zertuche stated that before 

1 September 1982 it was not so difficult to obtain credit, but that today it 

is impossible to obtain it. Finally, he stressed that the problem is extremely 
delicate because it leads to unemployment and to anoable reduction in the 
production of basic agricultural products. [By Joaquin Paredes F.; Saltillo, 
—— 20 Sep.) [Text] [Mexico City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 21 Sep 83 p 6-D) 
12467 
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